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Graduation time — and your college 
career lies just ahead. 

The King’s College offers you a 
complete schedule of academic stud- 
ies plus a well rounded program 
of extra-curricular activities and 
inter-collegiate sports. Music courses 
are offered at no additional cost. 

Best of all, there prevails among 
students and faculty a friendly and 
spiritual atmosphere and a deep 
desire to serve faithfully the King 
of King’s. 

Please write us today for com- 
plete information. A catalog and 
application blank will be mailed 


promptly upon request. 
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP ¢ WELL-KNOWN SPEAKERS 
PHYSICAL RELAXATION e SPIRITUAL REFRESHMENT 


- + « in luxurious surroundings where the Word of God is 
central, you listen to such Bible teachers as Vance Havner, 
Clarence W. Jones, Carl Armerding and others; partake 
of appetizing meals served in the stately, panelled 
dining-room, participate in planned recreation, or simply 
relax — this is VACATION WITH A PLUS! 


For Rates and Information Write 
EVERETT S. GRAFFAM, Director 
PRIMROSE HILL, BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
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Among the thousands of American Bible Society annui- 
tants are many lawyers and business men who consider 
these Annuity Agreements their finest investment—for these 


excellent reasons: 


SAFETY: Larger-than-legally-required reserve funds. Super- 
vision by a great bank and a competent finance committee. 
Annual outside audits. A record of unfailing payments for 
more than 100 years. 


SECURITY: Steady, fixed income as high as 7%, depending 
on age, begins immediately, is guaranteed for life, and is 
partially income-tax exempt. 


SATISFACTION: Proceedings from this enterprise go to help 
the vital Christian Cause to which the American Bible 
Society is dedicated—the translation and world-wide distri- 


bution of Holy Scripture in all languages, to all people, 


without note or comment and in cooperation with all 


denominations. 


Send Today for the interesting FREE booklet, 
“A Gift That Lives,” which tells you how you can 
both give and receive generously at the same time. 
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“A Gift That Lives.” 











American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet E-9 entitled 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 





LETTERS 


* tothe Editors 





HIGH SCHOOL WITNESSING 


A carbon copy of the following letter, 
sent to the Rev. Frank A. Lawrence of 
Indiana, Pennsylvania (see ETERNITY, June, 
1954), was received by Eternity. We print 
excerpts: 

I am glad to know that you are as in- 
terested in the salvation of high school 
students as anyone. However, when you 
state that “many will agree that the zeal 
of these youngsters and their advisers is 
questionable,” you aren’t fair. What do you 
know of their advisers? Do they have ad- 
visers in the sense you seem to infer and 
have you talked with such advisers to learn 
what advice had been given if any? Why is 
the zeal of born-again high school young- 
sters questionable at Armagh, Pennsyl- 
vania? 

If the principal of the United Joint High 
School has a problem as you state, it is 
self-created. The young people from my 
church have carried and read-their Bibles 
for years at this high school and have given 
tracts to those who would receive them. 
The previous administration at the school 
always got along well with the Christian 
young people who carried Bibles, tracts and 
said grace at lunch time. 

If the pupils were reading the Bible in 
class, we do not uphold them in this. My 
complaint was in regard to their being able 
to read library books, novels, funny books 
in study hall and library period, when their 
lessons are completed but not the Bible. 
Contrary to your statement that the princi- 
pal offered them a vacant room (but this 
is segregation and wrong) in which to read 
their Bibles, my objection was that they 
were sent to vacant rooms when they per- 
sisted in reading their Bibles in study 
periods while their fellow-students read 
novels and library books in the same class- 
rooms. 

You exaggerate twice when you state that 
“some of the pupils scrawled ‘Jesus saves’ 
and such phrases on papers sulmitted and 
on tests taken.” One pupil so far as I can 
learn, on a test paper which had been 
graded and returned and which paper said 
student assumed was permanently in his 
possession, wrote, not “scrawled” in a very 
fancy -and exaggerated manner, “jesus 
Saves.” Later the paper was recalled and the 
teacher, a minister of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, was very angry. 

The same pupil once before placed be- 
neath his name on a class paper, Philippians 
1:21. I do not see anything objectionable 
in this, though I grant a teacher the right 
to object if he or she finds it so. On another 
occasion this same boy, a keen, sweet- 
spirited, radiant Christian personality, en- 
tered a classroom where the teacher had 
chalked a Christmas greeting on the board 
which read, “Have a cool Yule you-all,” or 
words similar to that. He chalked beneath 
it in small letters, “Keep Christ in Christ- 
mas.” Our Johnstown papers advocated such 
procedure editorially; many, many secular 
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leaders did likewise, more this year than 


any year that I can mention or remember; 
and of course, Christians all over the land 
voiced this sentiment. Perhaps he may 
have been a bit forward in not securing 
permission to do this, but when you sift 
the thing to its dregs it is too insignificant 
to make much over. 
Dilltown, Penna. 

Epwarp M, Houser 


In the May issue of Erernity is an arti- 
cle about a teacher slapping a pupil. I have 
been trying to put myself in the place of 
both pupil and teacher. 

As a mother with three Christian daugh- 
ters married to three Christian men active 
in the church, I wondered if I should have 
allowed tracts to be given to my own 
while they were in school. If the tracts 
suited my faith, it would be one thing but 
the same liberty for one pupil must be given 
to another. Suppose pupils gave out Chris- 
tian Science, Catholic or Jehovah Witness 
literature. If it is right for one pupil, it is 
right for another. 

Then I wondered if the pupil could not 
read his Bible at home. Would it not give 
the impression similar to the Pharisee who 
insisted on praying on the street corner? 

Why not instead of insisting on giving 
tracts when it brought disfavor just try 
to be a living tract for Jesus in all His 
beauty—in helping, serving, going the sec- 
ond mile? There are many ways to show 
the beauty of Jesus rather than insisting on 
doing that which many of us would not 
be pleased with if the tracts were not of 
our way of thinking. 

Mrs. Ciara O. WINSLOW 
Lexington, Kentucky 


ON “WHERE AM | GOING?” 


Thank you for the stimulating article, 
“Where Am I Going?” There is so much 
truth for reflection. 

In these strategic days we must consider 
the outreaches of our gospel, over and 
above the petty systems of man. We must 
be “all things to all men, that we might 
by all means save some.” I rejoice at the 
prospect of the gospel’s being proclaimed 
on TV through you! 

However, on the grass roots level, coop- 
eration with some local church councils 
(with their pre-set programs from above), 
apart from compromise, is almost impossi- 
ble. Certainly, a Bible-loving testimony 
cannot condone the nebulous and spirit- 
ually anemic propaganda geared for the 
community life. 

Now, in the first instance, regarding the 
gospel on TV, the Light will be lifted high 
on a candlestick. In the latter instance, 
often the Light is extinguished under a 
bushel. The answer . . . “let every man be 
persuaded in his own mind.” The Holy 
Spirit will lead in each individual instance 
and I am sure the Holy Spirit desires the 
furtherance of the full gospel of Jesus 
Christ whenever it can be proclaimed with- 
out compromise. 

The Rev. Ernest L. Laycock 
First Baptist Church of Merrick 
Merrick, N. Y. 
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In all probability you have heard 
others teach from it if you haven't 
used it as a teaching aid yourself. 
And if you are a reader of ETER- 
NITY and have not previously heard 
about it, you are a rare person in- 
deed 


I am referring to a book by Dr. 
Barnhouse entitled Teaching the 
Word of Truth. 1 do not intend to 
review it in these columns for that 
would be unfair to the vast number 
of ETERNITY readers who use it 
continually. But for that rare per- 
son who does not 
know it, let me say 
that TWT (as it is 
referred to around 
the office) is a book 
containing eighty les- 
sons on Bible doc- 
trine written in form 
simple enough to use 
with children (it is 
stick-figure illus- 
trated) but profound 
enough to use in any 
Bible class. It is used as a text book 
in large adult Bible classes in prac- 
tically every part of the country and 
teachers in intermediate depart- 
ments continually write to order an- 
other copy, stating they have worn 
out their first copy from years of 
teaching. 

The book has gone through so 
many editions and printings that I 
doubt that anyone has an accurate 
record of the total number printed. 
In addition to the formal editions, it 
has been mimeographed and dupli- 
cated in part for DVBS, etc., so 
that it becomes impossible even to 
guess at its effectiveness, used as it 
is by the Lord to reach untold num- 
bers of people, young and old, to 
build them in a sound understand- 
ing of the Word of God. 


Particularly, though, I want to 
tell you about its use in other 
languages. It is understandable that 
a book which has been so helpful 
in a personal way to young people 
on their way to the mission field 
should go with them. Then, in a 
number of cases, the book has been 
translated so that nationals can use 
it as they begin to teach their own 
people. Some time ago the book was 
first translated into Arabic and pub- 
lished by the Nile Mission Press. 
Since then, TWT has become form- 


ally available in French and Korean 





In addition, all arrangements have 
been completed to issue the book in 
Japanese and Hindi. These editions 
will be available within a very short 
time. I should also add here that 
several organizations have prepared 
these lessons on record in English 
for the blind. 


At the present time a translation 
into Marathi has been completed 
and is ready for printing and work 
on a Spanish translation is almost 
finished. 


Correspondence available indi- 
cates that a number of other trans- 
lations have been made which never 
have been formalized. We know it 
is being issued in serial form in a 
Greek magazine. We 
have letters indicat- 
ing that it has been 
translated into Mani- 
puri and Urdu and 
feel that it may be 
available in Chinese 
‘and Swedish  al- 
though we have 
nothing in writing 
on the latter. If any 
of our readers know 
of translations in 
these or other languages not men- 
tioned above, it will be most help- 
ful if you will let me know so that 
the information will be available to 
anyone working in the language. 

In this connection there is need 
now for financial help with the 
printing of the Marathi edition. The 
Spanish edition will also require 
financial aid in order to make it 
available. The Arabic edition is out 
of print and the Nile Mission Press 
will need help in order to re-issue 
it. The foreign language editions 
are sold at a nominal price, of 
course, but because of the mission- 
ary nature of the work it goes with- 
out saying that very few of the 
editions are ever able to recuperate 
the printing costs. Naturally the 
complete cost of the first edition 
must be underwritten. Right now 
$1,000 is needed for the Marathi 
edition. 

If you would like to help make 
TWT available to others send 
gift to The Evangelical Foundation, 
Inc., indicating that you wish to 
help make TWT available to others 
in their own tongue. 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 








NOW AND LATER 


The mother and child shown on the 
cover of this issue symbolize the hun- 
dreds of tribal people who have never 
heard the gospel or had opportunity to 
read the Word of God in their own 
language. 

Wycliffe Bible Translators have dedi- 
cated themselves to the task of translat- 
ing the Bible into the tongues of these 
isolated and very precious people for 
whom Christ has died. The picture story 
on page 6 tells more about what is now 
being done to remedy this situation. 





Members of this tribe of Mixe Indians, 
represented by the mother and son, live 
in the mountains of Oaxaca and are 
nearly inaccessible because of the diffi- 
cult terrain. They are controlled by 
witch doctors and guided by supersti- 
tions. Although they give lip service to 
Catholicism, these Indians still worship 
native spirits and ancient gods and 
revere sacred caves. 

Turning from the mountains of 
Mexico to the editorial chambers of 
ETERNITY magazine is not as far as you 
may think. 

For behind the scenes of the Mexican 
picture story is the work of our staff and 
that includes Dr. Mary A. Bennett, man- 
aging editor, who is resigning to accept 
the post of Librarian and English In- 
structor at Philadelphia Bible Institute. 

Dr. Bennett is no stranger to the In- 
stitute for she has been serving the 
school part time and devoting the bulk 
of her working hours to editorial work. 
Now she will give the school her major 
time and will continue on the ETERNITY 
staff as a consulting editor. Incidentally, 


(Continued on page 48) 





Dr. Barnhouse’s New York Bible Class in 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 46th Street 
west of Eighth Avenue, continues to meet 
on Monday evenings at 7:45 even during 
his absence. 
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Christ Our Hope : 3 


By C. NORMAN BARTLETT 


The blessed hope of Christ’s second coming is not a sedative but a 


stimulant to faithful living and fruitful service for the Lord 


Churches convenes next month in Evanston, attended 

by nearly 1,500 delegates of denominations from many 
lands, it promises to be an ecclesiastical gathering of mo- 
mentous significance. 

Its proceedings will be watched with equally keen in- 
terest by adherents and opponents of this ecumenical 
movement that looms so large on the skyline of Christen- 
dom today. 

The theme chosen for this forthcoming Assembly by the 
Central Committee that met in Toronto in 1950 is “Christ 
—the Hope of the World.” At first thought, a more pertin- 
ent and appealing slogan could hardly have been selected. 
Its relevance to the needs of our day is beyond dispute. 
No subject could be more comprehensive. It merits the 
most careful consideration that can be given to it and 
challenges the pooled wisdom of all in attendance at the 
great convention. , 

The question very naturally arises as to why this particu- 
lar theme should have been decided upon as the focal point 
of deliberation by a Council of churches not regarded by 
many evangelicals as having any very pronounced predilec- 
tions in the direction of fundamentalism. In all probability 
the determining factor in the choice was the expressed 
wish of the member churches on the continent of Europe. 
It is only natural that the terrific pressure and persecution 
to which our brethren from across the sea have been sub- 
jected in recent days should have caused eschatology to 
assume a place of major importance and urgency in their 
thinking. The return of the Lord seems to them to offer 
the one and only egress from the desperate plight in which 
they find themselves. And who shall say they are entirely 
wrong? 

As might be expected, the selection of this theme has 
angered and disgusted many of the American delegates 
who have long been chronically allergic to the doctrine 
of the Second Coming of Christ. It is not a matter of 
surprise that a topic so loaded with eschatological implica- 
tions should prove as irritating to the liberals as it is 
gratifying to the conservatives. 

For some time past the churches in Europe have been 
saddened and bewildered by a growing trend in the 
United States to relegate theology to a minor role, to exalt 
the practical at the expense of the mystical, to play on 
the periphery of agonizing religious problems, and to 


We the Second Assembly of the World Council of 





Dr. C. Norman Bartlett is a member of 
the faculty of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 
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table concern with the world to come “until some more 
convenient time.” And who of us will ‘be bold enough to 
maintain that such an appraisal of the current mood in 
American church circles is wholly unwarranted? Be that 
as it may, American representatives will be well advised 
not to make this eschatological emphasis a bone of conten- 
tion, allowing their aversion to it to jeopardize the unity 
of the Assembly and the fruitfulness of its proceedings— 
as one of their own members, Paul S. Minear in the 
Christian Century (January, 1954) has cautioned. 

In connection with the over-all theme of the Assembly 
the following subsidiary subjects are to be thoroughly aired 
and discussed after a vast amount of preliminary study by 
special committees: (1) Our oneness in Christ and our 
disunity as churches, (2) the mission of the church to those 
outside her life, (3) the responsible society in a world 
prospectus, (4) Christians in the struggle for world com- 
munity, (5) the church amid social and ethnic tensions, 
and (6) the Christian in his vocation. In all of these areas, 
insist the program planners, commitment to Christ must 
be given full sway and the problems pertaining to them 
are to be studied in the light of the hope resident in Him. 

Speculation is more or less rife as to how this challenging 
theme, “Christ—the Hope of the World,” is going to be 
treated at the Assembly. Will a true Scriptural eschatology 
prevail, or will what the Bible has to say about last things 
be spiritualized and mythologized beyond all recognition? 

That this latter possibility is not entirely fantastic and 
chimerical is suggested in a report of the Advisory Com- 
mittee that cautions against “a literal acceptance of ‘the 
whole of biblical imagery and symbolism:” Again, will the 
true evangelical position be maintained, or will it be 
drowned in the flood of social, political and economic 
corollaries which the modernists are so fond of stressing at 
the expense of doctrine? 

While the introductory study pamphlets circulated among 
the churches are warmly evangelical in tone and emphasis 
(candor compels this admission on the part of the writer), 
one can but wonder to what extent such doctrinal orthodoxy 
will be given the right of way in an Assembly all too likely 
to be swayed and dominated by the liberal element of its 
constituency—unless the conservative delegates from Europe 
are able to take the reins with their hands. 

The substitution of the theme, “Christ—the Hope of the 
World,” for the one originally selected, “Christ, Our Hope,” 
may, or may not, foreshadow a dominant trend at the 
Assembly. Personally we feel that the original choice is the 


(Continued on page 46) 











Tarahumara dancers honor Virgin Guada- 
lupe. 


Linguists Dispel 
Mexico's Darkness 


T= Wycliffe Bible Translators, which have grown to a mission- 


ary family of 778 in 21 years, are driven by one consuming 

passion—to translate the Scriptures into all the remaining 
tongues of the earth. This tedious task has taken them into the 
deep jungle and to the mountaintops to reach colorful, primitive 
tribes such as the Amuzgo and Tarahumara tribes of Mexico. 


Using scientific linguistic methods, these unique missionaries 
already are working in 60 languages in Mexico, 22 in Peru, 9 in 
Ecuador, 7 in the Philippines and $3 in the U. S. Carrying the 
gospel by this method is never spectacular, but putting the Bible 
in the hands of a former pagan who now may rejoice in the grace 
of God, has its own compensation. 


The photographs of these Mexican Indians were taken by cap- 
able Paul Smith, a Wycliffe worker. 
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At the extrerme left, Amado, an 
Amuzgo who has been won to Christ, 
drinks cane juice fresh from the press. 
A young woman of the same tribe 
shells corn by hand before making 
tortillas. 


Tarahumara Indians, who make their 
own violins, shown (above) during a 
fiesta of mixed Roman Catholic and 
pagan rites. (Right) It may take three 
months to make a dress on a crude 
hand loom. 





Slow Painful Work Bears Fruit 
as Pagans Respond to Truth 
Told in Their Own Strange Tongue 


Ken Hilton and Ramon translate Scriptures Sawiya, a happy Christian, wove this dress 


Indians love to hear records in their own tongue—a wonderful gospel opportunity. 























WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Colombia may soon be a South American Spain 


Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt - 


India admits 109 U. S. missionaries were refused visas 


190,000 hear Billy Graham in final London meetings 


PROTESTANT SCHOOLS REOPENED 

The state of affairs in Colombia con- 
tinues to be most critical. An event that 
has recently taken place showed the 
importance of continuing pressure from 
the United States. The Colombian Gov- 
ernment had closed the schools on the 
Islands of San Andres and Providencia. 
Time had reported the closing of the 
five Protestant schools on these islands 
which are almost completely Protestant. 
The President of the Republic an- 
nounced early in May that he had 
ordered the reopening of the schools. 

Under a ruling issued in January by 
the Interior Ministry, Protestant mission- 
aries are barred from performing any 
public missionary or educational work 
in Roman Catholic mission territory, ex- 
cept for children of non-Catholic for- 
eigners. The people of the Protestant 
islands filed petitions setting forth that 
the Islands “are predominantly Protes- 
tant and have been so for generations,” 
and therefore the islands cannot be re- 
garded as Roman Catholic mission terri- 
tory. Many matters were left in abeyance 
and the Protestants feel that continuing 
pressure must be brought to bear. 

One of the most important events is 
the coming election in Colombia to 
change the constitution in order to eli- 
minate religious freedom. The Govern- 
ment’s Commission on Constitutional 
Studies charged with drawing up recom- 
mended changes in the Colombian Con- 
stitution has adopted two articles to re- 
place the present Article 53 which guar- 
antees freedom of religion. The two arti- 
cles, forced on the Commission by the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy eliminate all 
reference to religious freedom and place 
non-Catholic Christians in a position of 
inferiority and civil disability. 

This change in the Constitution in- 
troduces three basic new ideas: 1. It 
eliminates the expression “liberty of 
conscience is“ guaranteed”; 2. It ex- 
changes “liberty of worship” for “toler- 
ance” of non-Catholic worship; 3. It for- 
bids the right to disseminate non-Catho- 
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lic religious information. The liberty 
of the Protestant press, the liberty of as- 
sembly and the liberty to teach are all 
placed in jeopardy. Under the new con- 
stitution Protestants would be _pro- 
hibited from publishing any religious 
paper, tract, literature, sermon or Sun- 
day school lesson. The book stores would 
be closed. They would be denied any 
voice in the public press. Protestant con- 
ventions, meetings, or religious services 
could not be held in public halls, stad- 
iums, private schools or theaters. No 
Protestant radio programs could be 
broadcast. Withdrawal of freedom of 
education would give the hierarchy of 
the Roman Church the right to close the 
remaining Protestant schools. 

The Editor of Erernity suggests that 
many people write to their Senators, and 
ask that a public protest be made on 
the floor of the United States Senate 
against this return to medievalism on the 
American continent. What a wonderful 
thing it would be if the Monroe Doc- 
trine could be interpreted in such a way 
that this alien and foreign power—as 
alien and as foreign as Communism— 
could be forced to take its hands from 
the throats of a sister Republic. It 
should be foreseen that if this program is 
able to be used effectively in Colombia 
the Roman Catholic Church will seek to 
have it enforced in other Latin Ameri- 
can nations. ; 


MISSIONARIES ACCUSED OF POLITICKING 

A high government official speaking 
before the Parliament of India disclosed 
the fact that 109 American missionaries 
have been refused permission to enter 
that country during the past two years. 
Deputy Home Minister Balwant Mar- 
gesh Datar gave the figures. He also 
stated that 789 U. S. missionaries had 
been approved for entry in the same 
two-year period. The applications of the 
109 were rejected, he stated, on the 
ground that their services “were not 
required.” Some of them had stated that 
they wished to enter India in order to 


propagate religion, and he said that this 
was not to be permitted. 

A year ago Mr. Datar and the Home 
Minister Katju, announced that it was 


‘ the Government policy to limit evangeli- 


cal work to natives. Foreign missionaries 
who were being admitted, they said, 
understood that their proper roles in 
India were in educational, medical, phil- 
anthropic, agricultural and social uplift 
work. The Government's attitude has 
undoubtedly been influenced by the fre- 
quent charges made by members of 
Parliament that foreign missionaries 
have mixed in Indian politics. This 
accusation has been made principally 
against Roman Catholics as their mission 
at Bangalore had been politically active. 
The Archbishop denied that there had 
been any forced conversions to Catholic- 
ism, saying that this was against Papal 
teaching. Mr. Datar was asked on the 
floor of Parliament if Lutheran mission- 
aries in Orissa had been found fostering 
political discontent among the district’s 
tribal peoples. The Deputy Minister said 
that two reports concerning the work of 
these missionaries had been received re- 
cently but declined to comment on the 
matter. 

Meanwhile, in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
the Church of Scotland Committee said 
that the misgivings in India over for- 
eign missionaries were caused by the 
influx of large numbers of American 
missionaries since the war, a high pro- 
portion of them belonging to “divisive 
evangelical groups.” Those who know 
the situation seem to think that num- 
bers of missionaries have gone into 
India not fully informed as to the man- 
ner of operating in a land where there 
is such tension. We must never forget 
that the offense of the cross is bad 
enough without there being the offense 
of the missionary, and it takes tremend- 
ous tact to cooperate in certain parts of 
the world today. All missions should see 
that every candidate for the hot places 
of the world should be trained in much 
more than doctrine. 











THE ARCHBISHOP WAS THERE 

The : Billy Graham campaign in Lon- 
don ended with a record crowd of 120,- 
000 present at the Wembley Stadium 
and 70,000 at the White City Stadium. 
This means that on a rainy day 190,000 
people came to the closing meetings of 
the campaign. The Archbishop of Can- 
terbury pronounced the benediction 
while many notables were present. The 
Church of Scotland has given an official 
invitation to Billy Graham to return for 
a mission in Scotland next year. The 
Episcopal Church has announced 
through the Bishop of Argyll that it 
would join in the Scotch meetings. It is 
very possible therefore that there will 
be great campaigns in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow next year. The prayers of God's 
people must continue to be with Billy in 
the great work God has called him to do. 


ON THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH 


An important book on the meaning 


of the Church has been published by a 
Scotch Presbyterian missionary to South 
India. Bishop Leslie Newbigin went to 
India as a Presbyterian missionary. 
When the Anglican, Methodist, Con- 
gregational and Reformed Churches 
merged Newbigin became a Bishop in 
the Church of South India. His book is 
entitled The Household of God: Lec- 
tures on the Nature of the Church. 

The book is important and will be of 
interest to thoughtful Christians. The 
author has lived to see the gospel go into 
southern India in the same way that it 
entered the Roman Empire in the first 
generation of Christian history. Mission- 
aries of many different ecclesiastical 
backgrounds brought. the gospel and 
people were saved through their minis- 
try. When they have come together as 
one they have formed a true church or- 
ganization, he holds. A critic might point 
out that there was a great deal of influ- 
ence from Anglo-Saxon lands on the 
leadership and that the church had not 
come spontaneously as the church did in 
the first century. To me his great error 
is the familiar assertion of the Church’s 
“fundamental continuity with the old 
Israel.” When this point of view is taken 
much becomes weak in any argument for 
the Church is a supernatural thing. Per- 
haps the greatest lesson of the book is 
that the ecumenical movement is born 
on the foreign mission field where the 
need of unity in the face of mass pagan- 
ism is felt much more than anywhere else 
in the world. 
VISAS FOR WCC VISITORS 

A very important decision has been 
made by the State Department in the 
announcement that the delegates of 
churches in Communist-ruled countries 
will have little difficulty in obtaining 
American visas to attend the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Evanston, Illinois, in Aug- 
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ust. There probably will be delegates 
from Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Germany. It should be noted of 
course that the Governments of these 
countries will issue passports to very 
few delegates. Those from behind the 
Iron Curtain will be but a tiny percent- 
age of the total number of official church 
representatives at Evanston. 

The reports in the daily press have 
carried the information that American 
Legion executive officials have stated 
that the admission of some of these dele- 
gates would threaten American security. 
This, of course, is laughable in the ex- 
treme, and it is interesting to note that 
the Chicago Tribune, which is noted 
for its isolationism, has said editorially 
that “the danger to our security from 
the Evanston meeting is far less than 
the benefits it should bring as a witness 
to the common loyalties of Christians 
throughout the world.” The editorial in 
the Tribune continued, “It is possible 
that some of the visitors from Soviet- 
controlled countries may be heartened 
to carry on against oppression of religion 
in their own lands. At least they will 
be able to see what happens in a coun- 
try that believes in freedom of religion.” 

There have been those in religious 
circles who have attacked the idea of 
delegates to Evanston from iron-curtain 
countries. The littleness of such ideas 
is apparent, when we consider that these 
people are true Christians forced to live 
under Soviet rule. Let’s face it: if you 
were forced to live in Franco’s Spain or 
in Hungary for example, you would have 
much more liberty in Hungary than in 
Franco’s Spain to preach the gospel 
freely. Dr. Hromadka has been called by 
some a Communist. I have known Dr. 
Hromadka in the past and have talked 
with him personally and am convinced 
that he is no more of a Communist than 
is Senator McCarthy. Any Christian liv- 
ing behind the Iron Curtain must walk a 
tight-rope. Hromadka made statements 
to the effect that it is possible for Chris- 
tians to live under Communist rule. 
This would be the equivalent of St. 
Paul’s stating that it was possible for 
Christians to maintain a church in 
Rome under Nero. It did not make Paul 
pro-Nero, nor does it make Hromadka 
pro-Communist. 

PERILS OF CHRISTIAN AMENDMENT 

There has been considerable conflict 
over the Congressional hearing on a 
proposed Constitutional amendment 
which would declare that “This nation 
devoutly recognizes the authority and 
law of Jesus Christ, Saviour and Ruler 
of Nations.” The Editor of Ererniry 
wishes to express his unalterable opposi- 
tion to any such Constitutional change. 
The liberties which we hold rest on the 
Bill of Rights in the Constitution on 
which are based the complete separation 


of church and state. The moment the 
Constitution is changed in such a man- 
ner as proposed the door is open for a 
religious dictatorship sometime in the 
future. Any one who has ridden south 
of Madrid in Spain knows the colossal 


monument to “Christ the King,” and 
recognizes that one of the most horrible 
of all the Catholic doctrines rests upon 
the assumption that Christ is at present 
King of the earth and that the Roman 
Church as His vicarate is to take con- 
trol of secular government as well as 
religious government. We had better let 
well enough alone. 
GROCER-PREACHER IN MOBILE 

Mobile, Alabama, has been the scene 
of a remarkable eight-day crusade of ev- 
angelism, during which the 15,000-seat 
football stadium was filled to capacity 
at every service. The evangelist was 
Howard E. Butt, Jr., 27-year-old execu- 
tive of a chain of super-markets in 
southern Texas. I met the evangelistic 
party when I was preaching in Miami 
recently and know that they are devoted 
men exalting the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The remarkable thing about Mr. Butt is 
that he goes back to Texas between 
meetings and runs his chain of grocery 
stores. I believe that this is the way the . 
Lord intended Christian laymen to work, 
and am delighted that Mr. Butt is not 
in “fulktime” work. His message is 
much stronger because of his lay posi- 
tion. We praise God for him and wish 
him every success. 
VOELKELS RETURN TO KOREA 

Harold and Gertrude Voelkel have 
just returned to Korea. The Voelkels 
(sent out by Tenth Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia of which the Editor of 
ETERNITY is pastor and maintained by 
them through the years) have un- 
doubtedly made their mark in Korea as 
few misionaries have impressed their 
message on any part of the earth. Harold 
Voelkel perhaps can be credited humanly 
speaking more than any man with the 
fact that tens of thousands of North 
Korean prisoners refused to go back to 
their homes in North Korea or in China. 
This was a triumph which gave the Com- 
munists a bitter mouthful of dust. Mr. 
Voelkel is seen in the photograph (page 
11) with a barbed-wire cudgel which 
was used by North Korean Communist 
war prisoners on their own fellow pris- 
oners who turned to Christianity. Many 
Christians were killed in the camps. 
Thousands of men signed petitions and 
sealed them with their own blood, re- 
fusing to be repatriated by the Reds. 
When the great masses of prisoners were 
taken, Mr. Voelkel was sent to the 
camps, the prisoners were cowering in 
fright as they had been told they would 
be murdered if they allowed themselves 
to be taken prisoner. Mr. Voelkel went 
in and took them a thousand at a time, 
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talking to them in Korean and teaching 
them to sing “Jesus loves me, this I 
know” in Korean. He would go back day 
after day and from morning to night 
from group to group until tens of 
thousands of men had been met. In 
Bible-memorizing competitions there 
were many of the prisoners who memor- 
ized whole books of the New Testament. 

The prayers of our readers must be 
with the Voelkels as they return to 
that land of tremendous opportunity. 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE VS. PUBLIC HEALTH 

The Satanic foolishness of Christian 
Science has been exposed in startling 
fashion by an incident that took place 
in Los Angeles recently. Time magazine 
reports the details. A high school teacher, 
Cora Sutherland, developed a hacking 
cough in 1951 and lost weight steadily. 
She taught short-hand to three classes 
daily totalling more than 70 pupils. The 
students and fellow teachers whispered, 
but nobody knew what ailed her, for 
Cora Sutherland was a Christian Scien- 
tist. Instead of submitting to chest X-rays 
every three years as do Los Angeles’ 
13,000 teachers, she turned in an aff- 
davit declaring herself free“of communic- 
able disease. Last autumn she became 
too sick to teach and took leave of ab- 
sence. Her Christian Science practitioner 
certified that she was suffering from a 
“lung congestion, aggravated by activ- 
ity.” When her salary stopped, he cut 
his fees for treatment (prayer and read- 
ings from the works of Mary Baker 
Eddy) from $62 to $25 a month. In 
March her brother finally insisted she go 
to a hospital. The day after she was ad- 
mitted, she died of tuberculosis. The 
coroner‘s report showed she had prob- 
ably had TB in active form for fully 
two years. The city’s health department 
was alarmed and went out looking for 
72 recent graduates of the school who 
had been exposed to her tuberculosis, 
and urged all to appear for chest X-rays. 
Now the health department has asked 
the Board of Education to require all 
teachers to submit to complete medical 
examination. It said in the resolution: 
The teachers now side-stepping the ex- 
aminations ‘‘may be exposing the school 
population of 463,719 to tuberculosis, 
a leading killer.” This incident reminds 
us of the time that an amendment to a 
resolution was introduced into the 
Georgia State Legislature asking that 
Christian Scientists be freed for medical 
examinations before marriage. The 
amendment was quickly killed when one 
of the representatives said that the germ 
of syphilis did not distinguish between 
Christian Scientists and non-Christian 
Scientists. In California they have now 
proved the same thing for tuberculosis 
germs. 


DR. WILSON RETIRES 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson has retired from _ 
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the active presidency of the Kansas City 
Bible College after many years of faith- 
ful service and has become President 
Emeritus. The new President, Dr. Rob- 
ert H. Belton, a member of the Kansas 
City Presbytery of the United Presby- 
terian Church, brings to his work a 
varied experience and a background of 
education and devotion to the Lord that 
bids fair to make the Kansas City Bible 
College an increasingly important cen- 
ter. The good wishes of all will accom- 
pany Dr. Wilson in his retirement. 


SENATOR FERGUSON AND ISRAEL 

An advertisement in the New York 
Times for the Israel Bond Organization 
which is seeking to sell bonds of the 
Government of Israel to people in 
America, contains some very interesting 
statements. One of them made by a 
Protestant includes the following: “I 
firmly believe that this effort not only 
serves the traditions of the Jewish 
people, that it not only fulfills the prom- 
ises of the Bible, but it also serves the 
hopes of all Americans for a Democratic 
order in which all peoples will live and 
prosper in peace.” The writer of that 
paragraph is United States Senator 
Homer Ferguson. 
JIBES FROM A PSYCHIATRIST 

The debunking of the Kinsey Report 
has been given considerable impetus by 
a statement against it from one of the 
most important psychiatrists in the 
United States. Dr. Karl Menninger of 
Topeka, Kansas, accused Kinsey of be- 
ing “naive in his approach” and said 


that his latest book was “a shocking mis- 
representation of female sexuality.” 
This volume, Dr. Menninger said, could 
more accurately be entitled “What 5,000 , 
or 6,000 rather talkative ladies told me — 
about sexual behavior of women in the . 
United States under certain conditions.” 
“One does not take at face value what 
5,000 talkative women tell him,” the 
Topeka psychiatrist said, adding that 
Dr. Kinsey had “ignored love” as a vital 
aspect of human sexuality. 
NUNS WITHOUT GARB 

A new order of nuns has been estab- 
lished in the United States under the 
name of “International Catholic Auxil- 
iaries.” The members are a band of 
women who pledged themselves to pov- 
erty, celibacy and obedience, and live 
a community life. But unlike other re- 
ligious, they dress in clothes of their 
own choice and their solemn oaths differ 
from vows taken by religious in that 
they are not canonical. The members 
vow for life to work in mission countries 
in the service of the local bishop for the 
“promotion and education of a strong, 
permanent native laity.” 
SEOUL OR PYONGYANG-—LESSON IN FAITH 

The General Assembly of the Korean 
Presbyterian Church voted to hold its 
meeting in 1955 at “Seoul or Pyong- 
yang” (the capital city of Communist 
North Korea). Before the war it was one 
of the chief centers of the church and 
there were many thousands of Christians 
in the community. The importance of 


(Continued on page 41) 





The Rev. Harold Voelkel of Philadelphia (left), former UN chaplain to Korean civilians and 
POWs, shows Dr. James Z. Nettinga of the American Bible Society’s Southern California Dis- 
trict, a barbed wire cudgel used by North Korean Communist war prisoners on their own 
fellow prisoners who turned to Christianity. Voelkel also holds petitions signed in their 


own blood by Christians POWs in Korea who 


fused to be repatriated by the Reds. 
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But what can we DO 


here is nothing accidental about divisions among Chris- 

tians. There is a good reason why some think they are 

zealously combatting Communism when they are only 
fighting each other, while others close their eyes and try to 
wish the whole problem away. As usual, “an enemy hath 
done this”—the same old enemy who has always specialized 
in confusion and deception and the paralyzing effect of 
selfish indifference. 

The first thing for a Christian to do about Communism 
is to begin to understand more of its nature. It is easy to 
think of Communists as all being greedy gangsters with an 
insane lust for blood. It is simple to explain every Red 
advance as resulting from nothing but violence and espion- 
age. But Communism is not that simple. It is a many-headed 
monster, and each head has a different appearance, and 
while we are busy trying to destroy one of them the whole 
creature may be growing. 

An Earthly Paradise 

Communism is a plan to make earth a paradise, just as 
Satan has always dreamed. It must therefore concern itself 
with everything that concerns man. It is rooted in an ex- 


planation of the universe as being nothing but matter, 
eternal but ever-changing according to its own mysterious 


nature—a philosophy that denies God but gives matter. 


itself many of His attributes. Communism takes over the 
sciences and shapes them so that they prove what it wants 
them to prove. Communism takes over history and makes 
it a story of change based only on the rise and fall of social 
classes. Since absolute truth depends on the existence of a 
moral God, the “truth” of Communism is that which helps 
its cause, and “right” is what the Party chooses to do. 

The blood-mad maniac may have his work in Moscow 
dungeons, but he is not the most dangerous Communist. 
The men who without a qualm can sentence millions to 
die might have a normal distaste for the sight of blood and 
seem much like other men. They may admire Shakespeare, 
or the music of Beethoven as Lenin did. They may have 
their pictures taken patting the heads of children as Stalin 
did—a man whom that astute observer of human nature, 
Winston Churchill, once called “that great and good man.” 
Or they may look like other “clean-cut Americans.” They 
differ from others in that nothing matters to them but the 
triumph of Communism. 


A Never-Changing Goal 

The goal of godless paradise never changes. Communists 
will never be satisfied until every island on earth has been 
taken and every thought of God has been wiped from the 
memory of man. But tactics change, not only from year to 
year but from day to day—and how many words the politi- 
cians and commentators waste on speculations on the 
meaning of these shifts. 

Communists use every means to their end. No one works 
so hard as they to build unions, which must be made power- 
less once the revolution comes. None are such tireless 


12 The Word is our only infallible guide to action 


nationalists in small and undeveloped countries, though 
Communism is the opposite of nationalism and is pledged 
to destroy it. Communists organize pacifists to sabotage 
wars they oppose, and shoot them as enemies of the people 
when they come to power. They shout for academic free- 
dom, but no informed Communist believes it is right in a 
“people’s democracy.” They speak for the grievances of 
small farmers, and promise sharecroppers and poor peasants 
their own plots of land when big estates are divided, though 
Communism teaches that land must be socialized and 
cultivated in huge state farms. Communists work with 
witch doctors or Catholic priests or Protestant pastors, giv- 
ing each warm assurance of support while planning for the 


_ day when they can be liquidated. These are not changes in 


line. These are not inconsistencies. These are tactics fully 
explained in Communist textbooks. It is a very consistent 
line, fathered by the father of lies. 


The Real Danger 


How much attention we give to figures, seeking to know 
how many belong to the Communist Party in each country, 
when figures tell so little of the real danger. Communists 
do not want a majority of the people inside their Party— 
they want those who will give everything for the cause and 
put nothing before it. They do not even need a majority 
to support them or agree with them. They do need to have 
the majority neutralized—by conditions, by propaganda 
or by fear. All they need is that many should be soured by 
corruption and the endless wrangling of politicians; or be 
made desperate by hunger; or be sick of war; or simply 
be brought to the point of saying “It’s not my business.” 
Communists have no illusions about revolution. in pros- 
perous America. They can wait for debt and war costs and 
overproduction and class conflict and economic battles be- 
tween North and South and jealousy among nations—and 
possibly war devastation—to do their work first. 

““Tis the final conflict—” these words from “The Inter- 
nationale” were sung by Communists of every nation until 
the recent soft-pedaling of international organization. We 
must see that Communism is indeed a part of Satan’s 
final conflict with God. Then we must prayerfully examine 
each weapon the church is. asked to use in this war. 


Not Carnal but Spiritual 


Governments of this world naturally seek material de- 
fense. Atomic subs, guided missiles, H-bombs—we have 
these means of death-dealing defense, but never enough for 
security since the enemy has them too, and we must rush 
to build more and to invent better ones. We seek to hold 
the line by arming other nations and feeding them and 
building their economic strength. We spend money for 
radio broadcasts and literature urging the world to imitate 
the democracy and prosperity of America. Weapons, ma- 
chinery, welfare programs, propaganda—free nations do 
not use them as does the Communist enemy, but if we 
trust in them we, too, are materialists. If the church’s 
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about Communism? 


weapons “are not carnal but spiritual,” then we must 
give our attention to something quite different. 


Again, the church is asked to take sides in partisan 
politics. Some would have us trust the United Nations, 
pathetically hoping that the frail ropes of agreements will 
hold a fire-breathing dragon. Others insist that evangelical 
churches support isolationism, ignoring the fact that Mos- 
cow rejoices at the speeches of American isolationists since 
each will have violently anti-American answers in a dozen 
countries. There are just as dangerous pitfalls in national 
and local politics, to the right and to the left. When 
Christian debates Christian, how quickly rises the flush of 
what we call “righteous indignation.” Then Satan laughs, 
and amid our confusion we see Communism marching on, 
while at the same time Catholic dictatorships flourish, and 
materialism grows stronger in our own country. 


A Black Picture 


If this seems too black a picture, let us remember that 
God’s Word calls these only the beginning of sorrows. We 
often say that we live in the last days, but our actions prove 
that we hope it is not so. The world has gone through 
many dark days. If only we could find just the right pro- 
gram of action, we think we might push the clock back a 
century or so, and go on with business as usual. 


The church is weak because even now we do not know 
that man is helpless to hold back the flood of evil. God 
says “Put not your trust in princes,” and “Cease ye from 
man,” and “Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the 
Lord.” If only we believed this, what a difference it would 
make. Then when we were asked, “What is the way to 
fight Communism?” we would answer, “We have no way but 
Christ.” 

If we knew our helplessness, we would ask God to search 
us and show us our sin and failure. He would have many 
of us compare our service to Him with the service any 
“good” Communist gives to the cause of darkness—night 
after night and week end after week end given to meetings 
or distributing literature, enduring ridicule, risking loss of 
job, going to jail and often being willing to give up life 
for the cause with no hope of anything beyond death. 
God would ask us again if it is too much for us to give the 
world His message, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, 
for why will ye die?” 


Wasted Time 


The Lord would remind most of us how we have spent 
money in these years of advancing Communism. We cannot 
recover what has gone for trifles, and if this were possible 
we could no longer spend it to bring the news of the love 
of Christ to those now engulfed by the Communist flood. 
We have thought we have done more than is required 
of us—and yet how much care we have for our own com- 
fort. But the Lord is merciful to those of contrite heart, 
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and will show us how many others there are who may still 
hear the truth that will make them forever free. 

If we sincerely ask the Lord to search us, we must let 
Him talk to us about our attitude toward our fellow 
men. Neither our ideas of freedom nor our faith will at- 
tract those who see in us no real care for them as individ- 
uals. By far the strongest appeal of Communism is to 
those—the majority of humanity—who feel they are despised 
because of race or nation. It is not enough if we as Chris- 
tians have not persecuted them ourselves, for well they 
know how prejudice hides behind chilly courtesy. Only if 
we have loved them as our own, can we be sure that their 
blood is not on our hands—and our many explanations will 
freeze on our lips when we stand before the Christ who 
died for us, and for them. 


Truly understanding our helplessness, we would be 
driven to pray. There are those who take prayer seriously, 
who come near to fulfilling the command to pray without 
ceasing, but they are not many. Even in public prayer. our 
attention is most often on our own immediate needs. We 
feel it proper now and then to pray for revival, but are 
neither surprised nor greatly disturbed if our special meet- 
ings bring no great moving of the Spirit among believers 
and no spiritual awakening of the whole community— 
though nothing less could bring the church to the place 
where God’s power could work through it. We are not 
ceaselessly praying that the Communist enemy be restrained 
and that the gospel may reach those who still have not 
heard. Rarely do we remember to cry out for the Lord’s 
strong support of our brothers in Communist lands and 
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Earl Ashelford, 35-year-old manager of the Springfield, Ohio, Muni- 
cipal Airport and an ex-stunt pilot, was always a stickler for safety 
rules. Last autumn he put on a demonstration for 300 spectators to 
illustrate the dangers of sloppy flying. At an altitude of 600 feet he 
put his plane into a spin, then started to pull out. But his controls 
failed, he crashed and was killed instantly. “Thou therefore which 
teacheth another, teachest thou not thyself?” (Rom. 2:21). “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (Jn. 13:17). 
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LOVE'S FRUIT 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love . . . 
(Gal. 5:22). That truth is a common- 
place to too many Christians. The verse 
is known by memory, but the inner 
meaning is frequently hidden under a 
coating of living habits which keeps 
love from bearing its fruit. For if the 
fruit’ of the Spirit is love, the fruit of 
love must become a pattern of life. 

When: you awake in the morning and 
your mind swims into the consciousness 
of the things of this life, everything is 
set right for the day if the heart really 
feeds upon the fact that we have been 
loved by God, and that He has given 
His Son to die for us. We meditate upon 
this and we begin to realize how small 
any difficulties are which we must con- 
front in the course of the day. (Inci- 
dentally, and quite in passing, one of 
the most important physicians in the 
United States says that such an attitude 
is very good for the physical nature and 


is perhaps the strongest antidote to ul- 


cers!) 

It is impossible to meditate long upon 
the love of God for us without begin- 
ning to think of love toward others. I 
have discovered that it is salutary to 
think over the previous day’s doings, 
especially to ask myself if there was the 
slightest residue of resentment toward 
anyone because of anything he had 
said or done against me. One of the 
greatest joys in the world is to think of 
something that has caused the old na- 
ture to react, defending itself, and then 
to bring the heart to the place where it 
is possible to pray, truly, for the blessing 
of the one: who has caused the hurt. 
“Pray for them that despitefully use 
you,” said the Lord (Mt. 5:44). I be- 
lieve that this is a command from Him, 
but a command which is utterly impossi- 
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ble to obey unless the old heart has 
first been yielded to Him for crucifixion 
death and the new heart bathed in His 
love. 

As this pattern of living becomes nor- 
mal, it is soon discovered that the early 
resentments are no longer great. Things 
which would have caused the old nature 
to howl with outraged pride before now 
bring no more than a small shrug of the 
shoulders. What were once small resent- 
ments are not even considered and after- 
ward it is impossible to remember them 
unless someone reminds you of them. 

Our personal enemies are rarely 
hungry, so we have no opportunity to 
feed-them as the Bible says, but there 
are many ways in which love can en- 
compass them. Pray that their home life 
may be happy, that their children may 
do well in school, that they may be in 
health and prosperity. After all, the Lord 
not only tolerates us, He loves us. So 
we can love those who are mean to us, 
and grow amazingly in the process. 


OBEDIENCE 


Some time ago I counseled with two 
Christian people, a husband and a wife, 
who came to me with a very grave prob- 
lem. Through the years, because of 
bickering and nagging on both sides, 
there had developed a tension between 
them which, in unsaved persons, would 
have caused an immediate separation 
and divorce. 

I showed them the word of God in 1 
Corinthians 7 where the Holy Spirit 
tells believers that they are not to leave 
the other party in a marriage. They 
agreed that they had already formed this 
opinion and came to me more for con- 
firmation and strengthening than for 
knowledge of what they should do. The 
tension between these two people be- 





came such that it might almost be de- 
scribed as a physical allergy. 

Months have passed. A letter asking 
for my continued prayer, includes the 
following: “We have given this matter 
much prayer since our conversation with 
you, and still there is no change. We 
have learned to accept the sacrifice it 
inflicts upon both of us, for you see, we 
love Him more dearly than life itself.” 

I am convinced that the implications 
of such a situation are incredibly great 
in the invisible spiritual warfare between 
God and Satan. I would not be aston- 
ished if God had permitted Satan to 
bring this difference between these two 
people much as he permitted great 
suffering to come to Job. Satan may well 
have said: “If such a thing happens to 
these two people they will disobey, 
separate, and find someone more to their 
carnal taste.” To this God replies that 
He is able so to woo the hearts of men 
unto HimSelf that in spite of anything 
that is of human desire the Lord’s way 
shall be first. Here is likeness to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we must never 
forget that it is written in the Word of 
God, “Even Christ pleased not himself” 
(Rom. 15:3). 


WHOSE ADVICE? 

Among people who profess to believe 
in Jesus Christ there is all too much 
identifying God’s will with one’s own 
whim. There are many people who must 
believe that God’s will is their will be- 
cause they want so much to do some- 
thing that they feel that surely God must 
agree. Frequently this “feeling” is in 
spite of the fact that the Bible flatly con- 
tradicts their position or disallows their 
decision. 

A letter was received recently from a 
young woman who had come to the 
Editor for advice in a certain city sev- 
eral years ago. She was now removed to 
a distant city, because, after having fol- 
lowed this advice and having remained 
with her husband for ten years, and 
after having had four children, she had 
decided not to follow it any longer and 
so had left him. 

If it were no more than the advice of 
a human being, she would have every 
right to disregard it. On the contrary she 
had been given definite indication of 
the revealed will of God. Therefore her 
question takes on an entirely different 
aspect. What she should have written 
would have read like this: “Having fol- 
lowed the will of God for ten years and 
remained with my husband, I have now 
determined to leave the will of God for 
my own will and do as I please. I have, 
therefore, abandoned him and come to 
this city where I now reside.” 

In almost the same mail a letter came 
from a lawyer who had been brought 
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to the Editor by mutual friends because 
of his Sunday school teaching in which 
he took positions that were contrary to 
the Word of God. He writes: “I have 
reached this conclusion: so far as I am 
personally concerned, in regard to an 
approach to religious matters—that is— 
that I will not try to force my mind to 
a position which I cannot honestly ac- 
cept. I have long since found out that to 
pretend to beliefs that I cannot honestly 
accept merely makes for weakness and 
ineffectiveness. I have felt very keenly 
that one of the great weaknesses of 
fundamentalism, as practiced by the 
majority of the so-called fundamentalists, 
is that they give word of mouth belief 
to what have been described as certain 
fundamental doctrines and then they 
pursue their lives as they please from 
that point on. In other words, their be- 
lief has not changed their lives nor their 
way of acting. I feel that a. belief, no 
matter how much lip service we may 
give to it, that does not change our ap- 
proach to life is useless.” 

If we apply the lawyer’s letter to the 
woman’s problem she will see that it 
puts her in the position of wanting to 
hold doctrine and not practice it. She 
is really living by a whim of the flesh 
instead of by the will of God. 

As to the lawyer: if he would only 
analyze his own position, he would dis- 
cover that, fundamentally, his problem 
is the same as hers. If he were willing 
to do the will of God, he would know 
the doctrines. The Lord said in John 17 
that anyone who is willing to pursue 
truth to its ethical conclusion will know 
beyond question what the truth is. Only 
then—when we combine doctrine and 
doing—are we fully in the will of God. 


TENSION 

It is possible for a person to get what 
psychiatrists call a “fixation” and to 
look at all of life through that fixed 
idea. It is probably true that everyone 
has certain ideas that are so established 
as a part of his being that all of life 
is colored by them. If the ideas are 
rooted in reality, there is no damage to 
the individual. If the ideas are rooted 
in the imaginary, the individual may 
become a victim of paranoia. 

More than one person in Hollywood, 
for example, has been committed to a 
sanitarium because he brought himself 
to the firm conviction that some famous 
movie star was truly in love with him, 
though the star might not have been 
aware of his existence. But where two 
people truly love each other that love 
may be a calming, tempering factor in 
ordering the whole life and relieving the 
tensions of present-day existence. 

And for all—whether they are married 
or single, young or old, knowing human 
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love or not kowing it—the love of God 
is an atmosphere into which He wishes 
to draw us that we may know Him, and 
through that knowledge live a life of 
increasing peace and calm and joy. “He 
that dwelleth in love ‘dwelleth in God 
and God in Him” (1 John 4:16). 

I have proved in a thousand ways that 
really dwelling in the love of God can 
transform all of life’s actions and life’s 
situations. For example: We made a TV 
film in a studio, spent six hours on a 
fourteen-minute script and nobody was 
satisfied with it. The studio admitted 
that they had made several errors and 
finally agreed to shoot it over again 
without further cost. The re-shooting 
went through “in a breeze,” and the 
whole thing was done in less than two 
hours. One of the cameramen said to 
one of our associates, “This time there 
was no tension at all. Everything went 
smoothly.” I ran the films through the 
lens of my mind and realized that there 
had been a tremendous difference in 
me. In shooting the film the first time I 
was in the mood of being in front of a 
large audience, teaching the Word of 
God in the frame of mind of Moses 
when he thundered to Pharaoh, “Thus 
saith the Lord; Let my people go.” The 
second time I was in a frame of mind 
of putting my hand through the lens 
to shake hands with all the individuals 
who might be sitting in ones or twos in 
their living room. I was seeing’ them in 
their need and was wanting to come 
through to them to tell them the amaz- 
ing good news that God had nothing 
against them, and that their sins were 
remembered against them no more for- 
ever. It was being bathed in the Spirit 
of the love of God which had made all 
the difference in me, in my attitude, in 
my voice tone, and then, in the men 
who operated camera, sound, lights and 
props. Ask God to apply His love to 
your problem. The tension will be gone 
at once. Love is the answer. 


RENEWING ONE’S STRENGTH 

Life is an exhausting experience. It 
is easy to go down under the strain of 
modern living. It is common knowledge 
that with the increasing tempo of the 
twentieth century and its heavy demands 
upon the nervous system, there has been 
a corresponding increase in nervous and 
mental disorders. 

There is not only physical weariness 
and mental exhaustion. There is also 
weariness of spirit—the result of dreary 
monotony, deferred hopes, disappoinied 
wishes. 

If a man cannot keep pace with life, 
he is soon forgotten and left behind 
without a tear of sympathy or an offer 


of aid. Yet our great and good God 


cares. He says to us, There is available 
for you, if you will use them, resources 
that will enable you to meet life in this 
hectic, overstrained world with trium- . 
phant victory instead of humiliating 
defeat. “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). 

What does it mean to wait upon the 
Lord? The obvious meaning of the 
word “wait” is to remain still, to stop. 
When we say to a child going out the 
door, “Wait!” we intend that the child 
shall stop. One of the lessons we need 
to learn in our fast-moving times is that 
we must take time to be still before 
God. A visitor from India once said to 
Professor James of Harvard: “I do not 
see how it is possible for you westerners 
to live as you do without a single mo- 
ment in your day given to tranquility 
and meditation!” 

Another meaning of the word “wait” 
is to “expect.” If I say to someone, 
“Wait for me there,” that implies that 
I may be expected at an appointed 
place at an appointed time. When the 
Lord tells us to wait upon Him, He is 
stirring in us an expectation of some 
good. The Psalmist expressed the idea 
perfectly when he said, “My soul, wait 
thou only upon God; for my expectation 
is from him” (Psa. 62:5). 

The Hebrew word translated “wait” 
in Isaiah 40:31 means “to bind together 
by twisting,” and suggests the strength 
given to a fragile vine that has twisted 
itself about a tree. 

Bring all these meanings together and 
we have these ideas: We are to pause in 
the furious whirl of things and wait 
upon the Lord as a servant waits upon 
his master for directions. We are to ex- 
pect some good thing. We are to bind 
our lives to the Lord. All express the 
thought of faith, trust, and dependence. 

The promise to them that “wait upon 
the Lord” .is a renewal of strength. The 
root idea of the word “renew” is to “ex- 
change,” and suggests receiving some- 
thing quite different and new in place 
of that which it supplants. What God 
offers us is an exchanging of our human 
weakness for His divine strength. Rich- 
ard Ellsworth Day, in his biography of 
D. L. Moody, says: “I often pondered, 
How could one man do so much? And 
I seemed to hear him laughing heartily, 
‘I didn’t do it. It was Christ. My strength 
was renewed with—HIS.’” 

When will we learn the simple lesson 
of these words? This is just what we 
need. Why do we not make our entire’ 
life one of simple dependence upon the 
Lord? H. W. O. 
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IN A NOISY WORLD 


As Christians we must hear the voice that speaks only in the soul's stillness 


Testament. I am always glad that the great story did not 

end with the triumph on Carmel, the stabbing fire, the 
roaring multitude and the dark clouds climbing out of the 
sea. All that is te!d in the incomparable eighteenth chapter 
of the first Book of Kings. Chapter nineteen tells a quieter 
tale, full of pathos aid the great pity of God for human 
weakness. Somehow ray head finds rest there. 

Before the host on the mountain by the sea Elijah had 
appeared a man of steel. He had defied potentates and a 
great hierarchy. The voice of his scorn and the accents of 
his faith ring triumphantly through the narrative. And 
now Elijah, the same man, hides in a cave on Horeb, 
because, forsooth, Jezebel had sent him a message: “As 
surely as you are Elijah and I am Jezebel, may the gods 
kill me and worse, if by this time tomorrow I do not make 
vour-life the same as any one of theirs.” The pagan princess 
of Tyre, who had taught Ahab to sin, referred to the priests 
of Baal, dead in the Brook Kishon. 

Worn to weakness by the emotional storms of the day of 
victory, wearied physically by the great efforts of the hour 
and the run to Jezreel, the man who had stood alone 
against a king and people, crumpled at a woman’s threat, 
rose “in terror” and “ran for his life.” Follow the story. 
No arresting hand stays his flight and forces him back to 
service. God goes with His overwrought servant, and when 
he begs in his broken hopelessness to die, puts sustaining 
food and drink beside him. “Rise and eat,” says the angel 
visitant, “or the journey will be too much for you.” 

Elijah came to Horeb, “the mountain of God.” The brief 
words of the story tell nothing of the days or weeks of his 
sojourn there. In days and nights of quietness the prophet 
must have surveyed the past with new and sharper perspec- 
tive, grasped with fresh clarity the laws of failure and suc- 
cess, and felt health and strength flow back to body and 
mind. And when the time was ripe God spoke to him. The 
words were clear and framed such a question that Elijah 
answered it aloud: “What doest thou here, Elijah?” The 
words long pent up rushed forth in reply: “I have been 
very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts: for the children of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, only 
I, am left, and they seek my life to take it away.” And God 
said: “Go and stand upon the mount before 1'.c Lord.” 

There, as the prophet stood on the mountain scree, the 
Lord taught him the last great lesson of his life. A sudden 
wind came roaring down the ravine, whistling along crag 
and precipice and bending the forest trees. “And God was 
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not in the wind.” Elijah heard no syllable of the clear voice 
which had spoken as one face to face that moment past. 
The ground began to lift and heave beneath his feet. Sick 
and dizzy, he strove to stand while the hills rocked and 
the landslides poured crashing to the valley floor. “And 
God was not in the earthquake.” Then, with the seismic 
rumblings still filling the hills with unnatural sound, came 
a fire. It swept with wicked volleys of crackling through 
the summer undergrowth, and licked the mountain firs 
still tinder-dry from the long drought. It filled the air with 
smoke and confusion. “And God was not in the fire.” 

After the earthquake, the wind and the fire, came the 
voice of God. Few verses have been so variously translated 
as that which tells the story. “A still small voice,” says the 
Authorized Version putting a phrase into literature so firmly 
that the latest of all translations retains it. “The voice of a 
gentle breeze,” says the first of all translations, the Greek 
Septuagint, followed closely by the Latin Vulgate. “The 
breath Of a light whisper,” says Moffatt not very helpfully. 
The Septuagint, whose ancient authority must always be 
treated with respect, is probably the best. After the noise 
and din, a peace had fallen on the troubled landscape. We 
have all experienced those moments of relief, when nature 
lies still after a night of storm, when the gale dies and we 
awake to stillness, a quietness in which every moving 
breath, each falling drop of leaf-hung rainwater, is clearly 
heard. 

So on Horeb. At some point in nature’s torment Elijah 
had retreated to the safety of his cave. At last it is over; the 
tortured elements sink to rest, and with sudden awareness 
the awe-stricken man realizes that the only sounds are the 
quiet and soundless things, the soft breathing of the air, 
so gentle that it makes the still and silent world appear 
more silent still. And now God spoke. His voice was the 
voice of silence itself. “And it came to pass that when Elijah 
heard it he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out 
and stood in the entering-in of the cave.” 

How God now dealt with his troubled servant need not 
detain us. It is the great lesson of the mountainside which is 
for us, for us especially who live as Elijah had lived in the 
earthquake, wind and fire of this roaring modern world. 
That was the point of this pageant of instruction. In the 
noise of his great battle Elijah had lost the Voice that 
speaks only in the soul’s stillness, and to lose that Voice 
means to lose all the blessed healing strength which flows 
from what it has to say. 

God is never noisy. Spring, as the poet remarked, does 
not come “with the sound of an earthquake.” With never 
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a whisper the countless bursting buds turn the countryside 
green. The mighty speeds of space, for all the fiction of the 
“music of the spheres,” make no sound which. can touch 
the consciousness of man. Twice a day the tide lifts all the 
waters of the world in silence. 

A principle, it seems, might be hidden in it all. God, it 
is certain, can never speak to us when our lives are full of 
noise. And failure to hear Him means the loss of His clear 
guidance, the bungling in our clumsy, undirected hands of 
His perfect plan, and the undetected rooting in the soul 
of self-delusion, bitterness and doubt. Someone has written 
of the self-revelation which comes from the voice of that 
silence which Elijah heard, and which brought Peter to 
tears and blessing in the high priest’s court. 


I had walked life’s path with an easy tread, 

I had followed where pleasure and comfort led, 
With station and rank and wealth for my goal, 
Much thought for my body and none for my soul. 
I had entered to win in life’s great race,: 

When I met my Saviour face to face. 

I met Him and knew Him and blushed to see, 
His eyes full of sorrow fixed on me. 

I faltered and fell at His feet that day, 

My castles melted and vanished away, 

And I cried aloud: “Oh make me meet, 

To follow the steps of thy wounded feet.” 

My thoughts are now for the souls of men, 

I have lost my life to find it again, 

Ever since in a QUIET PLACE 

I met my Saviour, face to face. 


As Christians we must deal with noise. In an ever more 
crowded world it is drowning the accents of God’s voice. 
And noise is of varied sorts. It is not only the din and 
rattle of the contraptions of man. God is not hampered by 
the clatter of a streetcar. Nature’s tumult at Niagara does 
not overlay his voice. One can stand, as I have stood, by 
the green curve of the waters of the Horseshoe Fall, and 
still know the word of His silence. The noise I speak about 
is a spiritual disturbance. It comes often from over-excite- 
ment, and a Christian might well take into account all 
practices and pleasures which too vehemently stir mind 
and emotions. It comes, too, from overwork. That was 
Martha’s fault. There was nothing reprehensible in her 
desire to treat her Guest as He should have been treated, 
but the anxiety and strain of her task had invaded the 
sanctity of her spirit, and she failed to hear what Mary 
heard. Overwork can spoil the spirit. 

I know well enough that overwork cannot always be 
avoided. The Christian, in fact, who is under obligation 
not to scamp his task, and to do his daily work as to his 
God, may find the burden of the day heavier to bear than 
his less conscientious neighbor. Then, too, with so much 
to do for the Lord, and so few consecrated hands to do it, 
the same weary servant finds weekend and evening filled 
with tasks his world workfellows are spared. All this is 
granted. In manhours, or ergs, or however else work may 
be measured, most eager and willing Christians bear quite 
heavy burdens. In the Gospel of Matthew we read at length 
of the Lord’s attempt to take a holiday. He Himself must 
have known that He could not disengage Himself from the 
vastness of His task and from the multitudes, but part of 
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His ministry to the twelve was to set for them, and for us, 
patterns of conduct. His retreat to the north became merely 
another arduous tour of preaching and healing. But it is 
possible between the lines to catch the spirit of His calm. 
The burden never overwhelmed Him because of the island 
of peace within. ‘That was the lesson He was teaching. 

That should be our aim. When Isaiah preached “quiet- 
ness and confidence” to Jerusalem the city was in the midst 
of a war effort which few peoples have ever experienced. 
Man, woman and child were at work on the fortifications, 
tearing down houses for stone and blocking the breaches in 
the wall, as the mighty thundercloud of Sennacherib’s in- 
vasion darkened in the north. They must have toiled till 
hands were bleeding, bodies exhausted and minds numb 
with fatigue. And yet the prophet exhorted them to find 
their strength, which thousands must have found in that 
toilsome, perilous hour, in the quiet and confident faith of 
a heart at rest with God. There is a shrine of calm and 
stillness in the heart of hearts when Christ reigns un- 
challenged within. If we must work till mind and body 
reel, then let us be sure of His unchallenged presence and 
utter lordship of our life. 

For some of the noise of life we ourselves are to blame. 
Let us avoid vain chatter. I know that our meeting at 
church is a social occasion, and that there is joy in Chris- 
tian fellowship, but I confess that I feel a pang when I 
leave a church after giving a message it has cost me some- 
thing to give, and see my congregation gathered in groups 
outside in excited talk and high hilarity over next week's 
arrangements or last week’s fun. Let us avoid irreverence. 
There are congregations whose behavior before the minister 
steps into the pulpit is more like that of an audience wait- 
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The Governor of Leeds Prison, in England, was formerly the aide de 
camp to King Abdullah of Jordan. He told how the King had two 
mirrors which he used in rooms where he entertained guests. One, 
which made people look thin, was put in the room where guests as- 
sembled before dinner. The other, which made people look fat, was 
put in the salon to which guests moved after eating. We live in rooms 
of distorted mirrors and must never be taken in by things as they 
seem to be. There is great folly in outward appearances. There are 
those who look small to the world who are great for God. There are 
people who seem to be fruitful in activity who are barren in fruit. The 
only safe place to look is in the Word of God which reflects all 
things as they are. 
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and worship of Almighty God. We are told that “the 

morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy” at the creation of the earth. At the birth 
of Jesus a multitude of the heavenly host sang the Gloria 
in excelsis Deo. In the book of Hebrews we are given the 
picture of the Lord Himself singing in the midst of the 
Church. And in the book, of Revelation we have the scene 
of the victorious redeemed, singing the “song of Moses, 
the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.” 


For His Praise 

Surely the born-again Christian who is also a music lover 
has much in the Word to remind him that the Lord also 
loves music. The Lord not only created this most universal 
of all the arts as one of the “all things” we are given richly 
to enjoy, but He quite evidently created it for us to give 
back to Him in praise and worship. 

The quotation from Psalm 95, at the head of this article, 
is one of God’s commands. Again, in Psalm 81 we are ex- 
horted to “sing aloud unto God our strength: (to) make a 
joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.” In Ephesians Paul 
suggests that we speak to ourselves “in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in (our) 
heart to the Lord.” And James says, “Is any merry? let him 
sing psalms.” What better way to celebrate! 

If music in Christian life and worship is so important, 
what of the person who makes the music? What of the Chris- 
tian musician? 

In the first place the teaching of Scripture is quite defin- 


T: Bible is full of references to music used in the praise 
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ite that he truly must be Christian. If the natural man can- 
not please God—if even the plowing of the wicked is sin— 
if it is impossible to please Him without faith—then surely 
the unsaved “church musician” is not pleasing to God. The 
Lord’s word regarding music produced by unsaved musicians 
in church is found in the book of Amos: “Take thou away 
from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols.” 


Ministry in the Spirit 

How important it is that the man who serves the Lord 
in music be filled with the Spirit. Only the Spirit-filled 
musician can sing in the Spirit, play in the Spirit, direct in 
the Spirit or compose in the Spirit. Apart from the Holy 
Spirit our ministry is useless and powerless insofar as eter- 
nal values are concerned. 

But the Holy Spirit, speaking through Paul, tells us to 
sing with the Spirit, and “with the understanding also.” 
Sometimes, in placing, quite correctly, the emphasis on 
singing with the Spirit, we neglect the latter part of the 
verse. No true Christian would underestimate the import- 
ance of Spirit-filled music. But to sing “with the under- 
standing also” implies more. 

Should not the music used in our church services be of the 
very highest artistic quality? Should the music offered as an 
oblation to Almighty God be any less fine than the music 
performed by our leading artists in the great concert halls 
of the world? It would seem that such questions are purely 
rhetorical, and that only one answer is possible: if any 
music at all is used in church, it must be of the highest 
quality. 

Unfortunately, this does not appear to be the case in the 
great majority of churches where the great fundamentals of 
the faith are preached. In church after church where the 
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O come, let us sing unto the Lord 


let us make a joyful noise to 


the Rock of our salvation 


Psalm 95:1 





Make a Jovtul Noise 


gospel is proclaimed in straightforward manner from the 
pulpit, music of the cheapest, most tawdry sort is sung and 
played from the choir loft. It is hard to rationalize this 
procedure, but that such a condition exists no observer will 
deny. 

Why Not Fine Music? 

Different churches come forth with different explanations. 
Some will say: We don’t want fine music to “get in the 
way” of the message. This is particularly hard to under- 
stand, since the lack of artistic quality so obviously impedes 
the message. ’ 

Or some will say: We don’t want anything complicated, 
just simple, straightforward music that reaches the heart. 
This is confusing the issue, for the argument was never 
about simple music versus complex music at all. Some of the 
greatest and most noble music is, in fact, simple and direct 
in its appeal, whereas some of the contrived songs and 
choruses heard in somé churches strive for a complexity 
which is beyond their depth. 

However, before we leave this point, let us not rule out 
any music simply because it does happen to be complex. 
The minister of the gospel does not preach a simple evan- 
gelical message Sunday after Sunday to the exclusion of 
other Scriptural truths. If his people are to be fed a bal- 
anced diet from the Word, he definitely plans to give them 
the “whole counsel of God,” insofar as he is able. Some of 
his messages will be, as Peter said of some of Paul’s teach- 
ing, “hard to be understood,” but that is as it should be. 

In the same way, all of our church music need not be 
simple in form and structure. Why deny our congregations 
the architectural magnificence of the Bach cantatas, for 
example, with their wonderful texts, just because all of 
their beauty is not immediately discernible? 

Along this line, there is another reason frequently heard: 
We don’t want anything that is above the heads of the 
people. Two thoughts come to mind on this point. The 
first is: Don’t we, really? Are the people constantly to. be 
coddled intellectually, so that there is no opportunity for 
growth? Surely we want to grow spiritually. Why deny our- 
selves the privilege of growing intellectually as well? 
Appreciation of Good Music 

The other thought along this line that comes to mind is 
this: Is fine music truly above the intellectual level of our 
people? I seriously question this. The interest in music to- 
day, as. evidenced by attendance at concerts, by the sale of 
good recordings, and by the increasing interest in fine physi- 
cal sound, demonstrated by the current trend toward high- 
fidelity reproducing equipment, would seem to indicate that 
a large segment of the population is very much interested 
in the best music. 

(Continued on page 38) 


Live as rich as you are in Christ 19 














A Commentary on the 





New York Times Survey of 


CHRISTENDOM 


by Ralph L. Keiper 


Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders answer pointed questions as to 


the growth, strength, problems, weaknesses and needs of their churches 


he world is becoming religion-conscious. In the field of 

modern literature religious novels are becoming best 
sellers. The Saturday Review of Literature notes several 
on the best seller list which outrank the Kinsey reports 
on sexual behavior with an accompanying editorial de- 
lighting in the hopeful sign that at last God is having 
more appeal for the reading public than sex. News com- 
mentators are discovering from their interviews that men 
of thought are searching for a spiritual force that will 
heal the ills of mankind. Recently Edward R. Murrow 
of the Columbia Broadcasting System interviewed Arnold 
Toynbee, widely known for his mammoth six-volume work 
on the philosophy of history. Dr. Toynbee in the interview 
gave expression to his desire to see a spiritual force, “not 
worked up but brought down from above” which would 
unite the nations in their effort for peace. 


In its April 12 issue, The New York Times devoted 
seventeen columns plus a two-column spread on page one 
to a world survey on the state of religion. It had its crack 
correspondents interview the leaders of world religion ask- 
ing them pointed questions as to its growth, its strength, 
its problems, its weaknesses and its needs. Every preacher, 
every missionary worker would do well to read this survey. 


In this article we purpose to note the Times’ findings on 
Christendom. From this study one can see that the church 
is growing numerically, but its strength is on paper rather 
than in its life; its main problem is how to get its communi- 
cants to take the church seriously; its weakness is in its 
lack of spiritual power; its need is revival. The hopeful sign 
of this survey is that religious leaders have actually faced the 
issues that really exist-Roman Catholic and Protestant 
leaders alike. 

As the opening paragraphs of the survey show, the Times 
sought to learn how the Christian church had weathered the 
horrors of war, the discoveries of science, the encroachments 
of materialism, and political or ideological conflicts of the 
current era. 

Leaders within the Roman Church agree that statistics 
would show that they are growing numerically, but not 
necessarily in strength. Formalism has worked havoc within 
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their ranks. For example, in France, 85 per cent of the 
people were reported to be Roman Catholics. Of this num- 
ber 60 per cent attend mass irregularly, mostly for weddings 
and funerals and at Christmas and Easter. Of this 60 per 
cent, 40 per cent do not take a part in the organized religi- 
ous life of the church at all. Of the total number of practic- 
ing French Catholics, 57 per cent believe that God exists, 
10 per cent think His existence is very probable, and 15 
per cent think that it is probable. 


Another problem bedeviling the Roman Catholic Church 
is its alignments with governments which do not have the 
interests of the people at heart. Spain is an example of this. 
Though on paper Spain is one of the church’s strongholds, 
yet Roman Catholics of that land resent their church’s 
alliance with Franco. There is no effort on the part of the 
church to help the people in their social problems let alone 
help them spiritually. Even the priests are reduced to 
eking out an existence on eighteen dollars a month which 
does not help matters. It is quite evident from the survey 
that the church is interested in her, own welfare even though 
it be at the expense of her people. 


Worldliness is a factor which is a curse to the Roman 
church in Italy. In the words of an Italian prelate, discus- 
sing the problems which beset the church in enrolling re- 
cruits for its nunneries, seminaries and monasteries: “The 
decrease in the number of young persons wishing to enter 
the ecclesiastical life is attributed in part to the natural 
trend of modern life, which is away from the contemplative 
life, qualities which the ecclesiastical vocation requires. 
. . . Many are chiefly interested in movies, football and 
girls, when they are at the age at which they should enter 
a seminary if they wanted to become priests.” 


The official goes on to say that one can enter the 
ecclesiastical life at a later age, but few do so. 

The two great bastions of the Roman church as things 
stand today are Ireland and the United States—Ireland for 
its spiritual life, the U. S. for its wealth. Latin America 
is experiencing a resurgence of “the faith” which is being 
expressed in its moves against Protestantism. Its great fear, 
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according to the survey, is not Communism, but formalism 
and worldliness. 


The Protestant church too has its problems. On paper it 
is growing, but in power it is waning. Materialism and 
unbelief are its two greatest curses. Intellectuals pay it lip 
service, recognize it as a form of culture, but refuse to 
allow it to make any personal demands upon them. The 
spirit of this blight was well expressed by a blighted Briton, 
“Nowadays, there is no social pressure in this world, and 
no theological penalty in the next to drive people to 
church against their will. The people who are there, are 
there because they wanted to come.” 


Formalism is also a problem within Protestantism. The 
state churches are suffering from spiritual lack. Congrega- 
tions are small. The exceptions are to be found in Germany 
and where the war has hit hardest in other places. The 
Lutheran Church in these spots has known growth because 
of the people’s bitter experiences in the world. However, 
wherever prosperity appears, there is a dropping in enthu- 
siasm. In the Scandinavian countries, the free churches are 
showing great gains as evidenced by their missionary bud- 
gets and by the works they are accomplishing. Conversions 
are reported and other symptoms of spiritual growth are 
noted. Holland, with the rest of Europe, is suffering from 
formalism and unbelief. One of its leaders listed the factors 
responsible for his country’s religious plight: 


1. The influence of industrialism. 

2. Mixed marriages. 

§. The teachings of Marxism and the practical influences 
of socialism. 

4. Modern education with its stress on scientific aspects. 


Concerning religious strength in the United States the 
correspondents found that organized religion has never 
been as healthy as it now is. 


This does not mean that the church is growing spiritually 
—it only means it is growing in numbers, size, and in dollars 
and cents. The correspondents quote the religious leaders as 
saying that they “are quick to warn against deducing an 
imminent full-scale spiritual revival from these factors. 
They insist that slow, steady growth is the measure of a 
nation’s religious success—not the flamboyant emotionalism 
of tent meeting evangelism.” 


‘ 


There are 54,229,963 Protestants registered in the United 
States as against 30,425,015 Roman Catholics and 5,000,000 | 


Jews. 

Protestants believe, says the Times, that their great battle 
will be fought at Evanston, Illinois, this summer when they 
shall meet with other Protestants the world around. They 
do not see how the Modernist-Fundamentalist controversy 
can be avoided. The literal interpretation of eschatology 
also will be an issue. It is felt from the findings of the 
correspondents that the leaders of Protestantism realize that 
the church’s record in social action—particularly in the field 
of labor and race relations—is weak and spotty. 

Basically what has been said of Europe can be said of the 
U. S. To every Biblically-taught believer, especially those 
who are our leaders in the Lord’s work, the findings of this 
survey should prove helpful. We might well examine our 
ministries to see if we are contributing to the weakness of 
the church in general, and the body of true believers in 
particular. In the light of the survey we may well ask our- 
selves: 


1. Are we living the Christian life before our people so 
that our message has a living illustration, making the 
spiritual life attractive and worldliness unattractive? 

2. Does what we do demonstrate that we are not living 
a life of formalism but a life which springs from an 
abiding joy which we have in Christ? 

3. Do we act as though the fruits of General Motors 
mean more to us than the fruit of the Holy Spirit? 

4. Does our preaching set forth the practical blessings 
of the Christian life, thus showing the people that 
our faith is far superior to Marxism or socialism, or 
are we still in the wrangle-jangle of doctrine stage? 

5. Have we thought through the doctrines we believe to 
the extent that we can give a strong, clear apologetic 
for the “faith once for all delivered to the saints,” 
putting to rout the “so-called scientific aspects” of 
education? 


The Times’ survey will provide food for thought concern- 
ing the present state of man’s faith in religion, if not in the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


END 
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When New York City held its first full-scale air raid drill it was con- 
sidered to be a great success. Everybody cooperated—except the 
United Nations. “The U. N. felt it would be impolitic for a peace 
organization to recognize the drill.” When | read that | gasped. 
Impolitic! Is a hydrogen bomb impolitic? If, instead of a drill, it 
had been the real thing, you can imagine what would have hap- 
pened to the 5,000 ostrich-employees with their heads buried in 
red tape, sitting in their glass house. The glass fragments of those 
acres of walls would have cut every individual to slivers. Impolitic! 
Their attitude is as ridiculous as that of the millions of unbelievers 
who refuse to believe in Hell, and who put their noses in the air, 
going their own way, one step away from eternal punishment. 
Eternal doom will come as suddenly as a bomb. 
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The Rise of Cultism 


By Walter R. Martin 


Today on the mission fields of the world and indeed, upon every street 


corner and in major cities of the six continents, cultism is on the march 


y cultism we mean the adherence to doctrines which are 

pointedly contradictory to orthodox Christianity and 

vet claim the distinction of tracing their origin to 
quthodax sources. 


The Big Five 

Prominent among these cults are what have been termed 
The. Big. Five, namely, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Sci- 
ence, Mormonism, Unity and Seventh Day Adventism. All 
of the aforementioned, with the exception of Seventh Day 
Adventism, deny both the Biblical doctrines of the Trinity 
and the Deity of Jesus Christ. Numerically, these five cults 
have a following exceeding five million* persons, and a 
combined missionary program circling the globe in ever- 
increasing numbers. Jehovah’s Witnesses alone boast well 
over 35,000 “missionaries” in the New York metropolitan 
area, and at their last International Convention (1953) held 
in New York City’s Yankee Stadium the zealous Witnesses 
fille? both the. Stadium (85,000) and the neighboring Polo 
Grounds, - (50,000) to the overflow. Beyond this astounding 
and alarming fact, Jehovah's, Witnesses circulate their litera- 
ture in 93 languages to 67 countries and 107 lands, literally 
denying from pole to pole the deity of Jesus Christ, His 
physical resurrection and visible return. 


Christian Science 

Christian Science, on the other hand, has concentrated 
on reaching the larger centers of world population and 
few indeed are those cities where Christian Science Churches 
and reading rooms are not conspicuously in evidence. 
Through the excellent propaganda efforts of their three 
chief publications, the Christian Science Journal, Sentinel 
and Monitor, the Christian Science religion has managed 
to gain for itself a position and reputation that Mrs. Eddy 
was completely, incapable of endowing it with, and has won 
acceptance among many uninformed sources as a nominally 
Christian/religion. However, nothing could be further from 
the actualcteuth of the matter, for in reality Christian Sci- 
ence denjés practically every cardinal doctrine of the Chris- 
tian faithenot only: those previously mentioned, but many 

others fasiz certinsinerons to record at this time. Christian 
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ye A breakdown of numbers individually is as foll Jeh s_ Wit- 
600,000; Christian omen 1,500,000; Mormonism, 1 225,000 
Seventh Day Adventism, 600,000; Unity, 1,000,000. 
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Science practitioners, Mrs. Eddy’s inadequate substitution 
for qualified medical doctors, as of January 1954 numbered 
over 2,500, many of whom sometimes command prestige 
equal to that of qualified medical men. Whereas Jehovah's 
Witnesses are, for the most part at least, verbally respectful 
of Biblical theology, the disciples of Mrs. Eddy deny the 
authority of the Scriptures innumerable times and are not 
in the least disturbed by the implications of their attitude. 


Mormonism 

In contrast to both Jehovah’s Witnesses and Christian 
Science, “The Church of Jesus Christ, Latter Day Saints,” 
or the Mormons, has incorporated the prime traits of the 
others emphasizing both metropolitan and rural propaganda 
work in a renewed attempt to rout evangelical Christianity 
from all mission fields, regardless of location. From their 
focal point of distribution, Salt Lake City, Utah, the eager 
disciples of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young have in- 
creasingly widened their sphere of missionary influence, 
similar to the numerous spokes on a wheel, which radiate 


_ from its hub. The new million-dollar Mormon Temple re- 


cently erected in California, and the various Mormon 
churches springing up all over the United States bear 
pointed testimony to the rapid; rise of the “Latter Day 
Saints:” Mormonism, as do all the formerly mentioned 
cults, capitalizes upon the reverence most people have for 
the Bible, a reverence not always based upon what lies 
within the seldom-opened covers. Many well-meaning per- 
sons have that peculiar kind of faith paralleling that of the 
man who buried a box of fruit for the winter in the belief 
that the frost would preserve it. He loudly insisted that his 
was the best fruit in the county, but upon digging it up in 
the spring he found it rotten and spoiled by the rigorous 
climatic changes of the season. So we see that many often 
bury their faith, firmly insisting that it is sound, yet never 
bothering to dig it up or examine it to see if it has been 
affected by the conditions and the demands of life. It is 
upon this type of person that cultism feeds, devouring in 
ever-increasing numbers those who are not sure what they 
believe or why they believe it. 


Unity 

Moving on to Unity (ie, the Unity School of Christian- 
ity), one is struck with the similarity of its approach and 
theology to that of Christian Scie:ce. Charles and Myrtle 
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Fillmore, the founders of Unity, sought physical health and 
monetary remuneration, both of which they obtained by 
convincing hundreds of thousands of persons that “sickness” 
and “death” are illusions, and that the resurrection and 
deity of our Lord are unnecessary doctrines. Negating, as 
it does, the authority of the Bible, and spiritualizing what- 
ever texts are found to be embarrassing, Unity, like Chris- 
tian Science, has built a million-dollar business upon the 
false premises that God is impersonal, sin and sickness non- 
existent, and that Unity is the true Christian religion. 


The Chink in the Armor 

When surveying these problems, therefore, it is vitally 
essential that we understand the basic cause of cultism, 
which is, unfortunately, the failure of the Church to insti- 
tute and emphasize a definite, systematic plan of apologeti- 
cal and doctrinal theology. The average Christian is, sad 
to say, terribly unprepared to thoroughly defend his faith. 


In a word, he knows what he believes, but too often he does ° 


not know why. This fact is the chink, so to speak, in the 
armor of orthodoxy into which the cults have driven a sub- 
tle wedge, and through which innumerable false doctrines 
have penetrated with alarming rapidity and telling effect. 
It is also helpful to remember when dealing with cults, 
whatever variety one may encounter, that cults are almost 
always built, not upon what the Bible teaches, but upon 
what the founders of the respective cults said the Bible 
teaches; so in the final analysis it is necessary to refute the 
claims of cult founders in order to effectively undermine 
faith in the related cult. Cultism thrives principally upon 
two factors: (1) ignorance, and (2) uncertainty; and where 
they most abound, there also cultism will be found in force. 


Seventh Day Adventism 

In this connection we arrive at our néxt cult—Seventh 
Day Adventism, theologically the nearest to orthodoxy, and 
therefore the most difficult to refute. For the most part the 
majority of Adventists confess a regenerating, spiritual birth 
(John 3), and both the deity and physical resurrection of 
our Lord. These truths, added to the fact that they also 
acknowledge the authority of the Bible and the efficacy of 
the vicarious atonement, have given Seventh Day Adventism 
strong support among the ill-informed who are misled by 
the evangelical note so zealously struck by the busy apostles 
of William Miller and Ellen G. White.* However, the pic- 
ture is a very different one from that which the Voice of 
Prophecy’ so laboriously points out each Sunday morning. 
While it is true that Seventh Day Adventists affirm many 
Biblical doctrines, they just as vigorously deny others such 


. as the existence of Hell, the eternal punishment of the lost 


and the complete efficacy of saving grace without the deeds 
of the law. Seventh Day Adventism further denies the full 
validity of the atonement and holds, instead, a “dual atone- 
ment” based upon Mrs. White’s peculiar interpretation of 
the Levitical sacrificial offerings. 

Coupled with these untruthful dogmas of Adventist the- 
ology, it is painful to note that Seventh Day Adventism 
agrees with Russellism or Jehovah’s Witnesses in regard to 
the soul of man and its destiny after death. Both of these 
cults hold to the “sleep of the soul” or a state of uncon- 





1 The founders of the Seventh Day Ad i t 
* A coast-to-coast radio broadcast sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventists. 


sciousness terminating at the resurrection which trumpets 
the “terrible day of the Lord.” Moreover, both Seventh 
Day Adventism and Jehovah’s Witnesses affirm that the 
final destiny of Satan and all who follow him is eternal 
destruction or annihilation, a doctrine which appeals to 
many in view of the dearth of knowledge concerning the 
nature of Hell and the ever-terrifying “lake of fire.” The 
cults always appeal to “reason” and “rationality” which 
many times they use as their sole guide in evaluating the 
character of God and His revelation. Hell is “unreasonable,” 
eternal punishment is “irrational,” consciousness after death 
is a “pagan theory”; hence they cannot be true, argue the 
cults, apparently oblivious to the fact that they are circum- 
scribing the infinite God to the scope of their finite reason- 
ing processes and imputing to Him their manifestly feeble 
powers of logical thought. 


Doctrinal Training Needed 

Cultism assumes God to be what it supposes He is, but 
Scripture tells us repeatedly that He is not to be measured 
by our limited abilities, but what He has declared in His 
Word (Isa. 55:8, 8; cf. Rom. 11:33-36). The rise of cultism 
is therefore directly proportional to the fluctuating emphasis 
the Christian Church has placed on the teaching of Biblical 
doctrine to the laymen. To be sure, pastors, teachers and 
evangelists, for the most part, defend quite adequately their 
beliefs, but the average Christian layman is hard put to 
confront and refute a well-trained cultist of practically any 
variety. The “shock” troops of cultism are “surprise” and 
“confusion”; they surprise the Christian by apparent mastery 
of his own textbook, the Bible, and confuse him with glib 
quotations, usually completely out of context, which appear 
to challenge the most cherished of orthodox tenets. ““My 
Father is greater than I (John 14:28) proves Jesus was not 
God,” says the self-assured Jehovah’s Witness; “God is Love 
—how can be punish us?” echoes the Christian Scientist; 
“The law is necessary to salvation,” cries the Seventh Day 
Adventist, all strongly supported by various verses mostly 
out of context, and thoroughly mystifying to many con- 
cerned but unprepared Christians. 

In the case of the more subtle cult propagandists, such 
as specially trained representatives of the Watchtower, a 
veneer of scholarship plays a part of major importance. The 
well-trained Jehovah’s Witness sprinkles his discourses with 
frequent references to the original language of the Bible 
(Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek), when it is a matter of known 
fact that less than one-half of one per cent of the best 
trained Jehovah’s Witnesses knows anything, scholastically 
speaking, of these languages beyond the alphabet stage. 
Relative to the Watchtower’s new translations of the Bible,* 
it should be understood that their “translation committee,” 
consisting of twenty-two “scholars,” has never ventured the 
slightest interest in either correcting or defending the 
numerous outright perversions and errors so evident in 
their translations. This is true, despite numerous invitations 
by qualified Hebrew and Greek scholars for them to do so. 
However, on the other hand, very few Christians indeed 
know enough to dig beneath these deceptive veneers of 
pseudo scholarship; hence the smooth-talking representa- 

(Continued on page 38) 


* The New World Translation of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
World Translation of the Greek Scriptures. 
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JUNGLE DOCTOR LOOKS FOR TROUBLE* 


SYNOPSIS 


Trouble seemed to be in the very air—but it seemed impossible 
to get to the bottom of it. In the village of a very hostile chief 
an attempt was made on the life of Simba, and Jungle Doctor 
found. him just in time to save his life. Then trouble strikes the 
family of the chief himself. N‘yani, “the monkey,” a cripple who 
is being treated at the hospital, tells of a “sickness of great 
strength” that has befallen the chief’s son. 


bag over his shoulder. 
“Kah, Bwana, heeh, I have news.” 

“Heeh,” said Daudi, “we know. Trouble has come the 
way of M’bangho.” 

“Yah,” said Hezeroni, “trouble! Eh!! Words of truth, 
Bwana. And has not trouble crawled into him? Heh!” 

“Hongo,” said Daudi, “tell me more.” 

Hezeroni, seeing that he had the news, squatted on the 
ground, relaxed. 

“Yah,” he said, drinking the rest of the water very 
slowly. “Heh, CRAWLED INTO HIM!” 

Tantalizingly he smiled. “Heh, at the itumbiko—the offer- 
ang to the ancestors—did not igwingwili, the caterpillar, 
come toward him, indicating the wrath of the ancestors? 
Heh, and as he lay in his father’s house, did not the an- 
cestors come upon him? And, Bwana, these are the words 
that I heard: “Truly he slept in the house of his father.’” 

My mind flew to a night when I had slept in an African 
house and I had seen the sons of the family wrap them- 
selves in a threadbare cotton blanket and sleep on a mat 
on the floor, covering their heads and leaving their feet 
sticking out. I asked why this was done and had been 
told, “Heh, Bwana, behold, mosquitoes can do less harm to 
the ears of your feet.” 

Hezeroni’s voice broke in on my thoughts. ° 

“As he lay, Bwana, on the cow-skin in the darkness at 
the hour before nzoglo—the first cockcrow—a dudu, Bwana, 
no doubt sent by the ancestors,” here we wriggled his eye- 
brow, “crawled through his blanket. Bwana, it moved with 
stealth with all its six feet. It came to his face and then, 
seeing his ear, it crept in. In his sleep he stirred and, 
Bwana, the dudu moved swiftly into his ear, right in. Yah, 
he awoke with strength and fear. ‘Heeeeeeeh, hah, eh!’ he 
said, and with his finger he dug at his ear, and pushed the 
dudu in further. Many were the noises of lamentation that 
he made.” 

“Kah,” said Simba, “you know, Bwana, the voice became 
shrill, ‘yah, yah, yah, kuh, kuh, kuh?” 

“Heh,” I said, “I know. But what happened? Go on, 
Hezeroni.” 

“Heh, Bwana, he then took some grass from the lining 
of the roof and he tried, within his ear, to remove the dudu. 
He caused himself pain, for the dudu clung with his feet 
to the very drum of the ear. Huh, by this time M’bovu him- 
self was awake. Who could sleep with the noise the boy was 
making? And there were words, Bwana”—up went his eye- 
brow again—“among the others of the Chief’s household. 
Behold, the ancestors had struck. But M’bovu himself 
came to the boy’s aid. For a moment he thought, and then, 
taking his son by the ankles, he held him head downward 
and shook with strength until the boy’s teeth rattled in his 


I a jog trot Hezeroni swung up the path with the mail- 


* This is the fifth installment of an exciting African adventure story. 
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Knter the DUDL 


A story based on the jungle 
doctor's experience as a medical missionary 


in Tanganyika, East Africa 
By PAUL WHITE 


head, but behold, the dudu clung tightly to his eardrum. 
Yah, and great was his sorrow. And kumbe, there were others 
of the Chief's tribe who stood around, and one had lighted 
a hurricane lantern, and, Bwana, they did a thing of small 
wisdom.” Both of Hezeroni’s eyebrows lifted an inch. “They 
stood him on his feet again and M’bovu blew with strength 
into the opposite ear.” 

“Yah,” said Daudi, tapping Hezeroni on the chest with 
his fingers, “you say they blew in the opposite ear?” 

“Eeh,” said Hezeroni, “did they not wish to blow out 
the dudu?” 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “eh!” He rolled his eyes. “Behold, 
Bwana, they must join our anatomy class. Kah!” 

“Hongo,” I said, “Hezeroni, you need not tell me what 
happened. ‘The dudu clung with strength to the boy’s ear.” 

“Heh, Bwana, and great was his sorrow. Yah, and then, 
behold, I heard the words that tomorrow . . .” 

“That means even at this moment .. .” 

“They would go to the house of N’goma. They will kill 
a goat, Bwana, and they will make an offering to appease 
the spirits.” 

I raised my eyebrows and looked at Daudi. He shrugged 
his shoulders. 

“Huh, Bwana, and what help will a piece of goatskin 
round his neck be to a dudu that crawls around in his ear?” 

Simba broke in. “Kah, Bwana, heh, he is truly in trouble. 
Yah. A dudu in your ear. Kah, many days ago, izuguni, the 
mosquito, buzzed near my ear. I hit at him with my hand. 
Yah, he went within my ear. Heh, it seemed as though 
mbisi, the hyena, was within my head. Yah!! But he walked 


with his many legs and pushed with his wings. I had thank- , 


fulness when he went out—zzz! 

“Hongo, it will go badly with M’bangho. Yah, what shall 
we do, Bwana?” 

“There is one thing that we can do—a thing of great 
strength. We can pray that God will help him.” 

Very quietly in the next bed N’yani said, “I have seen 
the power of God. My legs are straight. The hand of God 
was on the Bwana’s when he worked with my leg. Will it 
not be upon his hand to help the boy?” 

“But how?” said Simba. 

“Yah,” said N’yani, “shall we teach God His work?” 

There was a nodding of heads, then we closed our eyes 
to pray, and asked God to help the lad in the village beyond 
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the baobab trees, and to help us to find a way of helping 
him. 

As we finished praying, we could hear the throb of drums 
coming from N’goma’s place. Slow and ominous on the air, 
they had a threatening note about them. 

I turned round to the men in the ward. “Behold, God 
sometimes takes the anger of men and turns it to produce 
His own results.” 

“Heh,” said N’yani, “Bwana, because we talk to God and 
ask Him for things, will He, at the distance that we are 
from that village, do anything? Is His hand strong to work 
in that way?” 

“Heeh, it says in the Bible, ‘Is God’s hand shortened that 
it cannot save, or His ear heavy that it cannot hear?’ ” 

“Yah,” said N’yani, pulling gently on his pulley and 
watching his plaster-covered legs going up and down, 
will understand these words, Bwana, when I see them work 
out. Heh, the boy is in trouble, great trouble. The father 
is a man of power. Is it likely that he who hates the way of 
the hospital here will come for help to those whom he 
hates? Kah, how should this be?” 

“Hongo, N’yani, we talk of God as being almighty. You 
shall see His hand.” 

“Kumbe,” said Simba, “there is a song that tells us these 
words. It speaks of the Holy Spirit of God. Heh, shall I sing 
it?” 

“Heh,” 1 nodded, “sing.” 

As he sang, N’yani was busily at work with his pulley—his 
left leg and then his right leg moving toward the ceiling. 

“Heh,” he said, “these are words that I do not yet under- 
stand, but, Bwana, what I do understand is that my hips 
work. Behold, let me take my legs out of this plaster that 
I may bend my knees.” 

“Ng’o, wait some days, and when we see the hips work, 
then we will work on the other portions, but still within 
your plaster make your muscles work. Pull your kneecap 
bone up, that’s the way, do it over and over again.” 

I was intrigued to see the way that N’yani held his mouth 
as he made his muscles work, controlling them one by one. 
Then he smiled: 

“Heh, Bwana, this is a thing of wonder. It is altogether 
beyond the wisdom of our tribe.” 

I moved across to the window and listened to the throb 
of drums. I turned back. 
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“Behold, I wish we had news of what is happening o over’ 
there, or what has happened.” 
“Heh, Bwana,” said N’yani, “news will come.’ 


I was all impatient. First I tried to listen to some music 
but in the middle of the record I was irritated and turned 
it off. Then I sat down and tried to work out hospital sta- 
tistics but it was hopeless. I turned up the lamp and tried 
to concentrate on reading the Tanganyika Standard but 
again I couldn’t do it and got up and walked restlessly. 
Half ‘a dozen times I looked at my watch. Time did not 
seem to move on. How I wished for action of some sort. 
If only they’d call me to the hospital to a difficult case. 

Out in the thornbush a hyena howled dismally. In the 
bright moonlight I could just see its shadow a good hundred 
yards away. I crept out of the door, got as near as I could, 
picked up a round stone and threw it with everything that 
I had. I heard the stone land in the thornbush and to 
my satisfaction the hyena’s howl stopped suddenly. This 
made me feel better. I walked up and down in the clearing 
outside my jungle home and watched clouds scurry across 
the moon. It was almost midnight. Jackals eerily called to 
one another on the fringe of the swamp and the fact of 
their voices moving further and further away was the first 
indication that I had that somebody must be coming up 
the path toward my house. Then I saw a figure moving in 
a way that stamped him as Hezeroni, the postman. At a 
steady jog trot he came up the path and sat down on the 
step of my house, panting. 

“Yah, Bwana, news. Kah! Heh! How I have run to bring 
you this news.” 

“We will moisten your news, O Hezeroni, with tea.” 

The postman stood to his feet. “Bwana. Kah, things have 
been happening in the village of M’bovu. Yoh! And did I 
have difficulty to find out all the words? Heh! If I did not 
have relations in that village, and if they did not look to 
me to supply two cows toward a dowry, hongo,-we would not 
have heard these words. This is what happened. Everything 
took place under that great baobab tree near the house of 
N’goma, the witch-doctor. Hakali mitindo—early in the 
morning, the boy was taken to N’goma. Heh, did he not 
try with strength to remove that dudu? Bwana, first he took 
a thorn. It was as long as this.” He held up his first finger. 
“Yah, Bwana, he took the boy and put his head on his 
knee, and he dug in the child’s ear. At first the boy just set 
his teeth and said nothing, and then, Bwana, suddenly he 
screamed. Yah, the hand of N’goma is not gentle!” 

“Truly, and the point of a thorn is not kind to his ear- 
drum. Yoh, Hezeroni, what pain that boy must have 
suffered, and did N’goma shift the dudu?” 

“Uh, uh, Bwana, the dudu remained there. Behold, 
there were many words. The Chief and witch-doctor and 
elders of the tribe talked while M’bangho sat in the 
shade, Bwana, his hand over his ear, looking, Bwana, just 
dreadful. Heh, his eyes looked like those that do not sleep. 
His very skin looked dull. Then, Bwana, they brought a 
goat. They killed it and made from its skin a charm that he 
should wear round his ankles and round his neck. As he 
stood up for those to be put on, suddenly he screamed, 
shook his head, and put his hand over his ear. ‘Yah,’ he 
said, ‘it walks! It walks! Ehhh! The pain!’” 

“‘Hongo,’ said N’goma, ‘the ancestors will cause it to 
walk from your ear.’” 


(Continued on page 44) 
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CHAPTER 8&8, part 2 


MAN, A CASUALTY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


woman is seen in the way in which they met the tempta- 

tion. It was quite consistent with the character of Satan 
that he should have approached the weaker of the two 
first, and when her husband was not with her to furnish 
advice and counsel. It should be noted that the legalists who 
warred against the doctrine of grace, as taught by Paul, 
were able to stir up trouble for him by beginning with “the 
devout and honorable women” (Acts 13:50). And it was to 
the highest and best in her nature that the shining one 
appealed, and it was here that Eve succumbed. The New 
Testament tells us that the woman took the fruit and ate 
it, truy believing that she was going to better her hus- 
band’s condition by her act. This revelation comes to us 
through Paul’s epistle to Timothy, where we read: “For 
Adam was first formed, then, Eve. And Adam was not de- 
ceived, but the woman being deceived, was in the trans- 
gression” (1 Tim. 2:13, 14). 


Eve Deceived 

We know of a woman in a New York suburb who an- 
swered her doorbell one day to find two swarghy men who 
declared themselves to be Syrians, just off a boat from the 
Middle East. They were members of the crew but had 
missed their boat. It was to call at Boston, however, and 
they could overtake it by sacrificing this magnificent Orien- 
tal rug for the paltry sum of thirty dollars. They showed 
their crew papers, and the New York Times notice of the 
sailing of the ship the night before. The woman bought 
the rug and that evening displayed it with much pride to 
her husband, who recognized immediately that it was a cot- 
ton rug, chemically washed to give it a temporary lustre, 
but replaceable in any department store basement for nine- 
teen ninety-five! But the glow which was in this woman’s 
heart before the revelation that she had been duped is a 
very slight picture of the glow which Eve had when she 
came to Adam with her new discovery that they could now 
be as Gods, knowing good and evil. 

Satan came to Eve on the good side of her woman’s na- 
ture. The temptation was similar to that which might come 
to a woman today if she were told that a certain course of 
action would result in such advancement for her husband 
that he would be able to buy the home they had wanted, 
and that their children would receive a college education. 
Eve transgressed with the thought that she was doing some- 
thing good for her husband and their eventual posterity. 
Thus in the second phase of the battle of the garden, Satan 
seemed to have won a complete victory. He had detached 
the woman from the Word of God, and he had detached 
her, by deception, from a belief in the goodness of God. 


|: difference between the nature of the man and the 
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Satan’s Seeming Victory 

Likewise, in the third phase of the battle, Satan would 
seem to be complete victor. When the sinning woman goes 
to her husband, he joins her in what he knows to be a re- 
bellion against God. The fall of man would not have been 
complete if Adam had transgressed first. Then Eve could 
rightly have said to the Lord that she had merely followed 
that which: was inherent in the nature of her creation, 
namely, to be one with her husband and follow his example. 
But when Eve transgressed first, in the absolute ignorance 
of deception, and when Adam followed her, eyes wide open, 
without any self-deception at all, he was deliberately rebell- 
ing against God; and his rebellion was as distinct and speci- 
fic as was Satan’s original rebellion. 

This is the reason the Bible never places the blame for 
the fall upon the woman. The humorous papers and some 
literature may speak of the difficulties our mother Eve got 
us all into by eating the apple, but there is never a word of 
blame or responsibility put upon Eve in the Word of God. 
Rather do we read: “By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned . . . By one man’s offence death reigned 
by one . . . By the offence of one judgment came upon all 
men unto condemnation . . . by one man’s disobedience 
many were made [constituted] sinners...” (Rom. 5:11, 15, 
17-19). And again, in Corinthians, “By man came death .. . 
As in Adam all die . . .” (1 Cor. 15:21, 22). 


Here is plainly the background of the injunction of God 
that women are to keep silence in the churches (1 Cor. 
14:34), and women are not to be suffered to teach (1 Tim. 
2:12). It should be recognized, of course, that the church has 
no reference to what we call a church building. There were 
none such for centuries after Christ. The church was the 
Sunday morning assembly of the believers around the com- 
munion table, generally gathered in someone’s house for 
the purpose of remembering the death of the Lord and to 
profit by the Spirit’s instruction in the Word. Here was a 
place where God would not speak through a woman. 


Women’s Heresy and Men’s 


By way of disgression, it is enlightening to note the 
familiar pattern of difference which runs through those 
false religions which have come from women teachers as 
opposed to those which come from men. The religion put 
out by an Annie Besant, a Mrs. White, a Mrs. Eddy or their 
imitators, is much more subtle than what might bé called 
a masculine heresy. For Theosophy, Seventh Day Adventism, 
Christian Science, New Thought, Unity and other religions 
which have come from women, stress the love of God, with- 
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out His hatred for sin, and with fair words deceive. They 
offer a “key” to the Bible which says that the Book is true, 
and then denies its truth. Men are different in their 
heresies. Boldly they affirm that the Word of God is not 
true. Modernism strikes at the first chapters of Genesis as 
folklore and legend, and declares the birth of our Lord to 
be a biological impossibility. He was mistaken, they say, 
when He declared Moses to be the author of the Pentateuch, 
and so on throughout the account. There is a brazen char- 
acteristic in most of the heresies put forth by men which is 
not found in the women’s heresies, and there was this same 
difference in the sin of the garden as seen in Eve and in 
Adam. 

The spectator of the universal drama can dispel the 
cloudy confusion that hangs over much of the Bible and 
much of life for so many people if he understands the fol- 
lowing important truth. In the sin of Adam, where Satan 
seemed to win a decisive victory there was, as a matter of 
Scriptural fact, a profound defeat for Satan which is the 
key to much of the rest of human history. 

Let us state it in a series of facts about the fall. Satan 
succeeded in detaching man from obedience to the Word of 
God. True. Satan aso succeeded in detaching man from a 
belief in the goodness of God. True. Thereby Satan won 
man away from confidence in God and dependence upon 
God. True. But though Satan won all of these victories, 
he lost the whole battle in the fact that he did not succeed 
in attaching man to himself. 


His Own Way 

In the beginning there had been one will, the Will of 
God, the Creator. After the rebellion of Lucifer there had 
been two wills, that of God and the rebel. But now there 
are billions of wills. A very significant verse in this connec- 
tion is: “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned 
every one to—” We have turned every one to what? In the 
fact that we have gone astray, we read that we have all left 
the will of God. But in the turning away from God, did we 
all turn to Satan? Was it a mere change of allegiance? Was 
it like Italy, fighting with Germany in the Spring of 1943 
and with the Allies in the Autumn? Far from it. “All we 
like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to 
his own way” (Isa. 53.6). This is the revealing statement. 


There are no longer two wills in the universe; there are 


more than two billion wills in this world alone. 


The sin of Adam was, in the final analysis, the echo of 
Satan’s own declaration of independence. Satan had had a 
glimpse of the glory of God and wanted it for himself. “I 
will be like the Most High . . .” he cried. When Adam 
sinned, there was the same rebellion: “I, too, will be like 
the Mast High.” 

The cry of Adam against God has been remarkably ex- 
pressed by an English poet, William Ernest Henley, in his 
“Invictus”: 


Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be, 
For my unconquerable soul. 


In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 


Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 
Finds and shall find me unafraid. — 


Jury 1954 


It matters not how strait the gate, 
How charged with punishments the scroll; 

I am the master of my fate, oe 
I am the captain of my soul: 


The poetic fool! Even as Adam was a <ebellious fool. For 
all of this cry against God was inherent in the sin of Adam. 
It is the beginning of that which wishes to put self in the 
place of deity. The fool has said in his heart, “There is no 
God” (Psa. 14:1), and he has said it in order that he might 
take the throne which he thinks he has emptied. 

But let us come back to Satan’s place in all this. How does 
this revelation of the nature of the fall of Adam affect 
Satan in the invisible war? The Bible and man’s history 
give the answer. We can best sum it up in a parallel. 

We have seen that back in the beginning God put a curse 
upon the earth when Lucifer rebelled and it became a 
ruin, waste and desolate, and darkness covered the face of 
the deep. Then God withdrew into the majestic silence of 
His infinite Heaven and left Satan to brood over the chaotic 
mass of earth. All the angelic hosts were spectators of that 
horrible scene. What would Satan do with his ruined 
planet? Little by little, it was seen that he could do nothing. 
He was utterly powerless before the chaos which had come 
from a simple word of judgment from the Almighty God. 
Then there came a stab of light from this same creative 
Word of God. The devastation was revealed in all its chaos, 
and for the first time there may have echoed from star to 
star that laughter of God which shall one day rock the 
world, “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord: 
shall have them in derision” (Psa. 2:4). 


A Preview of History 


All of this seems strangely like a preview of the pageant 
which was to follow in the history of man. For once more 
there was a rebellion, and from the lofty heights for which 
God had created man, the creature fell to ignominious 
depths. Two separate battles are now being waged: Satan 
against God in the invisible war which yet continues, and 
man against God in the invisible warfare, of which history 
records the first phases and in the latter phases of which we 
ourselves live. Will Satan be able to organize mankind into 
a kingdom for himself? That is the one question which 
motivates all of his frantic efforts. Will man be able to 
organize himself, humanity, civilization, so that he can 
bring a semblance at least of peace and order into his realm? 
That is the question at which men toil and with which they 
wrestle. 

And before we are through. we shall see that the living 
mass of humanity is more incapable of organization by man 
or the devil than was the ruined earth in its primeval 
darkness. For the earth was but matter, with no will of its 
own. If Satan had brought all of his angels to attempt to 
heap its waters into one place that land might appear, they 
would have had but an engimeer’s task. An able enough 
engineer might have accomplished something. Water will 
stay in its place if it is properly dammed. Land can be 
graded and leveled. Rock will be held to earth by the force 
of universal attraction which we call gravitation. But man 
has a rebel will. It is active in rebellion against God; and, 
in many instances, it is in rebellion both against Satan and 
against authority when one human will is lifted above an- 
other. Land and sea are without desires, lusts, appetites, 
which are without limit. There is no satisfying the restless 
craving of the man without God. Augustine expressed it 
perfectly in his famous words: “Oh, God, Thou hast formed 
us for Thyself; and our souls can know no rest until they 


(Continued on page 45) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


JULY 18, 1954 
Growing through Bible Study 
Acts 17:10, 11; 1 Timothy 4:13-16; 
2 Timothy 1:5; 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:9-16 


DATES AND (1) Acts: The book of 
SETTINGS Acts, probably written c. 
61 A.D., by Luke, records the events of the 
early Christian movement from c. 30—60 
A.D., concluding with Paul’s first imprison- 
ment at Rome. The portion assigned to us 
tells of Paul’s visit to Berea on his second 
missionary journey, c. 51—54 A.D. (2) 
1 Timothy: This is one of the so-called 
“Pastoral” epistles written by Paul shortly 
before his martyrdom at Rome, to his young 
protégé Timothy at Ephesus. Tradition has 
it that Timothy was the first bishop of 
Ephesus. It is more likely, however, that 
he was Paul’s “apostolic representative” to 
that church. The letter’s date was c. 64 or 
65 A.D. (3) 2 Timothy: Paul's last letter 
prior to his death, also written to Timothy. 
It was intended to encourage the youthful 
churchman and warn him against false 
teachers. The date: c. 67 A.D. (4) Hebrews: 
Quite a dispute has been raised over the 
authorship of Hebrews, which we do not 
have space to print here. Some feel that the 
ideas are Paul’s, although the Greek is 
certainly not his. Thus, possibly he wrote 
it in Hebrew—to the Hebrews—and someone 
else (Luke?) translated it. Others have sup- 
posed Barnabas, Apollos, Silvanus, Peter, 
Philip the deacon, etc., to have .been the 
author. We accept the Pauline authorshi 
and date it some time before 67 A.D. al- 
though recognizing a certain element of 
uncertainty does exist. 


INTRODUCTION ‘The entire series of les- 

sons of this quarter offers 
a variety of means for growth in Christian 
living. The true child of God will be a 
developing person; there is no such thing as 
Stagnation in a Christianity that is worthy 
of its name. A popular statement says that 
if you are not going forward, you are auto- 
matically —s back. While this is not 
basically true—for a Christian may well 
stand still on a single spiritual plane—it is 
true that the Christian who does not grow 
is a worthless Christian as far as serving 
out the purpose for which he was saved. 
We are not saved by works, but we are saved 
to works; indeed, we are to “work out (our) 
own salvation with fear and trembling . . .” 
(Phil. 2:12) knowing that we shall have to 
answer at the judgment seat of Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:10) for the use of our time since 
we were saved. 
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However, of all these suggested means of 
spiritual growth, the one we study this 
week is by far the greatest. There simply 
cannot be any growth apart from the Word 
of There can be no prayer, no wor- 
ship, no fellowship, no self-discipline, no 
adequate giving, no service, no Christian 
citi ip, no Christian love, no witnessing 
(these are the subjects to be covered in 
forthcoming lessons) a from daily feed- 
ing upon the Word of God. If a child does 
not have physical nourishment, he will not 
grow in any phase of his physical life. He 
will be weak, anemic, undernourished, sus- 
ceptible to disease. So also in the spiritual 
realm: the child of God who does not feed 
regularly on the Scripture will soon have a 
case of spiritual anemia. It is appropriate, 
therefore, that “Growth through Bible 
Study” is put first on this list. 

An outline of the study is as follows: I. 
The Method of Growth (Acts 17:11; 1 Tim. 
4:13-16): A. Searching and testing; B. Read- 
ing, exhortation, teaching; C. Meditation; 
D. Self-examination; E. Practice. II. The 
Purpose of Growth (2 Tim. 2:15): A. Ap- 
proval; B. Efficiency as workmen; C. Dexter- 
ity with tools. III. What Scripture Is (2 
Tim. 3:14-17; Heb. 4:12): A. God-breathed; 
B. Profitable; C. Living; D. Powerful; E. 
Sharp; F. Divisive; G. Discerning. 

The Exposition 

Berea has long been 

known as an example to 
Christians for Bible study. Churches, Bible 
classes, clubs have been named for Berea. 
We cannot spend time on the text other 
than to observe that these people ‘were not 
satisfied with Paul’s preaching alone; they 
sought to check up on what he said. I often 
point out to my congregation that they 
should never a t what a preacher or 
Sunday school teacher says simply because 
of the office he holds. Check everything you 
hear from them by the Word of . See 
Isaiah 8:20. Note also the opening line of 
verse 12; as a result of the searching, many 
believed. God always hohors His Word (Isa. 
55:11). 
1 TIMOTHY There are two Greek 
4:13-16 words used in this ge 
which are almost alike, except for the pre- 
fixes in each case. One is translated “give 
attendance to” (v. 13, pros-echo), and the 
other (v. 16) “take heed” (ep-echo). The 
first word means, literally, “to have before 
you”; thus, Paul was urging young Timothy 
to have his books—primarily, the Word— 
before him for constant sal. In the 
second instance, he was “to have upon” him- 
self the doctrine; that is, Timothy was to 
apply what he read to his own life. This 
is an important Dies of Bible study. It is 
one thing to read mere words from Scrip- 
ture; it is quite another thing to apply those 


ACTS 17:11 


to our lives. The Greek word 
for “reading” (v. 13) is-rather quaint: it 
literally means “knowing again.” What is 


printed in a book can “known again” 
many times—as often as it is turned to for 
study. Let us give attention to “knowing 
again” the Word of God. Verse 15 also says, 
“meditate . . . give thyself. wholly .. .” 
Dr. Gerrit Verkuyl, in the Berkeley Version 
of the New Testament, translates more 
significantly: “Cultivate these matters, live 
in them... .” 


2 TIMOTHY This verse is so well 
2:15 known, we can do no 
more than say a few words and suggest the 
reader refer to a commentary on the text 
for further light. Instead of “study,” the 
Greek has “be diligent.” God calls us to a 
diligent presentation of self to Him for His 
approval, but that approval comes to those 
who have a thorough grasp of His Word. 
Only such can “cut straight” (“rightly 
dividing,” AV) the Word of Truth. There 
are sharp distinctions to be made if the 
Scriptures are to be more than a jumbled 
mass of facts. The diligent, Spirit-led stu- 
dent alone has such discernment. 


2 TIMOTHY Verse 14 outlines a _pat- 
3:14-17 tern which all of us 
might well follow. One of the unfortunate 
facts about the conservative branch of 
Christendom is that we often hesitate to 
adopt new truth. There seems to be a 
hesitancy to acknowledge that our present 
age may make some contribution to Chris- 
tian living and Bible study. Just because 
things have been understood by us in one 
way for years is no reason why we ought not 
be ready to receive new light and fresh in- 
terpretation if it is soundly anchored to 
Scripture. Thus, Paul urged Timothy to 
be willing to appropriate new truth if it 
could be believed with assurance, and if 
the persons pnies it were reliable in- 
terpreters of the Word. Three questions 
should present themselves: (1) What have 
I learned? (2) Is it sure? (3) From whom 
did I learn it? 

Verse 16 tells us two things about the 
Scriptures and, while Paul was speaking 
primarily of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
these words may now be applied equally to 
the New Testament. (1) All Scripture is 
“God-breathed” (literally, from the Greek); 
(2) All Scripture is profitable. The rest of 
verse 16 suggests what the Bible is profitable 
for: “doctrine, reproof, etc.” and we will 
do well to make use of the Word along 
those lines. The ultimate design of Scrip- 
ture is given in the final verse: “. . . that 
the man of God may be complete, fitted for 


every good work.” 
HEBREWS 4:12 Again, lack of space here 
forces us to condense into 
a few words what should have pages to 
expound. In this verse a series of adjectives 
proves to be the important feature, each 
describing the Word of God, and giving 
significance to it. First, it is living, i.e., 
life even as Christ, the living Word 
claimed for Himself (John 14:6). The Old 
English word “quick” means “alive” or 
“living,” even as “to quicken” means to give 
life. But the Word is also “powerful” or 
“operative”—that is, able to accomplish the 
purpose for which it is sent forth. Its sharp- 
ness is suggested next; it penetrates even to 
the division of soul and: spirit (this verse is 
a trichotomist’s standby). Let us not forget 
that Christ was—and still is—a divider of 
men (see Mt. 10:35; Lk. 12:51 ff; John 
7:43). And so, it is no wonder that His 
Word is similarly divisive, when it is 
brought to bear in the world. Finally, it is 
a “discerner”—a critic—of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. How penetrating is 
the written Word, even as was the Living 
Word on earth. He could look right into 
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the corrupt depths of the human heart. So, 
the written Word, when turned in all its 
force upon man, will age the depths of 
his soul and expose him for what he is 
outside Christ. 
CONCLUSION With such a “weapon” 
available to us—the sword 
of the Spirit—how mighty should be our 
growth in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. But, as we have seen, 
the Word must be applied for it to accom- 
plish its work. Let ‘us “live in it!” 


JULY 25, 1954 
Growing through Prayer 
Psalm 46:10; Isaiah 40:30—31; Luke 11:1—13 
Philippians 4:6, 7; Hebrews 4:14—16 
Printed Text: Luke 11:1—13; 
Philippians 4:6, 7 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 4 


DATES AND (1) The Psalms consti- 
SETTINGS tuted the Hebrews’ hymn 
book, and as such, gave musical expres- 
sion to their joys and sorrows. It is often 
impossible to accurately place individual 
psalms as to date and setting. The 46th 
Psalm is a battle hymn, probably sung in 
glorious anticipation of a victory over ene- 
mies promised by God. The precise battle 
in question is unknown; possibly the psalm 
was used on a number of occasions. This 
was one of Martin Luther’s favorites; it 
may have inspired his Ein’ Feste Burg ist 
Unser Goit. 

(2) Isaiah prophesied during the reigns 
of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Heze- 
kiah (Isa. 1:1) which would be c. 785—693 
B.C. Probably the prophet did not live the 
entire ninety-two years but, in all likeli- 
hood, the latter part of Uzziah’s rule (Isa. 
6:1) and the early part of Hezekiah’s king- 
dom were his boundaries. Estimating that 
Uzziah died c. 740 B.C., and knowing that 
Isaiah was still active during the siege of 
Jerusalem in 701 B.C., we may place his 
ministry c. 740—701 B.C. 

(3) Luke, one of the “synoptists” who 
also wrote the Acts of the Apostles, penned 
his Gospel prior to his history of the early 
church. It was therefore written prior to 
61 A.D. (date of the Acts), and can be dated 
c. 58 A.D. The words recorded in the as- 
signed portion were spoken by our Lord 
during His earthly ministry, c. 29 A.D. 

(4) Philippians was one of Paul’s “prison 
epistles,” penned toward the close of his 
first Roman confinement, c. 61 A.D. (5) 
Hebrews. See last week’s lesson, under 
“Dates and Settings.” 

INTRODUCTION Prayer is an experience 

that almost everyone talks 
about, but that relatively few people really 
practice in the Scriptural sense. But, when 
the Lord’s people do lift up their voices 
in true prayer, it can be one of the most 
advantageous modes of developing the 
spiritual life. For, even as Bible study per- 
mits the Lord to speak to the heart of the 
believer, so prayer permits the believer to 
approach the Heavenly Father. There is 
much sentimental trash written and spoken 
about that which is supposed to be prayer, 
because of a failure to understand that the 
Word of God establishes certain fixed prin- 
ciples which must be followed if commun- 
ion with God is to be attained. Not all 
that is called prayer is prayer! At least, 
not all that man calls prayer is heard by 
God. If anyone desires to come into the 
presence of a thrice-holy God, he must— 
there is no alternative to this—come on 
God’s terms, and that is through the merit 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 14:6). The 
Scripture texts dealt with in this lesson 
presuppose that the reader understands the 
Scriptural mode of prayer: to the Father, 
through (i.c., in the name of) the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit (See 
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Eph. 5:20 and 6:18). The outline for our 
study can be best derived from the five 
Scripture passages assigned, as follows: I. 
Silence (Psa. 46:10); Il. Learning to Wait 
(Isa. 40:31); III. Specifics in Prayer (Luke 
11:1-13); IV. All Things in Prayer (Phil. 
4:6, 7); V. The High Priest’s Invitation 
(Heb. 4:14-16). 
The Exposition 

The Hebrew Word ‘that 

is translated “be still” 
literally means “cease, abandon, let alone.” 
In other words, God demands that His 
people shall make time in their lives when 
they shall drop all other activities and 
focus attention upon Him alone, learning 
afresh that He is the all-powerful God. 
When Jesus gave His doctrine of prayer to 
His disciples for the first time (Mt. 6:6), 
He outlined a similar practice: (1) get 
alone with God in your “closet” wherever 
and whatever it be; (2) shut out all possible 
interference from without and suppress all 
mental conflict; then (3) pray!! In the hurry 
of our modern living with its emphasis on 
speed, God’s people need to learn again the 
lesson of “cease-fire” and waiting upon the 


PSALM 46:10 


Lord. That brings us to the next passage. - 


ISAIAH 40:31 Every man has his break- 
ing point. This is a famil- 
iar saying, and undoubtedly —_ true. A 
person can go just so far, physically, before 
his constitution rebels. When God began 
His work of creation, He set aside a day 
of rest as an established principle. Man may 
violate that principle and get away with 
it—for awhile, for “the mills of God grind 
slowly . . .”; but eventually, lack of care 
of this tabernacle of clay will tell on him. 
This is also true in the spiritual realm. God 
has determined that we should periodically 
take time to be quiet before Him and 
wait! “Come ye apart and rest awhile” was 
spoken to the disciples of old; they went 
aside and were spiritually refreshed by it. 
Each of us needs that type of refreshing 
which comes from waiting at the Master’s 
feet. Note the results here stated: (1) re- 
newal of strength; (2) an uplifting experi- 
ence; (3) increased activity without lagging; 
(4) steady progress forward in power. 
Failure to observe such a “waiting period” 
leads to spiritual disaster. 
LUKE 11:1-13 This prayer, usually called 
“The Lord’s Prayer,” 
though more appropriately, the disciples’ 
prayer, may have been given on several oc- 
casions as a pattern. We know of at least 
two, and for different reasons. When Jesus 
spoke the words in Matthew 6, observe that 
He said “After this manner, therefore, 
pray.” That is, follow this general pattern 
in fashioning your prayers, including adora- 
tion, petition, confession, intercession, etc. 
a however, the disciples did not 
allow the words to take root, for later on 
in His ministry, the Lord Jesus was ap- 
proached again (some think it .was the 
same occasion) with the same problem: 
“Lord teach us to pray...” (Lk. 11). This 
time, He did not offer only a suggested 
pattern, but said: “When ye pray, say. . .” 
That is, it is better to use even a formal 
devotional exercise than to have no com- 
munion with the Father at all. The real 
meaning of prayer is not so much in the 
words, as it is in the condition of the per- 
son before the Lord: is he surrendered to 
the will of God? 

As an outgrowth of the second presenta- 
tion of the Lord’s prayer pattern, He drew 
two analogies: (1) the persistent petitioner; 
(2) the considerate father. Let us not be 
led astray by the apparent “openness” of 
verses 9, 10. Failure to take these “blank 
checks” in the light of the context of the 
whole Bible has proved to be a snare to 
some. “Doesn’t it say ‘Ask and it shall be 
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given’? Is there not a mise here. to 
everyone who asks, that he will receive?” 
This is the reasoning of the unregenerate 
person who looks upon prayer as a magic 
charm. Let it be kept in mind that every 
verse on prayer in the Bible must be placed 
alongside every other verse in order to see 
the limitations and additional restrictions. 
We must not only ask; we must ask in the 
name of Christ . . --according to His will 
. .. that He might receive the glory, etc. 
Only in such a study can the whole doctrine 
of prayer be discovered. 


PHILIPPIANS Literally, verse 6 might 
4:6, 7 be translated: “Be anxious 
about nothing . . .” and how this has 


changed the terminology of many Christian 
people. Have you heard it said: “Oh, I’m 
not anxious or worried about this or that; 
I’m just concerned!” In all too many cases, 
this procedure is merely a switching of 
labels, and the worry continues. If the 
practice the apostle Paul has here set forth 
is observed—bringing everything to the Lord 
in prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving—there can be no ground for worry. 
Rather, the peace of God guards the human 
heart. To permit this program to work out 
for our best and for the Lord’s glory, we 
ought not come to Him saying: “Lord, here 
are my problems. Now this is the way I'd 
like to have them solved . . .” No indeed! 
Instead, we ought to come to Him thus: 
“Lord, here I am with the problems that 
burden me; I know they have come for a 
purpose. Show me that purpose. I thank 
Thee that Thou wilt give me grace to bear 
those that I must bear. Let Thy will be 
done in me, whether in the taking away, 
or the bearing, of these difficulties.” Such 
a person will have God’s peace flooding his 
soul, and guarding his heart and mind as 
the verse has promised. 
HEBREWS 4:14-16 One of the most comfort- 
ing parts of the Christian 
faith is that we have a High Priest and 
Advocate in Heaven who represents us— 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He has endured all 
of the trials and testings you and I can be 
called upon to endure and, as‘the hymn 
has put it, “He understands—and cares.” 
It is for this reason that He has invited 
us to come boldly to the throne of grace for 
two pu (1) to find mercy for our 
failure to live up to His expectations; (2) 
to find grace for the burdens we are to 
carry (see 2 Cor. 12:9, 10). The boldness 
comes not because of anything that we are 
in ourselves, but by virtue of the access 
which Christ has made possible through 
His finished work on our behalf (See Rom. 
5:2). The throne of grace—the mercy seat— 
is our place of meeting with the Father 
through the risen Lord Jesus Christ and 
in the Holy Spirit. Let us not fail to keep 
our appointments with the Lord there in 
an unbroken fellowship which will enrich 
our daily living and spiritual experience. 
AUGUST 1, 1954 


Christian Worship and Fellowship 
Acts 2:46,47; Colossians 3:12—17; 
Hebrews 10:23—25 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 122 
DATES AND (1) Acts was written by 
SETTINGS Luke about 61 A.D. and 
records the activities of the early Christian 
church. The portion assigned to us took 
place in the period immediately following 

the day of Pentecost. 

(2) Colossians, one of Paul’s prison epis- 
tles, written during his first Roman im- 
prisonment c. 60 A.D. was penned to com- 
bat some serious errors which had begun 
to creep into the Colossian church which 
Paul had never visited. 

(3) Hebrews was an epistle written to 
Hebrew-Christians to warn them to break 
with their Hebrew tradition and go all-out 


for Christ. See the July 18th lesson com- 
mentary for information on authorship, etc. 
INTRODUCTION The word “worship” is 

used rather loosely today 
for the Sunday morning II o’clock service. 
We call it a worship service, although gen- 
erally there is not the slightest thought in 
the minds of congregational members of 
what is expected in the line of worship ex- 
cept to go through the routine. Both the 
Hebrew and Greek words involve an intense 
reverential attitude of mind or body, or 
both. In fact, the ancient Hebrew would 
prostrate himself to the ground in an atti- 


‘ tude of worship. Today, in our churches, 


we no longer carry on such a procedure; in 
fact, unfortunate though it is, even the 
sense of awe, adoration and reverence which 
ought to be present in a worship service has 
come to be lacking in many of our churches. 
There is laughing, conversing and general 
inattention before, and even during the 
services, and we moderns are the poorer for 
it; of that there can be no doubt. 

In Old Testament times, general public 
worship—particularly in the Temple—in- 
volved: (1) Sacrificial acts (2 Chron. 7:5); 
(2) Ceremoniak acts and postures of rever- 
ence (2 Chron. 7:6); (3) Praise by official 
ministrants—vocal or instrumental (2 
Chron. 5:13 or 1 Chron. 16:36); (4) Public 
pore (Deut. 26; 2 Chron. 6); (5) Annual 
easts. In the New Testament period, there 
were three phases of worship in existence: 
(1) Temple worship in the great Jerusalem 
Temple of Herod; (2) Synagogue worship 
in local towns; (3) Worship in Christian 
fellowships and later, churches. The syn- 
agogue worship replaced the symbols of the 
Old Testament with the Book and consisted 
principally of a study time: (1) Recitation 
of the Shema‘ (Deut. 6:4-9); (2) Prayers; 
(3) Reading of the Law and Prophets; (4) 
Targum, or condensed running commentary 
on the text. Out of this synagogue worship, 
the early Christian church service for wor- 
ship developed. It is to be noticed that 
synagogue worship by Christians was not 
immediately abandoned, but brotherhood 
meetings of born-again people were held 
from house to house. Further, the meetings 
came to be held on the first day of the 
week. Today, there are all sorts of services 
called worship services. But the ancient 
element which made so much of the holiness 
of God is greatly lacking in many instances. 

An outline for the passages of our study 
would be as follows: I. Temple, Home and 
Church (Acts 2:46, 47); Il. The Christian 
Life (Col. 3:12-17); III. The Purpose of 
Assembly (Heb. 10:23-25). 


The Exposition 

ACTS 2:46, 47 The early Christian 

church did not meet in a 
church building as we think of such a meet- 
ing place, Rather, they followed the prin- 
ciple our Lord set forth, of two or three 
gathered together in His name. Thus, in the 
quiet of homes of the members the meetings 
were held—‘“from house to house.” In 
Acts 12, for instance, there is the church 
gathered for prayer meeting in the home 
of John Mark. This may well have:been one 
of the church centers since tradition has 
it this home was a large one. The text sug- 
gests to us that when the Christians 
gathered, they partook of a common meal— 
the “love feast” still observed in type by 
some branches of the church today. The 
particular part of the text describing wor- 
ship services of the early church, is that 
the Lord conferred His blessing upon the 
fellowship by adding to the chu regu- 
larly. How ve such a point is! To- 
day, all too often, man does the adding to 
the church by means of high pressure 
methods of one type or another. The divine 
plan is that the Lord must do the adding! 
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NEW EASY-T0-READ 
LESSONS READY THIS FALL 





Bright New Nursery 
Lessons To Meet Need 


Nursery Department teachers across the 
country will hail Scripture Press’ brand 
new Nursery lessons to be launched this 
fall quarter. Titled, “Debbie and Dan Go 
to the Nursery Class,” the new course will 
be a popular sequel to the now famous 
“Patty Goes to the Nursery Class,” origi- 
nal All-Bible Nursery Course. 

Now prepared in the popular quarterly 
form, the new lessons hold many surprises 
in visual teaching tools for the pupil and 
teacher alike. 

Nursery Department teachers cannot 
afford to miss this exciting new and alto- 
gether different course for the two- and 
three-year-olds. wees 





Mrs. Bernice T. Cory edits new lessons. 








SCRIPTURE PRESS VBS LESSONS 
SCORE NEW HIGH IN SUCCESS 


A new high record of success will be scored again this year by Scripture Press 
Vacation Bible School lessons. This became apparent at midseason with the thou- 
sands of enthusiastic comments from Vacation Bible School teachers and directors. 
Again Scripture Press’ features of lessons “complete to the last detail” and purposeful 
handwork tied directly to the lessons won out. 

Pioneers in producing Bible-centered 
Vacation Bible School lessons, Scripture 
Press lessons again this year will be rec- 
ognized as “the best selling Vacation 
School lessons” in the field. 
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LARGE TYPE, COLOR 
FEATURE RE-DESIGNED 
JUNIOR, JUNIOR HIGH 

PUPIL LESSONS 


Beginning with the October, 1954 
quarter, All-Bible Junior and Inter- 
mediate d unior High) Pupil’s Work- 
books will sport a new look. 

These colorfully re-designed Pupil’s 
Workbooks are products of the latest 
research in paar typography and 
readability. The completely new uype 
faces are bigger, sharper, clearer. This 
means greater eye comfort for your 
boys and girls, an encouragement to 
read God’s Word and to work their 
lessons. 

The new workbooks meet the high- 
est of educational standards. 

In addition, the new workbooks are 
larger in size and are printed on a 
finer grade of paper with wide mar- 
gins and attention-getting pictures in 
color. : 

Despite these tremendous improve- 
ments — giving you more and more 
value for your money — Scripture 
Press’ All-Bible Junior and Interme- 
diate Workbooks are still available at 
the same low cost of 20 cents a book. 
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.o furnish the Bible-centered Sunday 
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Word of truth.” 


Florida — “Before, we were using de- 
nominational literature. We have changed 
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to All-Bible. There is a difference of day NAME 

and night, and I really rejoice in the help ADDRESS. 

it gives me.” cITy. 
New York —“The Workbooks proved 
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CHURCH 
to be very successful for my pupils in sev- , 
eral ways. They caused them to want. to 
find the answers in the Bible for them- 
Selves.” * 
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If it were possible for us to discern which 
of the members on the church rolls were 
added by the Lord and which by man, 
without any doubt scores of names would be 
sheared from the records, as being man- 
made converts rather than God-called. 


a = ¥3 ee ete eo COLOSSIANS Here is a very practical 
Pot seen > — PA zy 3:12-17 ge dealing with the 


heart of true, Biblical Christianity. It is 


To Amist Missionaries one thing to testify to salvation as a 
To Adve Pea “INASMUCH AS YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN, possession; it is quite another thing to put 
A TB HAVE DOME IT UNTO ME", SAID THE LORD. ST. MATTHEW 25:40. that new life to work and let it manifest 


itself in our daily living. Here also, are 


an mare Four more of our leading Missionaries in Poland have been released portions from the listing in Galatians 5:22 
“rar sho” OWLEDO from Prison. Dr. Jerzy Sacewicz, who received a Divinity Degree at —“the fruit of the Spirit”—which are to be 
ors Muskingum College, U.8.A., in 1967, vas also released, but he must have “ ” Li " 
Te Where No Mas Can Ge an Operation imediately put on” like a garment. Observe the de 
po... Tm - scription of the children of God—“elect 
eunitions ‘ These Missionaries ani scores like them, are suffering severely. (see Eph. 1:4, 5 and 1 Pet. 1:2), “holy” and 
De. CE MACARTNEY = - sick. They, and their families, are hungry, ragged, and desti- “beloved.” This is what we are by virtue 
oe 4x orromeny » CER ay ee AES wate Cad. of His matchless grace, for He chose us 
Sr le 
are ’ , 
we. 5S Sueeuaas numbers of people to Christ, and the lord is giving us a great Victory. holy. “Bowels of mercies,” a phrase which 
a aoe Toe tumediate? tet is found in the Word on several occasions 
Arron : Oe eee Yes wi. ane OF oe ee a te is an old way of saying “a heart of compas- 
anv. LEWIS 2. BROWN saving ? WORK OF A GOOD SAMARITAN. y ying pa: 
eh, tt sion.” The ancients thought of the viscera 
De RoemRT J. LAMOMT He_vho is e Friend of man, is also a Friend of God. as the seat of the emotions; hence the 
Da Jw. MectaTONRY Shall these Missionaries be left to their om fate, and their be cular expression. ae true child of 
BR Jotart's. MoRLEDGE Ministry ceased there? Would not this be a Victory for Atheists? s grace, having benefited by God's 
= Emoant suven i teed tenderness and compassion toward him, is to 
+3 —— le can your help, cash and packages, with guarantee they relay that attitude toward others. On this 
ARORY OUNCE receive. Kindly SHOW THEM YOUR MERCY, and tell others to do the SAME. passage, see also Ephesians 4:32. “Charity” 
BEV 7. D AAMRENBURG Giving « hand of help to these suffering Servants of God, is the _ (v. 14), as always in the New Testament, 
be ob cacmmanes seme as giving a hand of help to the Son of God, Who bore the Cross for should read “love” (see 1 Cor. 13). Here, 
oe waa CHameant our Salvation, in order to mke us Friends of God. love is styled the “perfecting bond,” or as 
Sete May the richest Blessing of God be with you always. pon te ey ng pallies 
= Gas & anes Yours in His Ministry, Perhaps verse 16 can be made to read 
De. }. 7. FEY more significantly, if we change the punctu- 
Oe CHURLES w FuRyOR 2 Uae © Ga @ Gat ation, keeping in mind, of course, that 
be} Give samen : punctuation is not inspired by God; that 
oe Sr toceoome it was added by later translators of the 
Scvecmer 3; Nentgory, cldtrm X. Sercahorichy President sash-o6 Cun aeh te you sialyl 
De x a Pens wisdom, teaching and admonishing one an- 
ad fon Se 2 Moon. show Stacie 
De he smunarwat Ce Sas Saeee thoughts involved: (1) The Word con cake 
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root fully; (2) with all available wisdom 
(see Jas. 1:5), teaching and cautioning (or 
urging) each other must be carried on; (3) 
the joy of the Lord is to be shown through 
the music available: psalms, hymns and 
“odes” of a spiritual character. Through the 
centuries, the music of the church has been 
rich and varied. This would constitute a 
study in itself for which we do not have 
the space. Suffice it to say that in some 
groups—even today—music has been out- 
lawed entirely ;as being irreverent. Others 
have refused to make use of musical in- 
struments and have done all their singing 


Thrill to these great Sound-Color Films of God's battle agains? 
communism in the Orient. Front line scenes from Korean 
“\ Wer, de tation, pri homeless orphans and 
~% refugees . . . Hindu worship in India, Japan's Shintoism. 


For further information and booking dates write: 


WORLD VISION inc 


PORTLAND, OREGON 


a capella, Some groups have chosen only to 

use the Psalms set in metrical fashion in a 

sort of chant. Many Christian groups would 
shrink in horror from much of the jazzy ' 
chorus singing of modern times, consider- 
ing it a sign of decadence in the church. 
Verse 17 then sums up the stated activities 

of the Christian in the realm of worship. 

HEBREWS 10:23-25 Instead of “profession of 
our faith” (in v. 23), the 
best manuscripts have “confession of hope.” 
In a day when more and more folk are los- 
ing their grip on the hope of the Christian 
church this comes as a challenging invita- 
ves ) e¢ tion to God’s people to lay hold anew on 
Sur : the hope set before them which is as an 
. anchor to the soul (Heb. 6:19). This month, 
qin addition to the weellly lesson helps the = / the World Council of Churches will be 
fonting the Christian, pep kw omagwdber meeting at Evanston, Illinois, and this very 
scribers many special articles of importance. theme been chosen for the conference: 
“Christ—the Hope of the World.” ETERNITY 
will carry reports of the meetings in sub- 
uent issues. But here is an admonition 
to all of God’s people to hold fast the con- 
fession of hope which is ours. And if it be 
asked why this should be done, the answer 
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A from Palm Beach, Florida, 
writes: “I have tried many so-called lesson 
helps, but none satisfied as does The Sunday 
School Times.” 
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is forthcoming: “He who promised is faith- 
ful,” Have you ever considered the numer- 
ous passages which § of God’s faithful- 
ness? (See Deut. 7:9; 1 Cor. 1:9; 1 Cor. 
10:13; 1 Thes, 5:24; 2 Thes. 3:3; 1 Pet. 
4:19; 1 John 1:9—for some examples.) 

Verse 24 urges each Christian to show 
attentive, continuous interest in his fellow 
Christian for the pu of “provoking” 
(literally, stimulating) him to good works. 
This, of course, has nothing to do with 
nagging a believer into going to church or 
doing this or that; rather, it is the en- 
couraging of a fellow child of God to 
serve the Lord more acceptably. 

And finally, verse 25 warns against care- 
lessness in church attendance: literally it 
is, “not forsaking the synagoguing to- 
gether .. .” The original purpose of the 
synagogue—probably instituted by the cus- 
tom of the exiles in Babylon of meeting to- 
gether for prayer and study (Psa. 137)—was 
for fellowship with those of like mind and 
interest. Out of this type of study-group 
rose the Christian church gathering. Here, 
the writer urges Christians not to neglect 
fellowship with others of God’s people, 
which happens when the love of many be- 
gins to grow cold (Mt. 24:12). The Christian 
hope is to be held aloft as a motive for fre- 
quent gatherings: “. . . so much more as 
you observe the approaching day.” 

Do Christian worship and fellowship 
stimulate growth in grace? There can be no 
doubt of it; fellowship with those of like 
precious faith has a decided value and, as 
we have seen, is ordained of God. 


AUGUST 8, 1954 
Choosing the Best 


Matthew 6:19-34; Galatians 5:16-23; 
Philippians 1:9-11 and 4:8; 
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 © 
Printed Text: Matthew 6:25-33; 
Philippians 1:9-11; 4:8 


- Devotional Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
DATES AND (1) The well-known Ser- 
SETTINGS mon on the Mount took 
place at the outset of the earthly ministry 
of our Lord in Galilee. We must not think 
of the “mount” as a mountain; rather, it 
was probably only a slight elevation or 
hill, sufficient to raise the Speaker above 
the listeners that He might be better heard. 
The Lord Himself was probably seated on 
a rock or ledge; His disciples reclined about 
Him as they listened; the masses who were 
included indirectly in the “sermon” were 
on the more level ground at the foot of the 
“mount.” The actual place of the discourse 
cannot be fixed; it is sufficient to specify 
the foothills surrounding the Galilzxan 
plain. (2) Galatians. Various views exist as 
to the date and persons to whom the Gala- 
tian epistle was written. The individual's 
position as to the North or South Galatian 
theories enters into the dating process. 
Dates run from 48 A.D. to 56 A.D.—i.e., 
Paul’s earliest, one of his latest, or anything 
in between. Space forbids the setting forth 
of the various views in detail. Dr. H, C. 
Thiessen, in his book Imroduction to the 
New Testament, sets forth his view that 
Galatians was written to the churches of 
South Galatia, and he dates the letter 55 
or 56 A.D. See the December 13, 1953 lesson 
for the view of an early date set forth by 
Cartledge. (3) Philippians. This was one of 
Paul’s “prison epistles” written toward the 
close of his first Roman confinement, c. 61 
A.D., to the local church at Philippi, a city 
in Macedonia. (4) 1 Thessalonians: A letter 
written from Corinth to the local church at 
Thessalonica, c. 50-51 A.D., to answer some 
of the problems which existed in the 


church and which had been reported by . 


Timothy. 
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INTRODUCTION All sorts of appeals are 
made upon the Christian’s 
time, talents and money. In order to main- 
tain some measure of balance in these mat- 
ters, the Christian must establish a system 
of priorities. He must determine what shall 
have first place in his life; what shall be 
of most importance, lesser importance, least 
importance, The precision with which he 
tackles such a task will greatly contribute 
toward further spiritual development. For 
it must ever be kept in mind that God 
has certain demands upon the one whom 
He redeems; the very concept of redemption 
involves such a surrender of the will to 
the Lord that He might direct the life. 
Consequently, if we would find the really 
great values of life, we must seek the mind 
of the Lord, and there is no better place 
to do that, of course, than His Word where 
His principles of determination are set 
forth. 

Here is an outline of the Scripture 
passages set before us: I. Principles of Life 
(Mt. 6:19-34): A. Christian’s stewardship; 
B. Christian’s Master; C. Christian’s anxiety; 
D. Christian’s obligation. II. Spirit vs. Flesh 
(Gal. 5:16-23). III. Filled—till He Comes 
(Phil. 1:9-11): A. Love; B. Knowledge; C. 
Judgment; D. Fruit. IV. Christian’s Test- 
Tube (1 Thes. 5:21, 22). 

The Exposition 

MATTHEW 6:19-34 Let it be noticed that the 

converse of v. 21 is also 
very true: “. . . where your heart is, there 
will your treasure be also.” In fact, we may 
say that this is the crux of the matter: 
where lies the heart-interest? A Christian 
whose affection is set on things above (Col. 
8) will have little difficulty determining 
where his material possessions shall be used. 
Then follows the declaration concerning 
the eye as the lamp of the. body. It might 
be paraphrased thus: since the eye is the 
lamp of the body, when it is healthy, we 
are able to see to do our daily work. But 
when it is diseased, we find ourselves 
blinded by darkness. So it is also with the 
“eye” of the soul, the heart, When it is 
free from covetousness—not beset by de- 
sires—all is well with our spiritual lives and 
decisions. But when sin and desire possess 
the soul, there is a darkness more intense 
than that which afflicts a man who is 
physically blind. Spiritual vision and dis- 
cernment are then distorted, leading to 
false choices. The summing up comes in 
verse 24: if the heart be fixed upon earthly 
treasure—whatever that treasure may be— 
there cannot be an all-consuming love for 
the Lord. This is one of the priority 
choices which must be made by the child 
of God. 

Verses 25—34 present the question of 
anxiety and worry which cannot have any 
real place in the life of the Christian who 
is yielded to the Lord. Verse 25 offers the 
command: render “be not anxious” instead 
of “take no thought.” Verses 26 ff. furnish 
a commentary with illustrative material. If 
we are conscious that the Heavenly Father 
knows our needs, why be anxious? “No good 
thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11). What is the 
Christian’s responsibility? Verses 33 and 34 
give the answer. Again, it is the necessity 
of priorities: what comes first? “Seek ye 
Serer 
GALATIANS There are two realms in 
5:16-23 which the Christian may 
walk: (1) in the sphere of the spirit; (2) in 
the sphere of the flesh. Man is composed 
of body, soul and spirit, In the case of the 
unregenerate person, the spirit is atro- 
phied, shriveled up, or and useless, 
as a result of the fall. He is basically only 
body and soul since his spirit is dead and 
dormant. The unsaved man, therefore, can- 
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not be led by the Spirit of God, for God's 
Spirit makes contact with man only in the 
realm of man’s spirit (Rom. 8:16). If man 
is dead in trespasses and sin, there is no 
= of contact until the Holy Spirit gives 
ife to man’s decadent spirit. It is for this 
reason that the unregenerate man is moti- 
vated and controlled by the carnal forces 
of body and soul; selfwill is on the throne 
of his life. But a Christian who has been 
made alive by the Holy Spirit’s quickening, 
has his spirit restored to its rightful place. 
Instantly, there is a battle for supremacy: 
the spirit of man, controlled now by the 
Holy Spirit, struggles against the will of 
the flesh (body and soul). Man’s. redeemed 
will must make the decision as to which 
force shall be on the throne of his life: 
flesh or spirit—self or the Holy Spirit. Paul 
has listed some of the works of the old 
nature, the flesh; they are not a very pretty 
picture. Observe how hatred, strife, envy, 
etc., are put on the same basis with forni- 
cation, murder, drunkenness. Black is black 
with God; sin is sin! And God will not 
tolerate sin in His people; judgment must 
come from His holy presence. But the fruit 
of the Spirit—and note it is not fruits, but 
fruit—consists in a series of factors which 
must be characteristic of the life of the true 
child of God. You have no right to pick and 
choose; all nine of these grapes on the 
cluster of fruit of the Spirit must be found 
in the life of one who is led by the Spirit. 
PHILIPPIANS In verse 4, Paul had just 
1:9-11 mentioned that he prayed 
for the church at Philippi; now, in verse 11, 
he mentions what the prayer consisted in: 
. this is (what) I pray . . .” Simple fact- 
ual knowledge, however much it may be, is 
not. sufficient for Christian growth. There 
must be a corresponding development in 
the realm of love as well. Recall how the 
apostle Peter urged his charges to grow 
“in grace and the knowledge . . .” Either 
one is inadequate; both are essential for 
balanced Christianity, Mere acquisition of 
facts can turn a saint into a Pharisee; but 
knowledge keeping pace with love will pro- 
duce a discerning usefulness for the glory of 
Christ. “Judgment” (v. 9) refers to a dis- 
criminating faculty which is an invaluable 
help in determining what will be fruitful 
for our Christian lives and what will not. 
Actually, this prayer of Paul’s includes three 
distinct requests each one beginning with 
the word “that”: (1) abounding love; (2) 
discernment of the worth-while; (3) sin- 
cerity and lack of offense. Observe the men- 
tion of the “day of Christ” which is a 
reference to our Lord’s return. The thought 
is not that these things for which Paul 
prayed would be in us until Christ comes; 
rather, that they will be in us to prepare 
us for His arrival. Thus, our being filled 
with the fruits of righteousness will be for 
the glory of God. (See also, Phil. 4:8 as a 
further admonition.) 
1 THESSALONIANS The King James Version 
5:21-22 omits the word “but” 
which introduces verse 21, and which the 
RSV rightly has restored. The command is: 
“Do not despise prophesying, but test every- 
thing, and hold fast to that which is 
genuine.” It is absolutely essential that 
every Christian understand that everything 
is to be. tested and tried by means of the 
Word of God. The word “prove” (literally, 
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or “put to the test”) speaks of a 
process of testing a coin or some metal to 
see if it is genuine and of full weight. If it 
proves to be real, hold on to it; if spurious, 


“test” 


discard it. Whatever is set forth in doctrinal 
matters, or in regard to the living of the 
Christian life, should be tested severely by 
the Word of God. If it rings true and is in 
accord with Scripture, “hold fast” to it; 
on the other hand, if it gives a counterfeit 
appearance or sound, “abstain from every 
form of evil” (v. 22), 
CONCLUSION Again, we repeat: every 
Christian must establish 

a set of priorities by which he tests the 
importance of all things. When there are 
several demands upon his time and energy, 
he must determine which shall come first. 
Which shall bring the most glory to the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Which shall influence 
the most ple for the cause of Christ? 
Which shall bring about the most lasting 
good? And as each demand for time is 
placed under such a critical test, we must 
“hold fast to that which is good” but put 
other things to one side to wait for a more 
convenient time. 
AUGUST 15, 1954 

Self-Discipline for Growth 
Matthew 16:24—25; 1 Corinthians 9:24—27; 

2 Timothy 2:3-5; Hebrews 12:1-4 

Printed Text: Matthew 16:24-25; 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Hebrews 12:1-4 
Devotional Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
DATES AND (1) The passage in Mat- 
SETTINGS thew’s Gospel records an 
event which took place at Czsarea—Philippi, 
a town about 25 miles north of the Sea of 
Galilee, near Mt. Hermon. The time was 
right after the Lord Jesus Christ had de- 
clared His forthcoming death and resurrec- 
tion, and can be dated c. 29 A.D. (2) 
1 Corinthians. A letter written by Paul to 
the local church at Corinth while he was at 
Ephesus during his third missionary jour- 
ney, c. 55 A.D. This was just one letter in 
a series known as the “Corinthian corre- 
spondence.” For further information, see 
note in lesson for October 18, 1953. (3) 2 
Timothy and Hebrews. See the lesson of July 
18 (this issue) for data on these two epistles. 
INTRODUCTION One of the great princi- 

ples which is emphasized 
a number of times in the New Testament 
is the fact that life begins with death. This 
may sound like a paradox, but the state- 
ment is clearly set forth in John 12:24— 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone: but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit” (RSV). The tiny seed 
planted in the earth illustrates the idea 
beautifully. Its outer shell shrivels and dies, 
and out of that death springs forth new and 
vibrant life. However, after the life has 
come forth, it needs care and strict atten- 
tion in order for it to develop into a strong, 
fruit-producing plant. In the same way, the 
person who would bear spiritual fruit for 
the Lord must pass through the experience 
of death in order to live and be fruitful. 
And more; there must be discipline—care- 
ful training and attention to the life God 
gives—in order to be at one’s best for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Our lesson for this week 
offers suggestions as to the strict discipline 
essential for Christian growth. As an out- 
line, we would suggest the following: I. 
Life’s Cross (Mt. 16:24, 25): A. Its meaning; 
B. Saving and losing. II. Life’s Race (1 Cor. 
9:24-27): A. Athletics; B, Subjection. III. 
Life’s Warfare (2 Tim. 2:3-5): A. Soldier’s 
orders. IV. Life’s Discipline (Heb. 12:1-4): 
A. A great tradition; B. A great Forerunner; 
C. A great resistance. 
The Exposition 
MATTHEW How much nonsense has 
16:24, 25 been written and spoken 
about the cross! How lightly has the con- 
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cept of the cross been taken by our modern 
civilization which knows nothing but little 
gold-plated and jeweled crosses to wear on 
lapels or on a tiny chain about the neck as 
an ornament. In our modern day, when 
most Gentiles—be they saved or not—look 
upon the cross as a general symbol indicat- 
ing Christianity, we have lost the real 
meaning of the cross. It has been well 
pointed out that if we would be true to the 
cross in its modern form, instead of wear- 
ing a tiny metallic cross, the Christian ought 
to display an electric chair, hangman’s 
noose or miniature gas chamber. For the 
cross was never intended to become an 
ornament; it was an instrument of cruel 
death! When our Lord here spoke of “‘tak- 
ing up the cross,” He was not promising 
His followers that they would rae trials 
and burdens. Our burdens are not the 
cross! The sufferings and hardships we are 
called upon to bear are not the cross! A 
loved one who is an invalid, or a relative 
who is in prison—these are not the cross 
we are called to bear! The cross is a device 
of death, and thus did Jesus mean it to 
be for His followers. “If any man wishes 
to come after me, let him deny himself and 
die!” Death to self and all of self’s desires 
is the lot of the one who would truly fol- 
low Christ. All others need not apply! To 
“deny” self does not mean to “give some- 
thing up” for Lent or for some other pur- 
pose. It means to consider one’s self as a 
spiritual bankrupt—totally without  re- 
sources to plead before the Lord. This is 
the meaning of the cross: reckoning our- 
selves to be dead to sin and self, yet alive 
to the Lord’s will. Do we wish to hold on 
to our own desires—coddle our own little 
ambitions? We shall lose that type of life 
in an emptiness which can bring no re- 
ward. Do we purpose to give all of self 
to the Lord—no strings attached? We have 
truly found the meaning of life. 


1 CORINTHIANS It is interesting to ob- 
9:24-27 serve how many times 
Paul made reference to athletic events in 
his epistles. He must have been quite a 
sports fan. See the following passages for 
examples: fighting with beasts (1 Cor. 
15:32); boxing (1 Cor. 9:26); foot races 
(Heb. 12:1; 1 Cor. 9:24); reaching the goal 
(Phil. 3:14); wrestling (Eph. 6:12). So, 
here in this text, he draws illustrations 
from athletic events—the foot race and the 


boxing bout. His principal point is the. 


self-control which is so important to the 
athlete. If the athlete is “temperate in all 
things . , . to obtain a corruptible crown,” 
how much more ought the Christian parti- 
cipant in the game of life be willing to 
subject himself to self-discipline to strive 
for the eternal reward! Note, in verse 26. 
the apostle indicates the importance of 
having a goal or a purpose in what is done. 
The boxer does not wave his arms around 
in the air aimlessly; if he does, he will not 
be boxing long, but will be lying out cold 
on the canvas. No, like any good boxer, 
the Christian is to keep up his guard and 
advance on his opponent cautiously, stab- 
bing out with a punch that will count. And, 
of course, there is the matter of training. 
No athlete worth his salt will neglect strict 
training rules. He will be careful of that 
in which he indulges; of the way in which 
he lives while training for an athletic con- 
test. In the same way, Paul says (v. 27) that 
he “buffets” his body—bringing it into sub- 
jection. He denys certain things to himself 
that he might like to have. Discipline is es- 
sential indeed, and it was a constant con- 
cern to Paul. He did not fear losing his 
salvation, as some have thought “castaway” 
means. The word literally means “disap- 
proved.” Paul was persistently on the alert 
lest, while he urged others to keep the 
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.demands the finest type 





training rules, he might allow himself to 
break training and thus displease the Lord. 
How easily a Christian can become useless 
to the Lord, and fit for nothing but to be 
put “on the bench.” That was Paul's con- 
stant apprehension—that there might be 
something in his life which would give the 
Lord adequate cause to say: “Paul, your life 
doesn’t measure up to my standard of re- 
quirements for a servant. I'll have to put 
you on the shelf for a while.” Paul guarded 
against this; so ought we! 


2 TIMOTHY 2:3-5 In this passage, the mili- 

tary man comes into view. 
These words to Timothy, youthful preacher, 
urged him to consider his trials to be akin 
to those of a soldier in basic training. One 
of the purposes of military basic training 
is to prepare the trainee for battle. To that 
end, he is put through rigorous discipline, 
stiff exercises to harden him physically, and 
courses of study to alert him mentally. 
Paul coveted these for Timothy in the 
spiritual realm as he likened his youthful 
assistant to a soldier. “Endure hardness . . . 


(for) no man who serves as a soldier is: 


entangled with mundane affairs . . .” The 
warrior should have one purpose in view 
which excludes all others—to get his job 
done properly, however unpleasant it may 
be. To this end, he ought to spare no effort, 
restrain no energy, but give himself ut- 
terly to the task at hand. The soldier 
must recognize—and respect—authority, and 
should seek to please his superiors by his 
obedience to their commands. How well can 
this picture be superimposed upon the 
Christian worker in his desire to ‘wae 
the Lord Jesus, Commander-in-Chief. 


HEBREWS 12:1-4 Much confusion has re- 

sulted from misunder- 
standing at this point. The “cloud of wit- 
nesses” (v, 1) does not refer to our de- 
parted loved ones who watch our course of 
life from a Heavenly vantage point. Rather, 
this has reference to the great host of 
valiant runners who have gone over life’s 
course, submitting themselves to divine dis- 
cipline; their names are inscribed on the 
honor roll of the previous chapter. They 
present us with a great heritage which we 
must live up to. They pass along the baton, 
borne through the centuries, to us so that 
we may continue the relay race that they 
began. As we contemplate the noble work 
they have done we ought to be spurred on 
to even greater endeavor. 


The runner will divest himself of as 
much outer clothing as possible. We do not 
see runners plodding along the track dressed 
in a heavy overcoat. So, the Christian who 
would have his life count for the Lord sees 
to it that the weight of sin which would 
encumber him, is thrown aside. The Lord 
Jesus Christ who has run the course be- 
fore us and. won, is now the judge seated 
at the Bema, or judge’s bench, and we press 
toward that mark (Phil. 3:14). There is an 
interesting translation, often missed, of Heb. 
12:2 speaking of our Lord. The English 
text says: “. . . who, for the joy .. .” as if 
Christ contemplated the joy of Heaven 
which was waiting for Him on the other 
side of the cross. This is true, of course, 
but the Greek preposition involves more 
than this. It is the preposition anti, meaning 
“instead of” or “in spite of,” thus: “. .. who, 
in spite of the joy set before Him... .” 
That is, our Lord had all of Heaven’s 
splendor at His command, richly to enjoy 
before He came to earth. He did not have 
to go to the cross. But, in spite of it all, He 
willingly deigned to become incarnate that 
He might die for us! Such matchless grace 
of discipline we 
can bring to bear in our lives for His glory! 
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RatpH L. Kerper, Book Review Editor 


A Historical sagned To Evangelical 
Worship. Ilion T. Jones. Mingian Press. 


319 pp. $4.50. 

This book was written to furnish an in- 
formed, well-documented answer to the 
so-called “liturgical movement,” which is 
affecting all of the major Protestant denom- 
inations. That there is a need for just such 
a document is undeniable, and that this 
well-written, readable book meets that need, 
is evident. 

The work has two main divisions: first, 
the historical background of evangelical 
worship, which deals with both Old and 
New Testament worship traditions, through 
ancient and medieval times, the Reforma- 
tion iod and up to the present. The 
second division deals with the problem 
of developing an evangelical cultus in the 
light of ‘this historical background. 

Dr. Jones expertly _— out the pitfalls 
into which certain of our modern worship 
practices have stumbled. In particular does 
he bring out the fact, and forcefully, that 
many of our liturgical services are more 
Catholic than Protestant in origin and 
meaning, and that many of the symbols and 
service routines to which we are accustomed 
have no place in Protestant, evangelical 
worship. 

It is not to be inferred from the fore- 
going paragraphs that this book contains 
only censure of liturgical worship services, 
however. The author has many constructive 
suggestions to offer for the formation of 
worship services which are truly evangeli- 
cal and which have relevance to the faith 
we profess. 

Highly recommended -reading for every 
pastor and teacher. 

ROBERT ELMORE 
The Epistle to the Philippians. John B. 

Marchbanks. Southern Bible Book House. 

OF pp. $2.00. 

This book was written by a man with a 
pastor’s heart. It may not go down in his- 
tory as a classic on Philippians, but it will 
wherever used meet the need of young be- 
lievers—young in the spiritual sense. 

This work sets forth the normal Christian 
life as expounded by the apostle Paul to the 
church at Philippi. Young believers usually 
want to know what a particular verse means 
in the light of its chapter and paragraph 
context. They want a concise and readily 
understandable exposition also.- Here there 
is-a successful attempt to explain Scripture 
by other Scripture. 

If this book is placed in the- hands of a 
new-born Christian it will lead that one on 
to heights in Christian experience. It is at 
once instructive and devotional. 

Advanced students of Scripture will find 


difficult A nwe y such as the one on “keno- 
sis” in chapter 2 and the one on “resurrec- 
tion” in chapter three dealt with ably and 
yet simply. 
Douctas B. MAcCorKLE 
The Small Sects in America (Revised Edi- 
tion). Elmer T. Clark. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 256 pp. $3.00. 

Since its original publication in 1937 Dr. 
Clark’s book on The Small Sects has be- 
come a standard work in the field of reli- 
gious education along with Mead’s Hand- 
book of the Denominations. Dr. Clark’s 
book, however, is far more exhaustive than 
the latter, incorporating as it does an ex- 
cellent psychological evaluation of the pri- 
mary sects mentioned. The author makes 
no attempt to evaluate in a theological vein 
the various groups under surveillance, but 
has instead supplied us with a concise, ac- 
curate and for the most part dependable 
historical and psychalogical study of almost 
three hundred of America’s known sects. 

This revised and enlarged version should 
prove most valuable to those seeking sound 
data on many contemporary sects, and is 
heartily recommended as a thorough and 
scholarly addition to a field sadly neglected 
and greatly misunderstood. 

WALTER R. MARTIN 
Jehovah of the Watchtower. Walter R. 

Martin and Norman H. Klann. Biblical 

Truth Publishing Society, Inc. 117 pp. 

$1.75. 

Jehovah of the Watchtower is an excel- 
lent’ treatise on the cult of Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses. It is an ex of the cult which 
every believer in God’s Word ought to own. 

There are many books of .exposés on 
various cults which are worthless. They 
rant and rave, giving much heat but very 
little light. This work is not of that type. 
It is a scholarly presentation which could 
be placed in the hands of the Watchtower 
people themselves without fear of contra- 
diction. 

Jehovah of the Watchtower is very ob- 


jective. For every statement made there. 


is proof cited from the writings of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses publications. At the 
end of the volume there is a list of many 
of the pamphlets and books of Judge 
Rutherford so that anyone quibbling with 
Martin and Klann can check for themselves 
the material commented upon in their 
work. Also there is an excellent bibliog- 
raphy dealing with the work in general. 
This work is not wordy. In one hundred 
and seventeen pages the authors have pro- 
vided us with a handbook to which we can 
turn for the salient points in which this 
cult majors. We could wish for an index 
but the chapter headings are helpful. 





Treated in this ex are such subjects as 
the history of tae Watson, the major 


doctrines; the Triune Godhead and the 
deity of Christ; the refutation of Watch- 
tower d ; Jehovah’s Witnesses in radio 
land; and Jehovah’s Witnesses versus Chris- 
tendom and the clergy. The final chapter 
has to do with an evaluation of the cult. 

Everyone interested in the study of cults, 
and those who have friends in the Watch- 
tower system should have this book. It is 
sound, it is scholarly, it is sure in its 
loyalty to the “faith once delivered unto the 
saints.” 


R. L. K. 
Death Loses the Game. John D. Freeman. 

Moody Press. 188 pp, .$2.50. 

Here is a splendid little book which can 
be highly recommended to cause people to 
do some serious thinking about the practi- 
cal issues of our Christian faith. Dr. Free- 
man, who is the head of the Rural Life 
Department of the Baptist Bible Institute 
in Florida, has done a fine piece of work in 
this volume. Each chapter is based on some 
anecdote or experience in his life, about 
which is built his philosophy relative to 
certain phases of the Christian life. 

This reviewer feels that every Christian 
will find his faith stimulated by a careful 
reading of John Freeman’s book. 

H. H. E. 
Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. 

Charles Ellicott, Editor. Vol. 1. Zonder- 

van. 576 pp. $5.95. 

This volume, which covers Genesis 
through Numbers, is the most recent addi- 
tion to the set of Ellicott’s: Commentary 
which Zondervan is producing. Other vol- 
umes have been reviewed here, and it has 
been stated that this full set will make a 
valuable contribution to the religious lib- 
rary of any Christian student of the Word. 
Volume I is no exception. The four books 
have been ably dealt with by capable ex- 
positors of a by-gone generation under the 
editorship of C. J. Ellicott. There are in- 
troductory articles of a general nature— 
covering the Old Testament as a whole— 
plus the introductions to each of the books 
treated. 

There is also an article on the Pentateuch 
which, while it offers important informa- 
tion, does not deal with the more modern 
critical views of the five books of Moses— 
i,e., the P-E-J-D documentary theories. This 
will be a relief to some readers who are 
interested in the meat of the Word rather 
than the skeleton, but it will prove an 
annoyance to others. 





The books reviewed in_ these 


columns, as well as other books 


can be purchased through Eternity 
Book ice, 1716 Spruce St, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Some readers may be disturbed that the 
Genesis commentator does not accept the 
interval-gap theory of Genesis 1:1—1:2, nor 
the 24-hour-day creation, and there may 
be some minor objections from time to 
time through the pages of the volume. But 
here is a reverent, honest, scholarly and 
“meaty” commentary in keeping with the 
traditional excellence of Ellicott’s whole 
set. We believe the publishers are doing the 
religious world a great service by reissuing 
these volumes. 

H. H. E. 


Ellicott’s Commen on the Whole Bible. 
Vol. 8. Charles J. Ellicott, Editor. Zon- 
dervan. 641 pp. $5.95. 

The earlier volume (6, already reviewed) 
was a commentary on the Gospels; this 
present one covers the epistles from Ephes- 
ians through Jude, and the Revelation. On 
each page, the Authorized Version of the 
text appears with the comments on the 
verses directly below. There are excellent 
introductions, both general—eg., on the 
“prison epistles” and the “pastorals”—and 
on the individual books dealt with in this 
volume. The verse-by-verse commentary 
offers a wealth of choice material from the 
pens of such past teachers of the Word as 
Alfred Barry, A. J. Mason, H..D. M. Spence, 
W. F. Moulton, E. G, Punchard, W. M. 
Sinclair, Alfred Plummer and W. Boyd 
Carpenter. Where the treatment of the 
text warrants an expanded discussion, there 
have been added appendices for further 
clarification. 

When completed, this set will comprise 
nearly 5000 pages of splendid Bible study 
material in eight beautiful volumes every 
purchaser will be proud to own and re- 
joice to use. Pastors, Sunday school teachers 
and, indeed, all Bible students ought to 
have this set for the study of the Word of 
God. 


Praise and Worship. Lillenas Publishing 

Company. 497 Hymns. $1.65. 

Praise and Worship is the successor to 
Glorious Gospel Hymns with the Respon- 
sive Readings section enlarged to include 
48 topically arranged readings. This volume 
is excellently bound and very attractive. It 
has a wide range of hymns and gospel songs 
that make it a good combination hymnal 
for all types of services. 

The solid hymns of the faith find a 
representation in this collection, In addition 
the reviewer tabulated over 200 singable 
selections not usually found in usable 
hymnals with which he is familiar. There 
is possibly a minimum of 15 hymns that 
are of distinctive value to the Nazarene 
denomination. 

Churches or groups desiring to add fresh- 
ness and brilliance to their congregational 
singing will do well to carefully examine 
this book. There is a lot here for the price. 
A dozen copies can be purchased for $18.00. 

Doucias B. MAcCorRKLE 


Can We Trust Bible History? Albertus 
Pieters. Society for Reformed Publica- 
tions. 119 pp. $1.50. 

This is a small book which tackles some 
big problems. The approach is that of 
loyalty to the divine origin and superna- 
tural inspiration of the Scriptures. Its thesis 
is that the present evidence of the Bible 
validates its historical references, and 
authenticates it as a document of antiquity. 
Its merits are: (1) ng earl and clarity 
of exposition; and (2) loyalty to the Re- 
formers’ view of the Bible. Its lack is that 
although simple it is also superficial. The 
bibliographical references are extremely 


limited in scope, Many of the most crucial © 


Jury 1954 





— involved are treated entirely too 
riefly. 

Its use is for new converts and beginners 
in the Christian faith who need the issues 
put simply and briefly. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Re-Thinking the Rapture. By E. Schuyler 
English. Southern Bible Book House. 123 
pp. $2.25. 

In a year when the churches of the world 
are considering the theme of Christ as the 
Hope of the World, the questions of His 
return are doubly important. We may be 
nearer the moment of the midnight cry 
than we imagine. There are many schools 
of prophetic thought. Dr. English’s book 
will not be accepted by the post- or a-mil- 
lenarians. 

It is not only a premillenarian book, but 
a studied defense of one of several theories 
held by premillenarians. His own conclu- 
sion is succinct: “It is our conclusion that 
the Scriptures as a whole support the inter- 
pretation that the translation of the saints, 
the rapture of the Church, will occur before 
any portion of the Tribulation, Daniel’s 


" Seventieth Week, takes place. And it is our 
the 


further conviction that, once 
Scriptures that pertain to the subject fal 
iptures that to sub 
into vies th Se map anecaaminies 
perfectly clear and beautifully c pic- 
ture of God’s dealing with His i 
wondrous grace’ in evety phase of her re- 
demption and union with Himself.” 
If I were a member of a jury to which 
Dr. English’s case were presented, I would 
vote that he had amply demonstrated the 


validity of his position and = there is 
really no room for argument My one 
di : ent with him would be Fa Be is 


too kind to his opponents. He states both 
in the inning and at the end of the 
book that difference in these matters does 
not involve heresy. But I am convinced that 
any partial rapture theory ultimately denies 
the doctrine of justification by faith, for 
“whom he justified, them he also glorified.” 

Dr. English has done us a distinct service 
in marshalling the arguments for the ~ 
tribulation rapture interpretation, and in 
showing the fallacies in the other — 





“COMMENTARY ON DANIEL” 


A Memorial Edition? 


A large free edition of “Commentary on Daniel,” my three hundred and 
seventeenth publication, placed in college, university and public librar- 
ies, would be a beautiful memorial to a loved one who has gone Home. 
It would be exceedingly sound missionary work, and would start 
streams of blessing that would flow on forever. 


DR. J. E. McKEE, Alpine, N. Y. 
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-——_— 





now presents his hard-hitting 
message in book form 
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where the need is greatest . . . 
there you will find PTL Gospel teams 
taking the Word of God to the people of 
Japan, Formosa, Korea. Go with them, 

’ through your prayers and your gifts. 

( ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 
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Fifty-two Sermons. Horatius Bonar. Baker 

Book House. 464 pp. 3.50. 

All evangelicals should be familiar with 
the name of Horatius Bonar. A minister in 
the Free Church of Scotland in the middle 
of the 19th Century, he is beloved in all 
Christendom for his legacy of sermons, 

s and hymns, his best-known hymn 
ing “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

This reprint is solidly Scriptural and 
warmly evangelical. Here is expository work 
of the richest kind, textual analysis at its 
best, and yet without the ponderousness of 
much exposition of the last century. The 
majority of sermons are brilliant, yet the 
eloquence is neither in vocabulary nor in 
style. Indeed, one looks in vain for climax, 
extended application, or _ illustration. 
Rather, high inspiration comes from the 
extraordinary light which is cast upon the 
Scripture text. 

Several classic eee stand out. One 
will look far to find a more satisfying treat- 
ment of 1 John 1:2, “The life was mani- 
fested,” or Luke 22:27, “I am among you 
as He that serveth,” or of John 19:28, “I 
thirst.” 

Unfortunately, three publisher’s decisions 
obscure the chief value of the book: 

Lack of classification of these sermons 
obscures the fact that over one-third con- 
cern the Passion of our Lord, and are 
worthy to stand beside Tholuck, Shilders, 
Krummacher and others, among the 
preacher’s richest volumes on the suffering, 
death and resurrection of our Lord. 

This book merits a place of importance in 
the library of every expositor. 

Dwicut HERVEY SMALL 


A Commentary on the Pauline Epistles. 
Charles B. Williams. Moody Press. 507 pp. 
$5.95. 

Many Christians have benefited from a 
reading of the Williams translation of the 
New Testament; this reviewer has, in fact, 
recommended it to a number of persons 
for their devotions because of its choice 
rendition of ancient truths in modern dress. 
Those, therefore, wko have been blessed 
by Dr. Williams’ New Testament transla- 
tion will welcome this final work from his 


pen. 

As the title suggests, this book is a brief 
commentary on Paul’s letters to the various 
churches, the disputed epistle to the He- 
brews excluded. The comments are written 
with the average Christian in mind, and 
thus there is no attempt to be technical nor 
to include critical apparatus. A general his- 
torical introduction to the life and times 
of the apostle Paul opens the volume, and 
there is a further discussion as to Paul's 
authorship of the so-called ‘“Pastorals.” 
Then, for each of the epistles, Dr. Williams 
has given some thoughts on the occasion, 
date, purpose, origin of the specific church, 
historical situation and main teachings. The 
well-known Williams translation of the 
text appears, plus a chapter-by-chapter syn- 
= and an analysis of key words and 
phrases of the text. From time to time as 
the reader comes to great texts of the 
epistles, he will find that the author has 
left sermon outlines of those verses for use 
of the speaker, Sunday school teacher, etc. 

This book should find a very useful place 
on the shelves of most Christian people 
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who have a desire to get at the heart of 
the epistles of Paul in a direct way. 
. H. £. 
The Westminster Pulpit. Vol. I. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Revell. 351 pp. $4.00. 

G. Campbell Morgan was the beloved 
minister of historic Westminster Chapel, 
London, England, but only one title prop- 
erly fits his life—and that “International 
Prince of Bible Expositors.” There is no 
one who cannot profit from the printed 
ministry of these timeless twentieth century 
messages. 

This is the first in a series of ten volumes 
which will provide nearly 300 such sermons. 





Speaking 
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Evangelist 
July 16, 17—Religious. Drive-in Theatre, 
Columbus, Ohio; July 19—Moores Hill 
Methodist Church, Moores Hill, Ind- 
iana; July 25 through August Il— 
Youth Time Bible Conference, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 
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Muhlenberg College 

July 3, 4—Bible Conference, Fivepoint- 


ville, Penna.; July 25—Trinity—Luth- 
eran Church, Palmerton, Penna. 


_ RALPH L. KEIPER 
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Institute 
July 3, 4—Hephzibah Heights Bible 
Conference, Monterey, Mass.; July 26— 
August 1—Winona Lake Bible Confer- 
ence, Winona Lake, Indiana. 





Bible 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute « 


July 2 through -5—North Mountain 
Bible . Conference, Wilkes Barre, 
Penna.; July 11—Green Pond Chapel, 
Green Pond, N. J.; July 12 through 
18—Living Water Bible Conference, 
Hollisterville, Penna.; July 24 through 
30—Gull Lake Bible Conference, Gull 
Lake, Michigan. 
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They are meat for every hungry believer. 
They are models for every studious 
preacher. are musts for every substan- 
tial ical library be it small or large. 

A wide range of texts from both Old and 
New Testaments are dealt with in this first 
volume. Teaching on Christian-life truth, 
on the work of the Holy Spirit and on the 
two advents of Jesus Christ form the struc- 
ture for profitable ——~ and study. Dr, 
Morgan was at his best when expounding 
the Person and Work of Christ. 

One great feature of these messages is 
an mi len ae cote ob aor Oh Oe 
auditor, to stay long with every word of the 
text. Discernment is one gift that needs 
employment in order to increase in value. 
One can learn its use by sitting at the feet 
of one who had real discernment. 

Dr. Morgan’s writing in this volume is a 
first-rate argument against the common 
misconception that expository preaching is 
dull. On the contrary such preaching as 
demonstrated here tones the life to the 
point of gracious vivacity. We commend 
this Spirit-blessed ministry to your heart. 

Doucias B. MacCorkLe 
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE 
(Continued from page 19) 

There will always be those who do not 
respond to the best, I suppose, but 
should the cheapest, the least cultivated 
part of man be upheld and catered to? 
There are those who do not accept the 
gospel, but we still proclaim it. We do 
not give them what they want, but 
leave that to the world. The world is 
willing, ready and very able to give 
people the cheapest music. Let us in 
the church give people the best. 

Actually, however, I think the argu- 
ment is frequently not between fine and 
inferior music at all. It think it is usually 
between familiar and unfamiliar music. 
We all like what we know, and fre- 
quently when someone speaks of the 
“grand old hymns of the church” he 
really means “the hymns I learned as a 
child.” These may be good, bad, or in- 
different, but they will be well-loved 
because of the associations with which 
they are surrounded. 

It would seem, then, to be important 
to teach our young people the noblest 
hymns, anthems and organ music from 
the very start. If people like what they 
know, is it not a great privilege and 
duty to indoctrinate them with the best? 

If our young people are taught the 
best music from their earliest years in 
Sunday school and church, they will 
form a nucleus of church members de- 
manding the best in music in their 
services of worship. 


Musical Renaissance Needed 


The idea is not to make our churches 
and Sunday schools into conservatories 
of music, but rather to insist that when 
music is used in any way that it be of 
the best. I believe we could cteate a re- 
naissance of church music in evangelical 
churches if a definite stand were taken 
along these lines. 

How wonderful it would be if the 
musical profession could look with re- 
spect and even enthusiasm to our 
churches, finding there worthy perform- 
ances of noble music. This could mean 
that gifted executants would feel en- 
couraged to use their gifts entirely for 
the Lord, without the feeling that stand- 
ards must be deliberately lowered, artis- 
tically, if one is to please “church 
people.” More important, contemporary 
composers might be encouraged to write 
sacred music. With few exceptions, great 
sacred music is not being written today. 
If it were written, how many evangelical 
churches would give it a hearing? 

Still more important, music lovers, 
attracted by good music, would come 
under gospel preaching. This is not, of 
course, the main reason for fine music 
in church. The main reason is that our 
best is little enough to offer for the 
glory, praise and worship of our God. 
But it is true that people are sometimes 


attracted by secondary causes into our 
churches, and if good music will bring 
anyone in, let us use it with this fact in 
mind. 

It has been my observation that evan- 
gelical churches and evangelical meet- 
ings and campaigns have patterned their 
musical programs almost entirely on 
what I would term the vaudeville, 
night-club, radio program approach. I 
hasten to admit that this type of music 
and performance does appeal to multi- 
tudes, and the Lord is no respecter of 
musicians. He has been pleased to bless 
meetings and services which use this type 
of music. I praise Him for this. 

But how about trying the symphony 
hall approach? Beside lending greater 
dignity and richness to our worship, who 
knows? We might reach a largely un- 
touched stratum of society for the Lord. 
Let us worship the Lord in the -beauty 
of holiness. 

ENpD 


THE RISE OF CULTISM 
(Continued from page 23) 


tives of “Pastor” Russell’s “theocracy” 
continue to succeed in their task of 
bluffing Christians into silence with the 
arrogant pretension that the Watch- 
tower's translations are always based 
upon competent scholarship, which they 
are not! 

Keeping pace with the rapid rise of 
cult propaganda in written form, has 
been the use, by cults, of the mediums 
of television and radio, as particularly 
displayed in the activities of Christian 
Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Sev- 
enth Day Adventism. The Russellite 
program, Frank and Ernest, theologically 
the forerunner of the present Watch- 
tower group, is broadcast coast-to-coast 
every Sunday of the year, and the Watch- 
tower’s own station, WBBR (1330 kilo- 
cycles), also sends out its anti-Christian 
propaganda every day of the week, the 
year around. Seventh Day Adventism 
has invaded both radio and television 
with its clever half-truths through its 
nation-wide and well-known Voice of 
Prophecy program originating in Los 
Angeles, California. Pastor William A. 
Fagel’s Adventist program on television 
has enjoyed a favorable reception, and 
for the sake of evangelism, remains in 
the most part true to orthodoxy. Un- 
fortunately, it appears that in the re- 
cent past, if a cult “sounded” orthodox, 
most Christians never took the trouble 
to investigate it; rather they tended to 
ignore it, and in so doing encouraged 
its expansion; a fact which today they 
most openly deplore. The universal cry 
in our era is, “Where do the cults come 
from?” “How did they get so big?” and 
“What can we do to stop them?” Fort- 
unately, we believe all these questions 
can be satisfactorily answered, and in 
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the following concise manner. 

1.. The cults came from dissatisfied 
souls who, because they could not un- 
derstand Biblical Christianity, or hav- 
ing understood it, rejected it, preferred 
instead the religious opinions of kindred 
souls. 

2. They grew to their present pro- 
portions because persons of similar per- 
suasions sided with the “underdog,” and 
the Christian Church as a whole failed 
to meet the challenge in a positive and 
unified way. 

8. The challenge of cultism can be 
met only with a systematic program dedi- 
cated to a thorough education of all 
Christians, clergy and laity to the basic 
tenets, approaches and propaganda ac- 
tivities of the major non-Christian cuits. 

Clarifying this third step, we should 
like to propose a concrete solution to 
this growing problem, a problem long 
ignored, half-heartedly considered, and 
thus today potentially the greatest threat 
to evangelical missionary efforts known. 

We propose, therefore, to meet this 
problem, that an interdenominational 
Bureau of Information be established, 
supported by all the major evangelical 
denominations and groups, or as many 
as will agree upon its usefulness, with 
the purpose of supplying primary data 
on all cults and non-Christian mission- 
ary activities, both at home and on the 
mission fields. It would be the duty of 
this Bureau to index the major cults, 
supply resumés of their origin, history 
and doctrines with bibliographical ma- 
terial aimed at specifically refuting their 
respective teachings. This Bureau would 
also publish a Cult Digest supplying up- 
to-the-“‘deadline” news briefs on cult 
activities and missionary programs. In 
this way it would be possible to supply 
all interested Christians, ministers and 
laymen, with first hand data on all cults 
bearing directly or indirectly on Chris- 
tian missionary programs. Through the 
function of such a bureau a large library 
on cultism could be amassed and a cen- 
tral information hub established. The 
value of such a bureau would be im- 
mense. 

All of the above proposals could be 
quickly and effectively put into practical 
application if Christian people, realiz- 
ing the need, would but unite in their 
desire to make such an information cen- 
ter a living reality. 

To Christian colleges and seminaries 
such a bureau would prove most valu- 
able and also fill a great need. Strong 
cult curricula are offered in some col- 
leges and seminaries, but not nearly 
enough proportionately, since confusion 
on what cultists believe, and a general 
inability to cope with them effectively 
in the pastorate, is unfortunately much 
in evidence. To refute cultism, the Chris- 
tian public must know what cultists be- 


lieve, and why they believe it. But more 
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important, Christians must know why 
they believe in orthodox theology, since 
it is mainly through the contrast of 
sound doctrine with heresy, that error 
is exposed and refuted. 

It was the great apostle Paul who 
counseled us to “reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 
Tim. 4:2b), and Jude the Defender, who 
encouraged us to “contend for the faith” 
(Jude 3). Let us today be militant Chris- 
tians, recognizing the errors of our time, 
even as Paul and Jude did at the dawn 
of the Christian era, and let us “be ready 
always to give an answer to every man 
that asks of us a reason of the hope that 
is in us” (1 Peter 3:15). In this approach 
only lies a practical solution to the ex- 
posure and defeat of corrupt doctrines 
which now, more than ever before, 
plague the Church of Jesus Christ. 

END 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 11) 

this vote is the revelation of the hunger 
of the Koreans for the unity of their 
country. Its equivalent in Europe would 
be a vote by the Lutheran Church in 
West Germany to hold their next annual 
meeting in East Germany. Interestingly 
enough the Koreans, though they have 
suffered blows equaled by few churches 
throughout history, have voted to estab- 
lish a new foreign mission station, pref- 
erably in Indonesia. The. Assembly also 
voted that the accent should be on ev- 
angelization with a goal of 100 new 
churches a year, to be established in 
Korea. 
MISSIONARIES ENTER BALIEM VALLEY 

Military operations against Japan 
during World War II brought wide- 
spread exploration to the Island of 
New Guinea. A great valley was dis- 
covered some 60 miles long by 20 miles 
wide containing about 400 villages, in- 
habited by about 200,000 aboriginal na- 
tives, with virtually a “stone age” cul- 
ture. Only a few of the inhabitants had 
ever seen a white man. There were no 
trails known that led into it, and access 
by water was virtually impossible because 
of dangerous rapids. The valley is named 
Baliem Valley in honor of a Dutch air- 
man who once landed a plane on a lake 
near its edge. The valley became famous 
when Life magazine published an article 
concerning a military plane crash dur- 
ing the war in which the crew of pass- 
engers, one of them a WAC, were res- 
cued in a unique glider operation. Now 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
have announced penetration into this 
valley and the establishment of a mis- 
sion station deep in its heart. The two 
missionaries were military pilots during 
the war, Alfred Lewis of Hamilton, 
Ontario, and Edward Ulrich of Mead- 
ville, Pennsylvania. The only contact 
which the mission station has with the 
outside world is their twin-engined 
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amphibian plane. They hope to get a 
portable radio transmitter functioning 
in the near future. The missionaries 
were accompanied on their first flight 
into the valley by a Christian couple, 
natives of a neighboring tribe. These 
were taken along because it was known 
that the entrance of an all-male party 
into the valley would be regarded by its 
inhabitants as a warlike gesture. The 
presence of one woman made a “peace” 
group. Friendly contact has been estab- 
lished and the tribal leaders have given 
permission for the building of a station 
in the valley. 

AMALGAMATION HAS ITS PROBLEMS 

On the morning that the New York 
Times carried the news of the Supreme 
Court’s decision ending segregation in 
the public schools, the Editor and a 
friend were driving in New York City 
in a taxi. We discussed the news, and 
I pointed out that the amalgamation of 
all races in public schools has some ad- 
vantages and some disadvantages. The 
advantages of course are long-range ones 
and will work a hardship on the genera- 
tion that sees the beginning of it. The 
disadvantages are evident as the follow- 
ing story will show. 

It would be undoubtedly discrimina- 
tory against the brighter, better pupils, 
and would work for juvenile delinqu- 
ency, among those who lacked oportun- 
ity. For the first time tens of thousands 
of people, totally without opportunity, 
would be put in close contact with 
people who had opportunity and it was 
bound to create frustrations and increase 
delinquency. I said, ‘““Take for example, 
New York City, where Jews have come 
in from East Europe. The upper-class 
Jews will not allow their children to as- 
sociate with the recent immigrants and 
have segregation through the use of 
private schools.” As we came near our 
destination the driver of the taxi said, 
“I would drive you ten or fifteen blocks 
more without charging you for it if I 
could listen to the rest of that conversa- 
tion. I came to this country from Poland 
when I was three and had no opportun- 
ities, but I’m working eighteen hours a 
day to educate my child. He is six years 
old and making his debut as a pianist 
in Carnegie Hall. I am giving him every 
opportunity because he is so bright. In 
fact, we are moving from the Bronx out 
onto Long Island so that he won’t have 
to associate with the bad kids in our 
neighborhood.” I said, “In other words, 
you believe in segregation.” He said, 
“Of course, I don’t.” I said, “But aren’t 
you deciding to segregate your boy from 
these others by taking him out onto 
Long Island?” An amazed look came 
over his face, and he said, “Well, come 
to think of it, I suppose I am.” He said, 
“There are a lot of problems in this 
thing. aren’t there, some of them we 
don’t think of first off.” END 





COMMUNISM 


(Continued from page 13) 


that the church there may grow during 
the nightmare of pressure against it. 
Satan has learned much since he failed 
to crush the church through the persecu- 
tions of Nero, and no longer gives a 
clear choice between denying Christ and 
a quick death—to be faithful under this 
new terror is possible only by a miracle 
of grace. May the Lord help us to see all 
that He would do through our prayers. 


Yet just as the whole law could be 
summed up in the necessity to love God, 
so can all these and many other needs of 
the Church in this hour of crisis. If we 
do not see Christ and love Him more 
than any comfort, any ambition, any 
person, then He said we are not worthy 
to be His disciples. If we are not His 
disciples, we certainly cannot look to 
have power to withstand manifestations 
of Satan’s power. 

Some will feel this is too high a goal 
to set the Church and demand to know 
what else we can do meanwhile—what 
legislation we should sponsor, what 
resolutions we should pass, what litera- 
ture we should issue to fight Commun- 
ism while we wait for Christians to turn 
to the Lord who bought them by His 
blood. But God has no stopgap, no 
quicker way. If it is impossible to bring 
Christians to real spiritual awakening, 
what chance have we with our pitiful 
plans to hold the many millions who 
have never known Christ from the path 
to catastrophe? 

When the great armies of Moab and 
Ammon and their allies came against 
Judah, Jehoshaphat led the people to 
turn to the Lord, and prayed, “O our 
God, wilt thou not judge them? For we 
have no might against this great com- 
pany that cometh against us; neither 
know we what to do: but our eyes are 
upon thee.” Had they thought that they 
should rely on their own army and walls 
of defense with only an assist from the 
Lord, they would never have received 
His message of assurance, “Be not 
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this 
great ‘multitude; for the battle is not 
your’s, but God's.” 

Never was any war so completely a 
spiritual battle as this one. Never have 
we so much needed to stand still and 
see the salvation of the Lord. Do we 
believe this? 


END 
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JUNGLE DOCTOR 
(Continued from page 25) 

“Bwana, the dudu stayed tightly in the 
place of its choice. All day long the 
small drum of N’goma has been beaten, 
calling upon the ancestors, but, Bwana, 
the dudu still stays in the place of its 
choice. Kah, and M’bangho, he sleeps 
not; he rests not, Bwana; he cannot eat. 

“And so it was at sundown that 
N’goma made more medicine. He took 
three mafigo—stones—between which the 
fire is made and upon which rests the 
clay pot for cooking. He put some of 
the stomach contents of the goat be- 
tween them, and called upon the an- 
cestors to bring success to his medicine 
pot. Into the pot, Bwana, went some 
fat of the goat, water and some of the 
things of wonder from his black box in 
which he keeps his special medicines. 
There was some of the substance that 
shines amongst the high rocks.” I knew 
he referred to some mica. “And, Bwana, 
there were some roots of trees that he 
had dug in the jungle, and he cooked 
it, stirring and chanting to himself.” 

Hezeroni paused to sip his tea, and I 
looked out over the cold whiteness of 
the plains in the moonlight and watched 
the shadow of a cloud move silently 
toward the village of M’bovu, and I 
thought of that child lying there suffer- 
ing, and here was I, helpless, not be- 
cause I had not the medicines and the 
instruments, but because there was a 
barrier of witchcraft. superstition, hostil- 
ity, heathendom, through which I might 
not force my way. I walked up and down 
irritably. Hezeroni looked at me. ” 

“Kah, Bwana, when Simba, the lion, 
is in mtego, the trap, does he not walk 
up and down futilely and use strength 
for no value? Kah, Bwana, drink your 
tea and relax. There are other ways of 
the strength of the lion showing itself. 
For instance, a strong hand removing 
the door of the trap.” 
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“Kah,” 1 said, “come on, O thou post- 
man, thou carrier of written words, thou 
fountain of spoken words.” 

“Heh,” said Hezeroni, “I was telling 
you, Bwana, that he cooked his medi- 
cine, then when it was boiling, he took 
a spoonful of it. First, he put on to his 
wrist the white round discs of his witch- 
doctor’s office; the leopard-skin was 
round his loins. Behold, the teeth of 
the leopard also were hanging from his 
neck and round his head was cow-skin. 
He stood there, Bwana, with his eyes 
gleaming, his shoulders seemed to shake 
and to shiver, and everyone was silent. 
He turned to M’bangho, beckoning with 
his hand—‘Uze—Come!’—the child came 
to him. Then ‘down’ he ordered, and 
as the boy bent he grasped his head 
and held it firmly between his knees. He 
reached out with his wooden spoon for 
the medicine. It came all bubbling from 
the pot.” 

“Yah,” I said, “this is sheer wicked- 
ness, Hezeroni, pouring boiling . . .” 

“Kah, Bwana, listen to me. Shall my 
words flow smoothly if your words get 
tangled with them?” 

“Go on,” I said, “go on, tell me.” 

“Bwana, he took the boiling medicine. 
For a moment he held it poised and as 
he did so, the boy, out of the corner of 
his eye, saw what was happening. At the 
back of his head, Bwana, was one knee 
of the witch-doctor. Before his face, 
Bwana, was the other knee of the witch- 
doctor, holding him tightly. Courage, or 
fear, or both, Bwana, welled up in him. 
He saw what was coming and did all 
he could. He bit and bit hard. Heeh, 
the contents of that spoon went every- 
where, some on the boy’s face, some on 
N’goma’s leg. Yah, Bwana, and did he 
roar with anger! The boy sprang to his 
feet and ran, Bwana. How he ran! 
N’goma picked up his medicine and 
threw it at the boy, but yah, Bwana, 
his feet were those of zimba, the buck. 
Heh, and then there was a shauri. 
N’goma had great anger. He demanded 
that a cow should be given him because 
of the boy’s action. Heh, and the great 
ones agreed. M’bovu himself had great 
anger and, Bwana, the words that I hear 
are that he thrashed the boy with a 
hippo-hide whip. They tell me the child 
lies on his mat, his skin throbbing from 
a whipping, his face burnt with the 
witch-doctor’s medicine, and, Bwana. 
the dudu still walks in his ear.” 

Hezeroni paused dramatically, drank 
deeply from his cup and set it down. 

“Yah, Bwana, and there is nothing 
you can do.” 

“Hongo,” I said, “there is. Come 
with me now.” 

“Bwana, I will not go to that village. 
Heh, it would be murder.” 

“I’m not going to the village. I’m go- 
ing another way; a way of wisdom and 
a way of strength.” 
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We walked up to the hospital. There 
was the vague gleam of a light in the 
men’s ward. I went to Daudi’s house. 

“Hodi?” I cried. 

A sleepy voice came from _ inside. 
“Nhawule—what's up?” 

“It is I, Daudi.” 

“Heeh,” said the voice, “nili meso— 
mv eyes are open.” 

A minute later he appeared. 

“Come with me to where Simba lies. 
I would have prayer at this hour for 
young M’bangho.” 

A few minutes later we were around 
Simba’s bed, talking in whispers, telling 
the story of what had happened. Then 
I saw N’yani open his eyes. 

“Kah,” he yawned, “Bwana, the child 
will die.” 

“Uh, uh,” I said, “we will pray and 
ask God. Does He not say, ‘When two 
or three of you are gathered together, 
there am I in the middle’?” 

N’yani looked round fearfully. 

“Bwana, is He here?” 

I nodded. 

“But there is no fear of Him when He 
is the Saviour who takes away your sin. 
When He is your Guide who shows you 
the way to walk in life, you have no 
iear of Him.” 

“Kah,” said N’yani, “but He is not 
that to me.” 

“He is that to us,” said Simba. “Listen, 
we will speak to Him.” 

In simple words we prayed for that 
child and asked God somehow to let 
us help him. As we got up from our 
knees, Daudi said, “I was reading to- 
night, Bwana, that when the followers 
of Jesus were with Him, Jesus said to 
them, in a problem just like this, ‘Do 
you believe that I am able to do this?’ 
His followers said, ‘Yes, Lord,’ and Jesus 
said, ‘Right, according to your faith it 
shall be done.’” 

I walked out into the bright moon- 
light, watching the clouds scud past the 
full moon. Hezeroni walked silently with 
me for a while. Then he said, “Bwana, 
do you not understand my words now 
about the lion and the trap? If the hand 
of God opens the door of the trap then, 
behold, you will be able to help this 
child.” 

“Heh, Hezeroni, that is so, but we 
must have much faith.” 

(To BE ConTINuvuED) 
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QUIETNESS 
(Continued from page 17) 


ing for some show to begin, than that of 
a body of God’s children sitting in a 
place of worship. God does not speak 
only through the voice of a preacher. 
His clearest behests may come in the 
silence of that ten minutes’ meditation 
as the congregation gathers. Let us avoid 
all shallowness, and if possible, anxiety. 
Both are noise. 

All this needs discipline. But is not 
that to be expected? Discipline is the 
very pattern of the Christian’s living, 
and without it there is no growth in 
character, or true usefulness. Let me 
return, in closing, to the simple truth I 
have already mentioned. God has a plan 
for our lives. As we spoil it in our folly, 
and blunder in its execution, He will, 
no doubt, patch, mend and repair. But 
we desire, surely, His best. If we love 
Him, it must be our dearest wish to out- 
work every detail of His salvation with 
care and thoughtfulness. We cannot do 
this if we never hear Him speak, never 
allow Him opportunity in the quietness 
of the spirit to admonish, direct, en- 
courage, restrain, exhort. 

The voice of God! How eager we 
should be to hear it. If some miracle of 
radio could collect from deep space the 
very accents of the Beatitudes how ex- 
citedly we should strain to catch the 
sound of that Voice. But it is still speak- 
ing, in no alien tongue, but in our living 
speech. Through circumstance, through 
conscience, through the Word, He 
speaks to us. He is never dumb. It is we 
who are too often deaf—or deafened 
by the noise with which we choke our 
soul. 

END 


THE INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 27) 


rest in Thee.” There are those in the 
midst of humanity who have come to rest 
in God, through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yet rather they have come by no effort 
of their own, but through the creative 
work of God, paralleling His work of 
the six days. “For God who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 


How far did man fall by his disobedi- 
ence? How far did man go astray when 
he took the path of his own will? Is it 
possible for him to climb back by him- | 
self to the heights which Adam knew 
before the rebellion? Can man find. his 
way back to God through the fields of 
desire in which he has been wandering? 
When properly understood these ques- 
tions, really one question, reflect the 
things which divide men in their religi- 
ous thinking today. How far did Adam 
fall? Humanism says man did not fall, 
that he is on his way up. Sacerdotalism 
affirms that man slipped over the edge, 
but that he may be pushed back again 
by the sacraments: that baptism takes 
away original sin; that the death of a 
piece of bread turned into Christ takes 
away man’s continuing sins; that ex- 
treme unction removes more sins at the 
moment of death, and that in purge- 
atory man can purge more of his sins. 
This leaves little for God to do! 

Some branches of Protestantism hold 
that though man fell down it was only 
to a shelf, and that he has the will to 
choose to go back up if he wishes to 
exercise it. Others believe, and we are of 
that number, that man fell all the way, 
fell into a pit described in the Scrip- 
tures as “death.” Man is in a three- 
fold incapacity. His will, his mind, his 
heart are all estranged. He cannot know, 
he cannot please, he cannot understand 
God. “The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
“Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. So 
then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God” (Rom. 8:7). “There is none 
righteous, no, not one. There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out 
of the way .. .” (Rom. 3:10-12). “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
incurably sick” (Jer. 17:9, Heb.). 

‘These quotations somewhat anticipate 
our thought, but it must be seen early in 
the invisible war that Satan can do 
nothing for fallen man, and that fallen 
man can do nothing for himself. God 
Almighty must do everything for man 
that is to be done to bring him back to 
his unfallen position, and even to a 
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place above that from which he fell. 


God, man or the devil: these are the 
three possible sources of hope. The 
strategy of the invisible warfare has been 
planned by God in order that these 
questions shall be answered, once and 
for all, in the presence of all created 
beings whether human, celestial or in- 
fernal. Human history is the record of 
the attempts of man and Satan to do 
something for man. When asked why an 
omnipotent God permits the holocaust 
of human history, the answer from the 
Word of God must be that He permits 
it in order to demonstrate to the uni- 
verse that neither Satan nor man can do 
anything for themselves or for each 
other. If it were otherwise, these forces, 
which are at enmity with each other 
and both against God as their common 
enemy, could say either separately or to- 
gether: “We have done it. We have suc- 
ceeded in organizing ourselves and are 
no longer dependent upon God. We 
have demonstrated our capacity and 
ability. We have established a kingdom, 
and we do not need the plans of God 
for His Kingdom of Heaven over the 
earth .. .” 


Mr. H. G. Wells has said that, faced 
with what we see around us in the world, 
we are forced to conclude either that 
God has the power and does not care, 
or that God cares but does not have 
the power. The logic is incomplete. 
There is a third possibility which is most 
certainly the expression of Biblical 
thought. It is that God both cares and 
has the power, but that He is planning 
something which demands the coming 
chaos of man’s world in order to demon- 
strate to all that help is to be found in 
Himself alone. God knows that the 
world is in a terrible condition. God has 
the power to alter it, but will not do so 
today because of His greater purpose. 
God cares tremendously. This is evident 





in Calvary. But He knows that His care 
can be manifest today only to the select 
company of individuals who have ac- 
cepted the principles that rise from His 
eternal decrees. These admit the prin- 
ciple of their own spiritual bankruptcy 
and have turned utterly to the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God’s one and only an- 
swer to the problem. 

There is a sense, therefore, in which 
God does not exercise any care over the 
rebels who people this world. Something 
of this is seen in the prayer of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: “I pray not for the world, 
but for them which thou hast given me, 
for they are thine” (John 17:9). This 
is what Mr. Wells saw without the 
spiritual insight to understand. This is 
why the worldlings, seeing the disasters 
ot human suffering, draw the conclu- 
sion that God is not caring for His crea- 
tion. They do not understand God; they 
do not understand the meaning of care; 
and they do not understand the differ- 
ence between the creatures who refuse 
the lordship of God and those who have 
bowed to it in Christ and have thus be- 
come the children of God. 

In short, they do not recognize that 
there is a war on, and that God neither 
will nor can yield. There must be the 
unconditional surrender to Him of His 
universe. He is Lord of all strategy; and, 
when in His judgment certain lessons 
have been made obvious to the dullness 
of the fallen creation, He will move to 
end the present phase of the struggle 
and bring in the righteousness which 
shall, most certainly, come to the crea- 
tion in the moment God has chosen for 
it. Meanwhile the war goes on, and it is 
fought entirely under a set of rules which 
have been drawn up by God and which 
He is able to enforce, even now, upon 
the reluctant enemies in the armies of 
Satan and in the camp of humanity. 


(To Be COonrTINuUED) 
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CHRIST IS OUR HOPE 
(Continued from page 5) 


better of the two slogans, and for this 
reason: in the final analysis, Christ is 
the hope of the true Church made up of 
born-again believers, and not of the 
world at large. And this statement holds 
good with reference both to the con- 
temporary and eschatological aspects of 
the hope in Christ, as we shall proceed 
to demonstrate. 

It is the purpose of those who have 
planned the program of the Assembly 
that in order to insure the maximum of 
fruitfulness from the deliberations at 
Evanston certain dual emphases be kept 
in equipoise as far as possible. Individ- 
ual and social bearings of the theme 
must both be kept in view. Anticipation 
of personal immortality and considera- 
tion of what will happen on earth when 
Christ returns—neither one of these two 
should be allowed to drive the other 
from the field of interest. Attention 
needs to be focused upon the present 
relevance as well as upon the future 
ultimacy of the hope that is in Christ. 

We consider first this hope in Christ 
as it bears upon the present. It is not 
difficult to sense the lure of the slogan, 
“Christ—the Hope of the World,” in 
view of the present world situation. Dis- 
illusionment has rolled in like a heavy 
fog. Gone is the rosy optimism of yester- 
day. Faith in the inevitability of progress 
is stranded on the mudflats of an ebbing 
tide. Earth-shaking catastrophes of un- 
precedented magnitude have tumbled 
man’s dream castles into ruins. Familiar 
landmarks have disappeared. Angry 
clouds gather on the horizon. World 
leaders are bewildered and nonplussed, 
knowing not which way to turn. Truly, 
as perhaps never before, we find “men’s 
hearts failing them for fear and for 
looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth” (Luke 21:26). 

While many thoughtful men and 
women have been plunged into a spirit 
of defeatism by the current trend of 
world affairs, there are still to be found 
here and there sanguine souls who fat- 
uously believe that somehow or other 
everything will work out all right in the 
end and that man, by his own efforts, 
will be able to extricate himself from 
the entanglements of his present pre- 
dicament. But a sentimental hope reared 
in fancy is a miserable makeshift for a 
fundamental faith built on Scripture. 
In the face of such paralyzing fears on 
the one hand and of false hopes on the 
other, it is not to be wondered at that 
the Assembly leaders should have been 
led to select “Christ—the Hope of the 
World” as the theme of the convention. 

But we must insist that even in this 
present critical day, Christ is not the 
hope of the world at large, but only of 
the true Church. Regardless of circum- 
stances and station in life, men and 
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women out of Christ are lost and un- 
done. As over against the horrors of a 
Christless eternity confronting them if 
they do not accept Jesus as Saviour in 
this life, the very worst that. they can 
suffer in a world torn with strife and 
confusion is as nothing. Turning to 
Christ men will discover that the end 
of a man’s temporal rope is the start 
of his eternal hope. In the light of this 
supra-mundane background and of the 
fact that Christ died on the cross not 
to transform the world but to redeem 
the soul, it becomes readily apparent 
that the real objective of the Church is 
not the transformation of a social order 
but the regeneration of individuals. 

The planners of the Evanston pro- 
gram rightly take the position that only 
a risen and living Christ can be pre- 
sented as the object of hope in these 
dark and terrible days. Assuredly none 
other is competent to deal with the situ- 
ation. 

In 1 Cor. 15:14-17 Paul teaches that 
if Christ be not raised, we are of all 
men most miserable, for we are yet in 
our sins and under condemnation. Had 
Christ not been raised from the dead, 
we would have no way of knowing 
whether or not He was the Son of God 
as He claimed to be. But according to 
the clear teaching of Scripture Christ’s 
resurrection vindicated His divine Son- 
ship (Rom. 1:8), the efficacy of His 
atoning death (Rom. 4:25; Heb. 9:26- 
28), and His promise to give eternal life 
to all who believe in Him (John 11:25, 
26). In this connection it cannot be too 
strongly emphasized that the Christ 
whose atoning work on Calvary was 
vindicated by the resurrection is the 
hope in this present time, not of the 
world at large, but only of the true 
Church made up of born-again believers 
who have by faith appropriated the 
fruits of His redemptive death and are 
indwelt by Him through the Holy 
Spirit. 

There is one sense, and one sense 
only, in which the risen and living 
Christ is the hope of the world, and it is 
this: in Him redemption and eternal 
life are available for any and all in the 
world who will turn from the world (in 
the sense of the world system dominated 
by Satan and arrayed against God) and 
by acceptance of Christ become members 
of His true and invisible Church. 

We contend, furthermore, that not 
alone in the present day, but eschatologi- 
cally also, Christ is not the hope of 
the world at large, but only of His 
true Church. Scripture unequivocably 
teaches that Christ will return to earth 
in visible and bodily form (Acts 1:8). 
The importance of the doctrine of the 
Second Coming is evidenced by its be- 
ing mentioned more than three hundred 
times in the New Testament alone; 
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on the part of professing Christians is 
indefensible. If the prophecies of 
Christ’s first coming were so marvelously 
fulfilled to the very letter in His birth, 
life, death and resurrection, why should 
we question that the predictions pertain- 
ing to His second coming will be as 
literally and specifically fulfilled? If the 
Bible teachings on the Second Coming 
are mere symbolism, then we are with- 
out a key to unlock the symbols and are 
left totally in the dark as to the climax 
of all the ages. 

For the world outside of Christ His 
return is not a promise of hope but a 
portent of doom. If this statement seems 
to run counter to many current concep- 


tions, it rests solidly, nevertheless, upon 
the Word of God. Even writers in the 
liberal school of thought recognize that 
we must lean upon what God says will 
happen when Christ returns and not 
upon what men think ought to happen. 
As Dr. D. D. Williams says in a recent 
issue of the Christian Century, “We do 
not prescribe what God must do in the 
future beyond our sight; we rely upon 
what God reveals that He will do.” 
Similarly, in another issue of the same 
journal Paul S. Minear observes, “If our 
hope is in Christ we will accept what 
He himself says He will do when He re- 
turns to earth.” 


There is a world of difference be- 
47 








tween many popular concepts and Scrip- 
ture revelations on the Second Coming. 
We feel constrained, even at the risk of 
being charged with futilitarianism, to 
insist that the return of Christ is not for 
the purpose of perfecting a man-made 
order; its object is the establishment of 
a new God-built order. 

If we understand Scripture aright, 
the second coming of Christ will be in 
two stages. He returns secretly (so far 
as the world is concerned) for His 
Church prior to the Great Tribulation; 
at its close He returns in judgment with 
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His Church. Only true believers will be 
caught up in the clouds at the Rapture 
to be forever with the Lord (1 Thes. 
4:17). In the latter half of the period 
between these two phases of the Lord’s 
return will occur the Great Tribulation 
under Anti-Christ, the time of Jacob’s 
trouble foretold by Jesus in Matthew 
24 and Luke 21. This time of un- 
paralleled trouble will be a sifting of 
Israel in which the incorrigibly impeni- 
tent and unbelieving Jews will be de- 
stroyed. When the Lord appears at the 
end of this period, the penitent remnant 
of Israel will gladly accept Him as their 
Saviour and Messiah and a nation shall 
be born in a day as foretold by Daniel, 
im Ezekiel 37, and in Romans 11 (cf. 
R. D. Culver, Daniel and the Latter 
Days, pp. 71, 72). At the Parousia, the 
Anti-Christ, the False Prophet, and all 
the wicked and unbelieving will be de- 
stroyed (2 Thes. 1: 8, 9). Then will be 
set up the Millennial Kingdom that will 
be the prelude to the Eternal Kingdom 
of righteousness. 

From this it follows, as suggested 
earlier in the article, that while the 
second coming of Christ is a promise of 
hope for the saved, it is a portent of 
doom for the unsaved. Christ the hope 
of the Church is, and can be, the hope 
of the world only to the extent that 
those in the world yield to His claims 
and accept Him as their personal Sav- 
iour. Apart from a Bible-rooted confid- 
ence that at death he will go to be with 
Christ forever, no man has any legiti- 
mate ground of hope in His return. 

Since Christ’s return is delayed until 
the completion of His body the Church, 
and the last soul has been brought into 
the fold, it follows that only true be- 
lievers in Him can do anything to hasten 
the second coming. And since a king- 
dom of righteousness and true blessed- 
ness can be set up only by the Christ 
who will return in power to reign 
with His church over the earth, it is 
paradoxically true that they who major 
in the gospel of individual salvation are 
doing the one and only thing possible 
to speed the fruition of the dreams 
cherished by proponents of the social 
gospel. 

In all this we would not be under- 
stood as advocating an attitude of apathy 
and indifference to the pressing prob- 
lems of today on the part of those who 
cherish the blessed hope of Christ’s sec- 
ond coming. A true Biblical eschatology 
is not a sedative but a stimulant to such 
faithful living and fruitful service for 
the Lord as will adorn its truths in the 
eyes of the world. Never must the work 
of watching degenerate into a watching 
of work. Our object of hope for the 
future should ever prove to be a foun- 
tain of strength in the present. The 
liquor traffic, commercialized vice, legal- 
ized gambling, the trade in narcotics, 





crime-breeding slums—surely we as 
Christians cannot be unconcerned about 
the removal of moral and social evils 
such as these that work untold devasta- 
tion in human life and hamper the cause 
of Christ. But social service is to be re- 
garded as a means to an end and not 
the end itself. Insofar as we permit the 
social applications of the gospel to over- 
shadow the urgency of individual salva- 
tion through Christ we are delaying the 
longed-for return of our Lord. We need 
to preserve a proper balance between 
the present relevancy and the future 
ultimacy of our hope in Christ. 
END 


NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 4) 


we expect to make much use of her 
many gifts. 

Starting out as a librarian, Dr. Ben- 
nett served for several years as custodian 
of the Horace Howard Furness (Shake- 
speare) Memorial of the University of 
Pennsylvania Library. Earlier she had 
captured two bachelor’s degrees—one in 
education, the other in library science 
from the University of Pennsylvania and 
Drexel Institute of Technology. She re- 
ceived a master of arts degree in English 
from Penn and later received her doc- 
torate of philosophy in English from 
the same Ivy League school. 

Born and bred a Philadelphian, she 
wandered from the City of Brotherly 
Love long enough to serve as head of 
the photographic and binding depart- 
ment of the Columbia University Lib- 
raries in New York City, but she re- 
pented finally and returned to Philadel- 
phia to serve on the staff of Revelation 
and as secretary of Tenth Presbyterian 
Church. When Eternity was launched, 
Mary Bennett and Dr. Barnhouse were 
“the staff.” 

Dr. Bennett leaves her present post 
with the good wishes and prayers of all 
of her coileagues of the ETernity staff 
and Evangelical Foundation. 

Anticipating the avalanche of mail 
that will bury us in our editorial sanc- 
tum, we herewith go on record to recog- 
nize the amusing juxtaposition of two 
important articles in this issue. They 
are “Quietness in a Noisy World” by 
the scholarly Dr. E. M. Blaiklock, pro- 
fessor of classics of University College 
at Auckland, New Zealand, and “Make 
a Joyful Noise unto the Lord!” by 
gifted Robert Elmore, organist and 
director of music of Holy Trinity 
Church, Rittenhouse Square, Philadel- 
phia. 

These articles represent one of the 
many seeming paradoxes of the Chris- 
tian faith in which we find that “in 
quietness and confidence shall be thy 
strength” as we “make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord.” 
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Missionary Course requires six 
weeks of supervised on-the-field 
home mission work in preparation 
for foreign service. This work could 
be among Indians or mountaineers, 
for example. 


Field Specialization in Extracurricu- 
lar Activities ...Through Mission- 
ary Union, a student organization, 
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pray for missionaries on every field, 
especially the field of your choice, 
and to read letters from them; to 
serve on missionary deputation 
teams; and to hear different mis- 
sionary speakers every week and 
talk to them personally. In addi- 
tion, you may visit officials of na- 
tionally known mission boards hav- 
ing offices in Chicago. 
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